
1331 
 
 
Minutes of the Clavering Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 8th July 2019 at 7:30pm in Clavering Village Hall. 

 
Present – Councillors Stephanie Gill (Chairman), Rob Clayton, Richard Carter, Nigel Cook, Michael Patmore, Brian 

Barrow, Ron Couchman, Martina Ryan and Jessica Ashbridge (Clerk) 
 

7 members of the public were in attendance, District Cllr Oliver, and County Cllr Gooding. 
Meeting commenced at 7:30pm 

 
1. Chairman welcome – The Chairman welcomed everyone for attending. Allan Payne had expressed an interest in 

joining the Council, but due to a change in circumstances was no longer able to commit, however may approach the 
Council for co-option in a few months’ time, therefore Agenda Item 5 was removed.    

2. Apologies for absence – Cllr Stanford for family commitments. 
3. Declarations of Interest – Cllr Clayton personal and prejudicial interest as friend of interested party named in 

application form in item 8.1 Land at Sticklings Green. Cllr Carter expressed a personal and prejudicial interest as son 
resident in item 13. Cllr Patmore expressed a personal and interest as an allotment holder in 16.1 skip hire, 
determined not to cast a vote. Cllr Couchman expressed a personal and prejudicial interest as friend of interested 
party named on the application in Item 8.1 Land at Sticklings Green, and registerable personal interest in Item 12 as a 
trustee and member of the Village Hall Committee. Cllr Gill item 8.1 Eldridge Close personal and prejudicial interest 
as friend of applicant.  

4. Public Participation Session 
A parishioner requested adding to the next agenda a discussion on the use of the existing defibrillator. She reported 
that it was not on the East of England Ambulance Service website, and asked a series of questions: whether the box 
was checked weekly, why only one person knew the code, as if there was no electricity service then mobile phone 
signal would be down, and no back up if the ambulance service crashed? Reported that when the defibrillator was 
required at the gym it was not registered, and the device from the Cricketers was used instead. Cllr Gill advised that 
the defibrillator is now registered with the East of England Ambulance Service – as it had not been prior to the 
incident at the gym, and that if it is required, to call 999, who hold the code. The defibrillator was taken (although not 
used) recently for a paediatric case, and the East of England Ambulance Service arrived within 8 minutes of the call 
being made. Further discussions were held later in the meeting. 
A parishioner raised a number of questions. He asked about the accounts as the Open Period is in progress, the Clerk 
responded that the Open Period started on 1st July and would be running until 9th August, and that he had to apply to 
the Clerk to view the accounts, which are lodged at a Cllr’s house. He also asked that CPC request a forensic audit of 
the accounts, and handed the Clerk a letter asking for the same. Cllr Gill responded that all the information about the 
audit and how to complain was on the website and notice board, and CPC could not request an additional audit itself. 
He also asked does a parish council have the right to carry out the following: Approve or grant consent for restricted 
or prohibited works on land registered as village green? Demand that others carry out works on village green in full 
knowledge that the works are restricted or prohibited?  The answer to both questions was provided by Cllr Gill – no, 
and added that the Parish Council has the right to demand that unauthorised works are unpicked.  
A parishioner left the meeting. 
Two parishioners spoke about the Land at Stickling Green. Their comments were that building on the site would be 
inconsistent with other houses, it would be the only property on that side of the Green, it is not an infill site, but 
building there may lead to development creep and ribbon development along the Kings Water stream/Stickling 
Brook. The stream has steep sides and is a safety concern for children. The site has poor access which is impassable in 
winter due to flooding, on to a busy narrow road with no pavements. It is too far from the facilities in the village, 
requiring travel by car, not sustainable and a natural wooded area. 
A parishioner left the meeting.  

5. Co-option of Allan Payne – Delayed until the autumn. 
6.  To approve and sign minute of previous meetings – To approve the minutes of 10th June 2019 P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr 

Cook All in fav. To approve the In Camera minutes of 10th June 2019 – query, discussed In Camera. To approve the 
Dispute Committee minutes of 24th January 2019, 19th February 2019, 19th June 2019, discussed In Camera – 5th 
November 2018 Dispute minutes were in the In Camera Minute Book, signed and dated.  

7. District Councillor and County Councillor’s Reports – District Cllr Oliver – UDC is still finding its feet with new 
Councillors. The Inspectors have started examining the Local Plan. Cllr Oliver asked whether the Council would like 
the Stickling Green planning application called in to Planning Committee, or any other applications? 
County Cllr Gooding – Discussed apprenticeships, both PM candidates have discussed funding apprenticeships. The 
Apprenticeship Levy will be returning to Government. More work is required, particularly in the care industry. ECC 
currently has 200 apprentices, and it is part of the Employment Agenda to improve.   
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8. Planning 
8.1 To be discussed: Cllr Gill left the meeting for the discussion of UTT/19/1542/HHF. Cllrs Clayton and 
Couchman left the meeting for the discussion of UTT/19/1275/FUL. 

Planning Reference Address Proposal Decision 
UTT/19/1381/FUL  Ashcroft, Wicken Road, 

Wicken Bonhunt, Essex 
CB11 3UL   

Erection of 3 no. detached dwellings with 
associated landscaping, cartlodge parking and 
new vehicular access 

Awaiting 
Decision 

UTT/19/1275/FUL  Land at Stickling Green, 
Clavering, Essex 

The erection of 1 dwelling with associated 
access. 

Awaiting 
Decision 

UTT/19/1467/HHF  Custersons, Ford End, 
Ford End Road, 
Clavering, Saffron 
Walden, Essex, CB11 4PU 

Rebuilding of detached garage destroyed by fire Awaiting 
Decision 
No 
Obection 

UTT/19/1537/FUL  M And M Supermarket, 
Stortford Road, 
Clavering, Saffron 
Walden, Essex, CB11 4PE 

Form a compartmented 2nd floor within the 
existing loft area above 1st floor. To form2 no. 
self-contained apartments accessed by 
extending the existing protected stair within the 
building which leads directly to the open air via 
an existing escape door. Addition of roof lights 
to west elevation 

Awaiting 
Decision 
Check 
Planning 
regarding 
Light 
Pollution 

UTT/19/1542/HHF  5 Eldridge Close, 
Clavering, Saffron 
Walden, Essex, CB11 4FZ  

Erection of single storey rear extension Awaiting 
Decision 
No 
Objection 

UTT/19/1381/FUL – Previous application turned down on appeal for one property UTT/15/0699/OP due to harm 
to the countryside, for the character and appearance of the area. New properties need to protect or enhance the 
area, or have a special reason why the development should be there. See APP/C1570/W/15/3135166. The site is 
not sustainable as reliance on car use to access the school, shop etc. No bus transport, no pavements for services 
in Clavering or Newport. The applicant’s developer has stated that the housing will be built as shown on the 
plans, however the same developer built properties on the land at The Hazels, which were altered, and led to a 
‘creep permission’, and the developer had not used timber frames. Object under S7 development in the 
countryside. All in fav. 
UTT/19/1275/FUL – Not an infill plot, it would be the only property on that side of the stream. The land north of 
Kings Water is Village Green, which would set a precedent for more accesses over the it. There is no proposal for 
foul sewage, no access to amenities in the village, no pavements, so unsustainable. Very poor access which 
floods in winter. Historically there have been no properties on site in records dating back to 1876. It is in flood 
zone 3, not 2 as stated in the application. Biodiversity report is inadequate. 6 in fav to object to the application, 
2 abstain. 
Parishioner left the meeting.  

 
8.2 UDC Decisions 

Planning Reference Address Proposal Decision 
UTT/19/0890/HHF  5 Eldridge Close, 

Clavering, Saffron 
Walden Essex CB11 4FZ 

Single storey rear extension Refused 

UTT/18/3369/FUL Land South Oxleys Close, 
Stortford Road, 
Clavering, CB11 4PB 

Erection of 13 no. dwellings and associated 
development (amendment to previously 
approved application UTT/15/2606/DFO) 

Refused 

UTT/19/0744/HHF  Sheepcote Green Farm, 
Sheepcote Green Lane, 
Sheepcote Green, 
Clavering, CB11 4SJ 

Single storey rear extension and two storey side 
extension and alterations and cartlodge 
(Amended wording no new plans – addition of 
the word cartlodge to the description)  

Approved 

UTT/19/1068/FUL  Bank View Hill Green 
Clatterbury Lane 
Clavering CB11 4QR. 

Change of use of part of garage to 
physiotherapy facility. 

Awaiting 
decision 
08.07.19 

UTT/19/1176/PAQ3     Grain Store At Hill Green 
Clatterbury Lane 
Clavering. 

Prior Notification of change of use of 
agricultural building to 4 no. dwellings. 

Awaiting 
decision 
15.07.19 
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UTT/19/1307/LB 
  

Black Lodge Mill End 
Clavering CB11 4RR 

Replacement outbuildings Awaiting 
decision 
26.07.19 

UTT/19/1249/HHF The Old Garage House, 
Stortford Road, 
Clavering, Saffron 
Walden Essex CB11 4PE. 

Single storey front extension and single storey 
side extension 

Awaiting 
decision 
01.08.19 

  
8.3 To discuss any other planning applications received subsequent to the agenda being published and/ or shown on 

the Uttlesford District Council website up until 3pm on the day of the meeting.   – UTT/19/1619/HHF 1 Pelham 
Road, Clavering, CB11 4PQ – Replacement roof and alterations to allow rooms in the loft space. Extension and 
alterations to garage. The ridge height is not the same as the street scene shown in the plans. No objections.  
Cllr Oliver left the meeting. 

17 Defibrillator to be sited at the South- West part of the village – Documents and reports in the Meeting Documents. 
On 13th June the defibrillator was accessed for a child under 8, the ambulance attended in 8 minutes, and the defib 
was not used, it could have been used without paediatric pads. The owners of the shop are supportive of a defib 
being installed. Cabinet is to be locked with a code accessed via dialling 999. The code will be the same at the shop 
and Village Hall. Community Heartbeat have a map online showing locations, and also run parallel checks on battery 
life etc. Weekly checks to be done and logged in the Risk Assessment book by rota. Monthly checks are completed by 
Cllr Gill.  Proposal to purchase G5 defib with additional paediatric pads from Community Heartbeat paid for from the 
Easement Fund. P: Cllr Cook, S: Cllr Patmore All in fav. Electrical tenders to be made for installation.   
Cllr Gooding arrived. 

18 VAS sign and other Highways matters update – Email from Rissa Long to advise that the speed will not be reduced on 
B1038 to 40mph as it would not comply with the Essex Management Strategy, due to a lack of properties, however an 
advisory 20mph subplate could be added to the existing bend warning signage, following formal validation for 
funding. Regarding the VAS sign Highways are awaiting the outcome of a report which has been prepared for the 
Cabinet Minister for Highways to make a decision on the position of VAS going forwards.  
Cllr Gooding delivered his report – reported above.  

19 DAS Complaint – A complaint had been made by the Clerk, an acknowledgement had been received; awaiting the 
result.  
Cllr Couchman left the meeting 

20 Village Hall Rent/Alternative Meeting Venue – Village Hall rents have increased by 20%, proposal to pay annually in 
advance in order to keep the previous rate. Clerk instructed to write to the Village Hall Committee. P: Cllr Cook, S: Cllr 
Carter Abstain 1 6 in fav. If the VH are not able to reduce the rent, the Clerk was instructed to approach the Christian 
Centre to hold meetings there. P: Cllr Cook, S: Cllr Carter 7 in fav.  
Cllr Couchman returned.  
Cllr Carter left the meeting. 

21 Oxley’s Close – To determine when to hold a Public Meeting to discuss speed reduction through LHP Scheme with Cllr 
Gooding’s backing. Clerk instructed to contact the Christian Centre for dates at the end of July and liaise with Cllr 
Gooding. 
Cllr Carter returned. 
Cllr Gooding left the meeting. 

22 Councillor Training – To determine whether Cllr Gill attends Employment Overview training through EALC £110 plus 
VAT. P: Cllr Cook, S: Cllr Carter Abstain 1, 7 in fav. Cllr Cook attends Hate Incident Training on 9th July at UDC.  

23 Speedwatch – To note PC have been advised that training date being arranged for 18th July. 7.30 at the Christian 
Centre. Cllr Carter to attend.    

24 Representative Reports 
16.1 Allotments – Three quotes were received for skip hire, cheapest was Widdington for 4/5wks hire at £288 
including VAT. Clerk to instruct the hire. Clerk asked to chase Balaams about grass cutting. An approach has been 
made for an allotment from someone that does not live in the village, there is a plot becoming vacant in October. 
Proposal to let them have the plot, rather than it become fallow. P: Cllr Couchman, S: Cllr Gill Abstain 1, 7 in fav.   
16.2 Jubilee Field – Next meeting 23rd July Extraordinary general Meeting to vote on Trust Deed Amendments. 
Report in Meeting Documents.     
16.3 Passenger Transport – Report in Meeting Documents     
16.4 Byways and Footpaths – Dirt still on byway at Starling’s Green, Cllr Carter to report.  
16.5 Website and Email – Cllrs Stanford and Cook have not met with Corsto.  
16.6 Village Greens Working Party – Report in Meeting Documents.     
16.7 Village Sign Working Party – Report in Meeting Documents. The sign can be enamel on an aluminium sign, a 
first draft suggestion was shown to the Council.     
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16.8     UDC Planning Forum & Planning Committee Meeting – Report in Meeting Documents. UDC considering 
inviting Oxley’s Close wraparound further application so as not to lose Section 106 affordable housing.       

25 Parking on Village Greens – Proposal to write to groups, permission cannot be granted, but an acknowledgement that 
the groups will ‘make good’ for any damage caused by parking is required. P: Cllr Cook, Cllr Couchman All in fav. 
Permission to continue beyond 9.30pm was granted 

26 Clerks report - General correspondence and monthly report circulated. Proposal that the Clerk should apply for CiLCA 
training in the Autumn P: Cllr Cook, S: Cllr Couchman All in fav. 

27 Council Policies for review – Formally adopt Document Retention, Clerk notes as Proper Officer that the policies are 
up to date, with some be reviewed at the end of the year, see meeting documents. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton Abstain 
1, 7 in fav. 

28 Risk Assessment Book – Defibrillator was taken but not used on 13th June.  
2 Parishioners left the meeting. 

29 Finance  
21.1 To approve cheques – P: Cllr Cook, S: Cllr Carter, Abstain 1 as beneficiary of 1825, 7 in fav. 
21.2 Expenses only Nat West Account – Determined to add £100 to the Expenses only account by writing a 
cheque 1828. 
21.3 Receiving of Internal Auditor’s Report – Email reports from 21st May and 10th June reported plus analysis of 
allotment records. The Internal Auditor had signed the AGAR’s Annual Internal Audit Report 2018/19, finding the 
accounts in order.   Clerk to contact Maurice Howard for the more detailed  report he provides; Cllr Couchman 
stated he may make a complaint to the external auditors if this is not circulated soon. 
21.4 Financial Risk Assessment – Determined to await the full, detailed report from the Internal Auditor. Cllr 
Couchman asked for a paper copy of the Financial Risk Assessment.  
21.5 Clerk’s Wages Standing Order -To amend the Standing Order amount to £523.68 P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Cook, All 
in fav. 
21.6 Outcome of Nat West Complaint – Compensation has been received into the CPC bank account of £150 plus 
£27 for Cllr Gill’s expenses.  
21.7 Change of Cheque Signatories for Bank Mandate – to determine whether to add/remove signatories – Cllr 
Patmore is to be removed as a signatory and Cllr Cook added. 
21.8 Presentation of Accounts – Received.  

 

 

Credit Received  (Not banked prior to the meeting in bold) Allotments                                  £13 
FOI Request                                £5.61 
Langley Green Waste 18/19 
contribution                          £138.92 
Compensation NatWest            £150 
Reimbursement NatWest           £27 
EALC                                        £146.25 

Wages s/o £523.68 
Balance at NatWest Bank as at 01.07.19  £13,163.57 
Balance of Clerk’s Expenses Account £0 

Cheque Detail Amount  Total VAT 
1823 Clerk’s Expenses VM Printer Ink £7.99 £7.99 £1.33 
1824 Paul Abrahams Landscapes 

4th April, 1st May, 23rd May 
Grass cutting inv date 4th June 

£525 £525 Deregistered for 
VAT 

1825 Stephanie Gill 
Newsletter  
Clerk’s Phone Top Up 

 
£33 
£10 

 
 

£43 

 
£5.50 

1826 Clerk’s Expenses  
Pay increse back dated to April  
Additional Hours – 3.75 Dispute 

 
£92.16 
£38.10 

 
 

£130.26 

 

1827 RCCE Membership Renewal £72.60 £72.60 £12.10 
1828 Clerk’s Expenses Account £100   

Total of Cheques to 
be paid 

  £748.13 £18.93 

Total of Outstanding 
Cheques      

1743 
1750 

£7.99 
£7.99 

£23.97  
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22 Items for next agenda: 

Financial Risk Assessment and Bank Mandate changed  
Oxley’s Close speed reduction meeting Report 
VAS   
Speedwatch Training 
 
2 parishioners left the meeting. 

23  To discuss moving a Resolution made In Camera to the open minutes as it concerns Council Policy and also to do 
the same concerning the noting of Legal advice from NALC in relation to Village Greens accesses and statutory 
obligations under the Occupiers’ Liability Act 1957 – P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter All in fav. 

24 Dispute 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, 
it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a dispute. 
To receive an update. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Cook, Against 1, 7 in fav. 

25 Complaints  
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 
11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a complaint. 
To instruct the Clerk how to proceed. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, Abstain 1, 7 in fav 

26 Boundary Dispute 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 
11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a dispute. 
To receive an update.  
P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, (Recorded Vote requested) 
In fav: Cllrs Gill, Clayton, Carter, Cook, Patmore, Ryan, Barrow   
Against: Cllr Couchman 

 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 10.31pm. 
 
Date of next meeting:  Monday 12th August 2019 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….12th August 2019 

S. M. Gill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

1817 £7.99 
After above Cheques    £12,260.86  


