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Minutes of the Clavering Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 13th January 2020 at 7:30pm in Clavering Christian 
Centre. 

 
Present – Councillors Stephanie Gill (Chairman), Rob Clayton, Richard Carter, Nigel Cook, Rebecca Stanford, Michael 

Patmore, Brian Barrow, Ron Couchman, Martina Ryan, and Jessica Ashbridge (Clerk) 
 

3 members of the public were in attendance. 
Meeting commenced at 7:30pm. 

 
 

1. Chairman welcome – The Chairman wished everyone a Happy New Year. She reported that the Village Carols on the 
Green, 18th December was not as well attended in previous years- attendees sang as the drizzle fell - and £75.80 was 
collected for Clavering Care, which has been passed to Mrs Jill Young. She asked that grateful thanks be recorded to 
Mrs Melody Carter for organising the event and coordinating the refreshments. 
She advised she had received an invitation for the Chairman’s Civic Dinner at UDC, if any Cllrs wished to attend with 
her.  

2. Apologies for absence – Apologies were received from District Cllr Oliver, and were not received from Essex County 
Cllr Gooding. 

3. Declaration of Interest  
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, Personal Interests or Personal and Prejudicial interests. Cllrs Clayton, 

Cook and Gill declared a personal and prejudicial interest in 7.6 as friends of the owner of adjoining property Cllr 
Stanford declared a pecuniary interest in 7.6 as owner of adjoining property.  

4 Public Participation Session 
A parishioner representing Hands off Clavering agreed with CPC’s objection on the UDC website, of the development 
next to Steven’s Farm, and encouraged parishioners to comment. 
A parishioner asked when the Christmas tree on Blacksmiths Corner was being taken down. Cllr Couchman 
commented that he would be removing it.  

5 To approve and sign minute of previous meetings 
The minutes of the Clavering Parish Council meeting held on 16th December 2019 were approved. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr 
Clayton, Abstain: 1, 8 in fav. 
The in-camera report of Clavering Parish Council meeting held on 16th December 2019 was received. 

6 District and County Councillors Reports – None received. 
7 Planning 

7.1 To be discussed: None. 
7.2  

Planning Reference Address Proposal Decision 
UTT/19/2754/HHF  Bank View, Hill Green, 

Clatterbury Lane, 
Clavering, CB11 4QR.  

Proposed new windows and doors to 
garage/store and internal layout. 

Approved. 

UTT/19/2851/HHF 
  

Laurels, Hill Green, 
Clatterbury Lane 

Single storey dining room extension Approved. 

UTT/19/2735/FUL Robin Hill, Deers Green 
Cock Lane 

Section 73A Retrospective 
application for change of use of 
annexe to 
separate dwelling. 

Awaiting decision 
(24.01.2020) 

UTT/19/2852/FUL Land West Of Stortford 
Road 

Technical Details pursuant to 
Planning in Principle ref 
UTT/18/3326/PIP for the 
erection 8 dwellings 

Awaiting decision 
(10.01.2020) 

UTT/19/2824/HHF 
 

2 Stortford Cottages 
Stortford Road 

New vehicular crossover. Withdrawn 

UTT/19/2807/FUL 
UTT/19/2808/LB 

Orchard Farm, Church 
End, Rickling 

Conversion of barn to 1 no. Dwelling 
including change of use of land to 
residential garden use (amendments 
to previously approved application 
UTT/17/2098/FUL). 

Approved. 
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UTT/19/3032/HHF Yeomans Cottage, 
Wicken Road 

Demolition of existing garage and 
sheds, and construction of timber 
framed 
car port. 
 

Awaiting decision 
(03.02.2020) 

UTT/19/2699/HHF  
 
UTT/19/2700/LB 

Homefarm House, High 
Street, Clavering, Saffron 
Walden, Essex, CB11 4QR 

Demolition of shed and erection of 
single storey garden room extension. 
Demolition of carport and erection 
of cartlodge style garage with studio 
room in the roof space 

Approved.  

UTT/19/3056/OP Land Adj. To Stevens 
Farm Wicken Road 
Clavering Essex 
 

Outline application with all matters 
reserved except access for the 
erection of 1 no. dwelling   

Awaiting decision 
(07.02.2020) 

7.3 To discuss any other planning applications received subsequent to the agenda being published and/ or 
shown on the Uttlesford District Council website up until 3pm on the day of the meeting. It was discussed that 
although extensions are not granted by UDC, there is potential to comment later than specified if the neighbour 
consultation date is later than that offer to CPC.   
7.4 Planning Appeal Decision – Land south of Oxley’s Close. A report was received. 
7.5 Planning Appeal - APP/C1570/W/19/3241983, UTT/19/1381/FUL Ashcroft Wicken Road, Erection of 3 no. 
detached dwellings with associated landscaping, cartlodge parking and new vehicular access. Appeal start date: 
18.12.2019. Written comments to be submitted by 22nd January. It was determined not to comment further. 
Cllrs Gill, Clayton, Cook and Stanford left the meeting. 
7.6 Planning Enforcement – Cllr Carter was proposed as sub chair – P: Cllr Barrow, S: Cllr Ryan 5 in fav. A letter 
was received relating to UTT/19/2735/FUL. It was determined not to respond further.  
Cllrs Gill, Clayton, Cook and Stanford returned to the meeting.  
7.7 Planning Appeal Hearing 17th December – a report was received. Councillors were asked to note the S106 
statements made by appellant.  

8. Uttlesford District Council – CIL Viability Assessment, Stakeholder Consultation – It was determined not to 
comment, as UDC should hold all the information required, or it is in the public domain. 

9. Legal Ombudsman – A report was received, and it was determined that it was not possible to go further.  
10. Oxley’s Close Speed Reduction Meeting – Agreed CPC actions postponed until the New Year due to the Clerk’s 

workload. 
11. Defibrillator to be sited at the south-west part of the village: Cllrs Gill and Carter had written a specification. The 

Clerk was instructed to get quotes from electricians.   
12. Gigaclear – It was determined to countersign (by Cllrs Gill and Clayton), date and return the drawing, and 

amended Wayleave Agreement. Gigaclear also plan to lay a cable and pots along Honey Lane, which is 
unregistered and also not Public Maintainable Highway. The residents have not come forward to prove ownership 
of the road after placing a notice, but appear to be very keen for the works to go ahead. The route is shown in 
blue on the amended drawing. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Stanford, All in fav. 

13. Representative Reports 
13.1 Allotments – There had been some confusion, as the allotment holders were waiting for invoices, which the 

Clerk had not managed to send out, but it would be a priority after the meeting. It was discussed that bank 
details should be added for BACS transfers, leaving the holder’s name as a reference, cheques and cash to 
be given to Cllr Patmore, or sent to the Clerk by 1st March. If any holders wanted to give up their plot to 
alert Cllr Patmore or the Clerk as soon as possible, so that the plot could be offered to others that are on a 
waiting list.  

13.2  Jubilee Field – A report was received. 
13.3 Byways and Footpaths – None. 
13.4     Website and Email – Cllrs Stanford and Cook were meeting with Corsto on 22nd Jan to discuss the website.   
13.5 Newsletter – Aimprint could print the January newsletter, but would then be closing. Cllr Gill was getting 

quotes from other businesses for 175 copies. In the Spring it was suggested that Cllrs visit parishioners and 
ask if they would like to be added to the email list.  

13.6 Village Green Working Party – A report was received. The working party met on 7th January. The document 
is ready, the maps need to be scanned in colour, as some are A2/3 looking into where this can take place, as 
the maps are required as an online resource.  

13.7 UALC  - Next Meeting 22nd January 
14 Clerks report – Cllr Couchman raised an omission from December’s Clerk’s Report – discussing a property at 

Stickling Green. Cllr Clayton declared a pecuniary interest and left the meeting. The Clerk confirmed a parishioner 
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had contacted the Clerk (13th November and 5th December) seeking permission for occasional parking on the Green 
by contractors, and repairs to be made to the drive, in accordance with their deeds, with hoggin and shingle. All 
damage to the Green would be repaired. The Clerk apologised that this had been omitted from her report. 
Cllr Clayton returned. 

15 Risk Assessment Book – The puddle at Horse Pond, Cllr Barrow to report the blocked drain to Highways again. Cllr 
Carter dug out and cleared the drain at the bottom of Mill Lane.    

16 Finance  
16.1 To approve cheques - The Clerk’s additional hours, and mileage for the cancelled meeting on 9th December 
were approved. P: Cllr Cook, S: Cllr Stanford, All in Fav. All other cheques were approved. P: Cllr Clayton, S: Cllr 
Stanford, Abstain: 2 (as beneficiary/related to benficiary), 7 in fav. 
16.2 Budget – Cllr Cook thanked the Clerk for her work on the Budget. It was determined to raise the Newsletter 
figure to £265, and reduce the Wayleaves figure to £280. The total budgeted expenditure was £18,530. The 
£4,000 budgeted in the last financial year would remain in reserves as it was unclear whether a Challenge was 
being formalised with the External Auditor or not. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav. 
16.3 Precept – The precept for 2020/21 was set at £18,041. 
A parishioner left the meeting. 

16.4 Asset Register and Insurance Values Review – An update was provided by the Clerk, more information 
would be circulated to Cllrs for voting at the next meeting.   

16.5 It was noted that the change in signatories for the  Bank Mandate was still being processed by Nat West  
  
 

 
Clerk’s Expenses 
Account 

Detail Amount  Total VAT 

14.12.19 Clerk’s Expenses Printer Ink £6.66 £7.99 £1.33 
18.12.19 Clerk’s Expenses Adobe 

Acrobat 
£8.32 £9.98 £1.66 

07.12.19 Black Armbands   £6.99  
Total   £24.96 £2.99 

 

Credit Received   Allotments                                £26  
Former Clerk Cheque error 
£7.99                                        

Wages s/o £523.68 
Balance at NatWest Bank 3rd Jan 2020 £11,071.20 
Balance of Clerk’s Expenses Account 3rd Jan 2020 £78.92 

Cheque Detail Amount  Total VAT 
1871 Christian Centre rent – 

December 16th Meeting 
£25 £25  

1872 Royal Mail PO Box annual fee £285 £342 £57 
1873 Clerk’s Expenses –  mileage 

CPC cancelled meeting 9th Dec 
 EALC 17th Dec CiLCA training,  

Additional hours – 3.5hrs  
Parking EALC 

 
£18 

£22.50 
£35.56 
£2.20 

£78.26 
 

 

1874 Mulled wine for the Carol 
Concert – M. Carter 

£21 £21  

1875 S.M. Gill – Newsletter printing, 
Oct, Nov, Dec 19 

£38.49 £46.20 £7.71 

1876 Clerk’s Expenses Account top 
up 

 £21.08  

1877 Treetops – tree work on 
Stickling Green 

£445 £534 £89 

Total of Cheques to 
be paid 

  £1067.54 
 

£153.71 

Total of Outstanding 
Cheques      

 1851  
1859 

£5.00 
£350 
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17 Council Policies for review: To note - The review of certain policies as noted in the Council meeting minutes July 

2019, Item 27, now to take place in February. 
 

18 Items for next agenda: 
Insurance 
Newsletter 
Village Greens Working Party 
Village Sign 
Website 
One-year term account with Saffron Walden Building Society 
VE Weekend – Bank Holiday 1st Friday in March.  
 

2 parishioners left the meeting. 
 

19 Dispute 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it 
is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a dispute. 
P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Cook, Against: Cllr Couchman; in favour – Cllrs Gill, Clayton, Carter, Cook, Stanford, Patmore, 

Barrow, and Ryan – named vote requested. An update was received.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.02pm. 

 
Date of next meeting: Monday 10th February 2020 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………10th February 2020 
 

S.M. Gill 
 

1864 £42 
 

After above Cheques    £9,606.66 
 

 


