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	CLAVERING NEWSLETTER
CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL
   Issue 163       16th December 2020
   Editor: Stephanie Gill                       email: clerk@claveringvillage.org.uk               


Parish Council Meeting 14th December:
The Council met virtually by ‘Zoom’, with five parishioners and the District Councillor present in part. The apologies for absence of a councillor were accepted.
The Chair welcomed all commenting that last December the PC’s concerns were whether the Carols on the Green would be rained off; the past 9 months have seen a realignment of concerns given Covid-19.
She wished all a good Christmas and greetings for the Season.  
A parishioner who is a member of the UDC Local Plan Community Stakeholder Forum for the new Local Plan gave a short report on its recent meetings. 
A parishioner spoke on a planning application.
A parishioner suggested that the Village Greens Policy showed maps and accesses per Google Earth; he was informed that the Land Registry Maps were used and Essex Highways website maps referenced too. He also asked a question which was unclear and so was asked to submit the question in writing to the clerk. He asked if the Full Council had undertaken any governance training as the UDC Standards Panel had detailed in January; he was informed that the Standards Panel had made a recommendation but had not been aware of the training already undertaken in July 2108, and so he was referred to a report in the May 2020 meeting documents. 
Of note in the meeting:
Copse behind pump at Stickling Green: Contractor to be chased as brambles not removed. 
Horse Pond: There is a legal covenant on the trees. Clerk to contact the covenantees. 
Posts at Hill Green: Parishioner requested that posts on the access be removed. Determined to keep as is currently, as a post had already been removed in 2006 to facilitate their manoeuvring of vehicles 
UDC Town and Parish Council Forum Consultation: the Clerk wished to bring to the Council’s attention certain reservations about this Planning Protocol document. Determined to respond and ask for reassurances from UDC on certain concerns before agreeing to sign up.
Village Zoom for Groups- determined not to pursue as only three groups had come forward.
Laurels Hill Green- Letter received re buildings works to take place and confirmation that Village Green will be protected.
Village Greens Policy & Procedures (including Parish Land): Submitted comments considered.
Road Safety and Local Highways Panel: This was an agenda item as there had been a great deal of recent Facebook activity on this and two parishioners had asked to attend the evening’s zoom meeting, though they did not arrive.  A summary was given of road safety investigations to date (zebra crossing/
lollipop person at the school, active traffic calming which requires street lighting).  Speedwatch activity is not authorised by Essex Police at the moment (re. Covid-19) but Essex Police had carried out speed recording on the Stortford Rd the previous weekend. 
Clerk instructed to chase (again) Uttlesford Local Highways Panel regarding the broken VAS.
Flooding: It was determined the Parish Council could not purchase signs to warn of flooding as Highways would have to confirm if the CPC had authority to  place such signs on the roads. Also there would be a danger to those putting the signs in place. Cllrs to pass details of blocked drains in village to clerk and, in addition to those already notified by parishioners, for forwarding to Cllr Gooding. 
Clerk’s training:  the Clerk had attended an SLCC course on ‘Making Accessible Excel Documents’
Oxleys Close Speeding Working Party: disbanded as understood problem has ceased
EALC: Cllr Gill has been appointed to the EALC Finance Committee and is an EALC part-time tutor.
Jubilee Field: thanks were given for a contribution re. ZOOM.
Village Sign: drawings submitted for opinion of manufacturer
Risk Assessment: Both village defibrillators ‘rescue ready’  
Finance: Cheques approved. Draft Budget considered and will be approved at the January Meeting - it is expected that the precept will need to be raised by just under £2,000 to cover increase in staff costs (£700), increase in allocation for tree works (£550), cost of a requested election (£1,000), increase for servicing emails and the website (£450), increase for Jubilee Field grasscutting (£100) offset by reduction in the budget for Legal Expenses and Insurance (£800). The External Auditor has yet to commence work on a parishioner’s challenge to the accounts for the year end March 2019 so the funds earmarked for this in the budget 2019/20 remain earmarked as such in the reserves.
Agreed that the Internal Auditor may give a combined detailed statement for 2019/20 with his mini- report to be written in January 2021, given the time constraints and re-timetabling due to Covid-19
Dispute: discussions held in camera, as considered confidential matters.

Planning Received for PC Comment:
UTT/20/2766/HHF: Pond Cottage, Clatterbury Lane: Proposed erection of glass roof verandah beside entrance door with one aluminium support.
No Comments
UTT/20/2982/HHF & 2983/LB: Paddock View, Stickling Green. Extension of existing chimney stack to Paddock View. Conversion of existing barn to annexe. Erection of detached two bay cart shed and green house. No Comments
UTT/20/2904/LB: Great Barn, Clavering Hall:
Replacement of 3 no. doors. No Comments

Planning Determined by UDC:
UTT/20/2484/FUL:  Hazeldene, Langley Road: Proposed demolition of 2no existing out-buildings and erection of 1no detached dwelling with detached garage  Approved with conditions
UTT/20/2436/FUL & 2437/LB: Further Ford End, Further Ford End Road: 
Proposed replacement dwelling with associated operational works including landscaping and refurbishment of the exterior of Elm Cottage including replacement joinery, surface materials and demolition of later conservatory. Erection of garage.  Conversion of Elm Cottage from dwelling to ancillary building including refurbishment of the exterior, replacement joinery, surface materials and the removal of a modern conservatory. Replacement joinery within the retained structural openings and the application of a painted weatherboard finish to replace the existing hard cementitious based plaster. Creation of an opening within modern studwork to provide access to the private courtyard of Further Ford End House.  Refused
UTT/20/2465/HHF: Tamar, Stortford Road: Proposed orangery. 
Approved with conditions
UTT/20/2500/OP:  Clavering Farm, Mill Lane: Demolition of glasshouse, and erection of new dwelling, with associated curtilage, car parking and landscaping.  Refused
UTT/20/2526/LB & 2525/HHF: Peacocks, Clatterbury Lane:  Kitchen and lean-to extension rebuild. Internal alterations to provide woodburner (amendments to previously approved scheme UTT/20/1508/HHF
Approved with conditions
UTT/20/2634/HHF: 18 Skeins Way Clavering: Demolition of single storey brick and timber lean to structure to the side elevation and erection of a two storey extension.  Approved with conditions
UTT/20/2677/HHF: Genera Butts Green: Erection of a single storey wooden residential annexe ancilliary to the existing main dwelling. 
Withdrawn by applicant

Planning Appeals in Process:
APP/C1570/W/20/3259099:  Land rear of Side Stream High Street: Erection of 6 no. dwellings including widening of existing bridge, original application UTT/20/0667/FUL. 
APP/C1570/W/20/3257946: Land Adj to Stevens Farm Wicken Road: Outline application with all matters reserved except access for the erection of 1 no. dwelling, original application UTT/19/3056/OP. 
Written Appeal end date 24th November.
All households should have received the UDC booklet ‘Embracing the New Normal’ which contains information and contacts which may be of use especially in  the current pandemic.



The Clerk continues the process of uploading information onto the new PC website.
Please contact the Clerk if you wish to access any information that is not yet posted there, or if you find a mis-posted document.

The next Parish Council Meeting will be called as a virtual meeting for 
Monday 11th January at 7.30pm
On application, the Clerk sends over the Zoom Meeting invitation details to parishioners.
Hybrid participation by telephone may also take place; please contact the Clerk for information.

Approved Council Minutes and 
Financial Statements will be found on the Parish Council website:
   
Draft Council Minutes are posted on the Parish Council Board and the website.
The Council meets the second Monday 
of each month. 
The next Agenda can be found in the week before each Meeting on the Parish Council’s notice board
 by the Post Box at Clavering Shop, and the Parish Council website with the latter also providing the supporting meeting documents
************
The Essex Mobile Library Service 
Clavering Christian Centre   10.30-11am
19th December    9th & 30th January
(subject to any further Covid-19 measures)

Uttlesford District Free Car Parking
Allowed in all council-owned car parks except Fairycroft/Waitrose in Saffron Walden on
Monday 21st, Tuesday 29th, Wednesday 30th and Thursday 31st December







UDC CHRISTMAS REAL TREE RECYCLING
UDC fund this for all rate-payers
Skips and refuse vehicles are provided at locations around the district - simply take along your Christmas tree, and other green waste, for disposal.
 The recycled trees can be turned into good quality compost or soil conditioner, or into chippings.
The truck will visit Clavering on 
SUNDAY 11th JANUARY
11.30am – 12.30pm
Clavering Village Hall 
Real Christmas trees can also be taken to the Saffron Walden Recycling Centre 















The Jubilee Field Playground remains OPEN!
Please use the handsanitiser stations and clean the equipment as advised.
  ~ Keep Your Distance from Other Users ~ 
~ Play Safe + Keep Safe ~

Last minute Christmas Shopping?
Help to raise funds for the Jubilee Field
by nominating it as your recipient charity 
if you shop on-line via AmazonSmile, or via easyfundraising.org.uk which gives access to participating retailers, such as Tesco, M&S, John Lewis, Boots and Boden.     Thank you! 













Christmas Bin Collection Changes
Please be aware that UDC will NOT collect in the week commencing 21st December.
Week commencing  29th December, only brown caddy food waste and green-lidded recycling bins will  be collected.
Friday 1st January (New Year’s Day) collection is moved to Saturday 2nd January. 
Extra recycling may be placed in white or clear bags or cardboard boxes but not in black bin liners 
The black- lidded bin collections will resume Tuesday 6th January 2020. 








Before a power cut or gas emergency be ‘Winter Ready’…..
· Know your free emergency numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency, dial 0800 111999.
· Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a Gas Safe registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
· Register as a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra support by signing up to the Priority Services Register. You can find out more about the Priority Services Register in London, 
the South and East of England by signing up at www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk.  
Keep your eyes open: Keep an eye on the weather forecast and, if you have a power cut or a gas emergency, check on your neighbours









Website Link to report Highway problems to Essex County Council
http://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads.aspx
This website page can be used to report problems (such as potholes, traffic lights not working,    pavement/kerb/drainage defects, overgrown trees or hedges, blocked/damaged footpaths, and more).
We encourage parishioners to use this service as we find that Essex CC responds more swiftly to problems
reported on-line and also a reference number for the report is generated immediately.
This link can also be used to check outstanding queries, road closures, gritting routes and bus information.







Information Links: 
Clavering Parish Council:       	https://www.facebook.com/claveringparishcouncil/
Clavering Village Group:        	https://en-gb.facebook.com/groups/584326808323632/
Clavering and Langley Coronavirus Community Help Group:
 	https://www.facebook.com/groups/1493303037497469

Uttlesford Community Response:   03333 408218 or communityresponse@uttlesford.gov.uk 
Uttlesford District Council:   	 www.uttlesford.gov.uk/coronavirus
Uttlesford Frontline:                    	 www.uttlesfordfrontline.org.uk    

Mind in West Essex:			01371 876 641 https://www.mindinwestessex.org.uk/

Essex County Council: 		beta.essex.gov.uk/news/coronavirus  
Essex Coronavirus Action: 		www.facebook.com/essexcoronavirusaction/
Essex Welfare Service: 		essexwelfareservice.org/ 

Citizens Advice Bureau: 		01799 618840   or www.uttlesfordcab.org.uk
Kemi Badenoch MP:		https://www.kemibadenoch.org.uk/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-guidance
There are many organisations currently offering support – if any parishioner is unsure which one may best suit their needs, the Citizens Advice Bureau can easily help determine this.
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CLAVERING PARISH CHURCH
		       CHRISTMAS SERVICES


Christmas Eve 24th December    
Recorded Crib Service

Christmas Day 25th December   11.30am
Holy Communion

N.B. If current restrictions are extended, 
services may change. Updated information at:
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6245/service-and-events/events-regular/ 



					        




















































District Councillor November Report - Cllr Edward Oliver
Speeding:  Sadly I am still receiving complaints of motorists speeding through all four villages that make up the Clavering Ward. Wicken Bonhunt has been concerned by speeding through their village for many years, and runs a speed watch and additional signage has been recently erected to encourage respect for the speed limits, and it may be the other villages should take note, especially Langley who are having new limits through Lower Green. However these limits do need policing, and without such involvement from our police force nothing much will change. Speed Watch Committees do help, but getting such committees "off the ground" is, it is appreciated, difficult and they do need staying power. UDC has little say in such matters, and in this case parish councils may have more influence.
UDC's Accounts: As chairman of the UDC committee overseeing the signing off by the External Auditors of UDC's 2019/20 annual accounts, it is now becoming embarrassing that at the moment they are refusing to do so. They assure me that they are content with the numbers themselves, but the problem is with the Annual Governance Report, and in their view they cannot give an opinion until the "outside" investigation has been completed. Sadly this is not just an administrative matter, as some have liked to portray.
Local Plan: UDC has now confirmed that the provision of the new Local Plan is underway and that the electorate's views would be appreciated. UDC is asking for thoughts to be added to their web site, which will help to build the Plan. This will take time, and it is hoped that the new plan may be in place around the Summer of 2024.
Stansted Airport: As you will be aware the Stansted Airport appeal by the owners of the airport into the refusal of UDC to allow expansion of passenger numbers will be starting on 12th January. It will take place in the Radisson Hotel at the airport in person or by "Zoom" or equivalent. This will be a costly exercise for UDC as they will be employing at least one costly QC. The cost of the appeal will not be appreciated in these difficult times.
& Finally:  Can I wish everyone a Happy Christmas, coupled with the wish that 2021 turns out to be kinder to us all than 2020
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Community Stakeholder Forum Update to Clavering Parish.  Frank Woods   
Character and Heritage: November 
This was a good and thought-provoking presentation, but mostly on Character with little on Heritage as we might understand it.  My takeaway messages:

If you have 'grey' land in town centres, that is a good place to build new quality homes and facilities to attract people back into town centres, encourage local independent shopping and some night life venues.  Put car parking a short walk from the housing.  If public transport is appropriate, then not everyone needs instant access to their own (2 or more) cars.

The other approach is garden communities built from scratch to have all the necessary facilities to make a thriving community, having ensured that infrastructure is in place BEFORE occupation and that there is public transport connectivity to the outside world (this was apparently one of the reasons inspectors rejected the draft Local Plan because the infrastructure and transport would not be delivered until after residents moved in and had got set in their car-using ways).

Any new Local Plan will have to cope with the banning of new petrol/diesel vehicles and the need to accommodate electric vehicles, so think ahead.  It was suggested that suburban estate housing would be better for having small communal car parks that require residents to walk a short distance to their car and have the opportunity to interact with neighbours, although personal parking would still be required for those with disabilities.

I would encourage everyone to look at the UDC website and add their comments on Theme 2 - Character and Heritage.  You will need to register and enter your comments by 23rd December for the Forum panel to discuss them on 27th January.  Please select the following link to view this consultation: https://uttlesford-consult.objective.co.uk/kse/event/35860.

(Theme 3 - Climate Change – took place in December and comments may be registered on that. Did you know that in Uttlesford transport accounts for 75% of CO2 emissions ~and that excludes international flights? Ed.) 































































A census has taken place in England every ten years since 1801 (with the exception of 1941). 
A census gathers information about our society so that appropriate services can be put in place for everyone to enjoy now and in the future.
Fans of TV programmes such as “Who Do You Think You Are” will know the value of historic census data to family historians and genealogists, but data from the census impacts our lives every day, often without us even realising.

Did you know that water companies use census data to anticipate peak water demand? Or that the NHS uses census data to plan a wide range of services such as hospitals and GP surgeries, mobile chiropodists and home support? Everything from schools to care home places are planned using census data to make sure that the needs of all age groups are met.
Every aspect of our lives is impacted by the census, so it is vital that everyone participates to ensure the best possible understanding of the structure and needs of our society.
By taking part, you can make sure that your community is represented and gets its share of public and other funding to ensure the provision of services now and in the future.

The next census official census date is Sunday 21st March 2021, but Census 2021 will be the first time that everyone will be able to complete the census online at any time from the beginning of March 2021.

You will receive a letter with your unique access code and will be able to complete the census online using any device.
Help will be available if you need it by phone, email or text. You will also be able to use web-chat or social media, or drop into a Covid-compliant Census Support Centre. Guidance will be available in a range of languages and accessible formats, and the paper option will still be available if needed.

The census is run by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) which operates completely independently of government and of any private sector interests.
All information submitted for the census is stored securely and anonymised. No personal data is ever sold nor is it shared with any other government department. 
Information from the census is only released after 100 years when your descendants may be tracing their own family history.
Please make sure that you support your community by participating in Census 2021.
For more information go to https://census.gov.uk/ or on social media @Census 2021




















    DEFIBRILLATORS AT THE VILLAGE HALL and VILLAGE SHOP

If you have to make a 999 call, the call handler may decide that the defibrillator is required.
You will be asked if you are able to go to the village hall or the village shop to get the defibrillator, but this would usually only happen if someone else is able to stay with the person in need, as phone contact with the emergency service must be maintained at all times.

The call handler will give you the code to open the yellow metal box beside the hall or shop entrance doors 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The hall’s defibrillator is the small carry case – like a child’s play-doctor kit – that is kept in the metal box. 
Take the ‘Ready Kit’ (transparent pouch), the ‘Covid-19’ pack and the carry case. 
The shop’s defibrillator is in a shoulder bag with the ‘Ready Kit’ in a small black bag attached to its strap.
ONLY THE SHOP’S DEFIBRILLATOR CAN BE USED WITH PADS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE – THESE MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE CABINET ALSO AND ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  

When you are back with the patient, open the defibrillator: you will then hear an automated voice giving instructions. IF NEEDED, REMOVE THE ADULT PADS AND ATTACH CHILD PADS. 
The call handler will also talk you through all that you must do and when the paramedics arrive they will take over from you.
REMEMBER
The defibrillator can go to the patient
No special training is required
The Emergency Services will guide you through everything

If a villager wishes to familiarise themselves with either machine, please contact the Parish Council Chair to arrange this with her. The defibrillators are checked at least once a month to ensure they are rescue ready.
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