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	CLAVERING NEWSLETTER
CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL
   Issue 164       15th January 2021
   Editor: Stephanie Gill                       email: clerk@claveringvillage.org.uk               


Parish Council Meeting 11th January:
The Council met virtually by ‘Zoom’, with three parishioners plus an Environment Agency representative and the District & County Councillor present in part. The apologies for absence from three parish councillors were accepted.
The Chair welcomed attendees, wishing all a Happy New Year and one of good health in these challenging times. She observed that it is anticipated that virtual Council Meetings will continue for some time as the Government expects that it will not be until the Autumn that all adults will be offered the vaccine. Essex County Council has advised the release of a January support package for families and individuals in great need and she had passed details of this to local community organisations.
A parishioner made statements about the draft budget and Village Greens Policy, asked what training Councillors had taken (which the Chair answered) and asked a question which was unclear and so was asked to submit that question in writing to the Clerk. 
Of note in the meeting:
Environment Agency (EA) works: see below.
Flooding and drainage: discussion of report received and correspondence received from parishioners.  Riparian owner responsibility discussed. Further to ongoing PC reporting to ECC, the Clerk has forwarded reported blocked surface water road drains to Cllr Gooding. River Stort works detailed by EA email and its representative. 
Clerk instructed to write to ECC and Local Highways Panel for urgent replacement of ‘Ford’ and ‘Test your brakes’ signs at the junction of Watery Stones with Cock Lane which appear to have disappeared. 
(All required signs in place for Middle Street Ford as well as B1038/Watery Stones junction) Councillors do not recall depth markers ever in place at Watery Stones Ford.
Current Dept of Transport guidance: whilst the water depth gauge is no longer a prescribed sign, authorities are encouraged to continue to place these indications at locations where the ford might become impassable in times of flood. More information on ECC’s own policy to be ascertained
UDC Community Governance Review of Parishes: report received. Chair reiterated requirements for a council to determine it is eligible to resolve to adopt a General Power of Competence (CilCa qualified Clerk and 2/3 of the Councillors being declared elected – i.e. 8 Cllrs for Clavering)
ECC Bus Shelter Project: Clerk instructed to confirm CPC ownership of bus shelter at Blacksmiths Corner and complete required licence, also to confirm with ECC the status of any other licences held there.   
Local Heritage List for Uttlesford District Council: agreed to support the listings for Clavering:
Pill Box (Stortford Rd) and Medieval Stone Coffin Lid 
Road Safety and Local Highways Panel (LHP): Completed paperwork had been passed to Cllr Gooding after the last meeting as was discovered that the LHP was not showing the broken VAS on their works schedule. The LHP met on 11th January but Cllr Gooding advised the matter had not been considered.  Cllr Gooding to chase on our behalf.  
Jubilee Field Grass Cutting donation: agreed to donate £936. 
Health and Wellbeing Plan: document considered and content agreed; this is effectively a ‘signposting document’ to help parishioners access provider information. Clerk to place on website 
Village Sign: A quote was received for a cast aluminium sign insert: company to be contacted regarding a design in a different material
Footpaths and Byways: Overgrown stile noted at 
Chalkpit Lane 
Clerk’s Report: received and noted
Risk Assessment: Both village defibrillators ‘rescue ready’  (Shop:10th January, Hall: 12th January)
Finance: Cheques approved. Budget approved at £20,359 and Precept determined at £19,910.
[Increases in staff costs (£700), tree works (£550), servicing emails and the website (£450), & cost of a requested election (£1,000), offset by reduction in Legal Expenses and Insurance (£800)]
District Councillor Report: As it had been short month due to the holiday season, Cllr Oliver stated he had nothing to report
County Councillor Report: Cllr Gooding apologised that he had not responded to recent emails from parishioners, but he had unfortunately been busy of late determining problems relating to schools opening and remote-learning across Essex, with regions also being in different Tiers and Covid-19 infection rates increasing. He addressed the question of perceived inconsistencies in that under age 5 provision has remained open, and explained that the increase in safeguarding cases in this age group and also in mortality rates for the under 1’s during the first lockdown had informed this decision. 
He acknowledged that funding of the education budget will be hard in the near future. ECC have provided 2,500 new laptops for home learning and he thanked those who may have donated old laptops for repurposing by ECC for families in need.   
Dispute: discussion held in camera, as considered confidential matters.

Planning Received for PC Comment:
UTT/20/3232/FUL: Ashcroft Wicken Road Application to vary condition on UTT/20/0913/FUL as added byUTT/20/2809/NMA - approved plans 
No Comments
UTT/20/3455/FUL Brices Farm Butts Green Erection of agricultural storage building with biomass tank Comments made
UTT/20/3268/HHF & 3269/LB Hill Cottage Middle Street Remove existing external cement render on the non-original 70's and 50's extensions. Install a timber batten to allow for PIR insulation boards to increase the U value of the extensions. Insulate the ceiling of the bedroom in the 70's extension. Apply traditional lime render with pargetted panels in the same pattern and style as it was originally. No Comments
UTT/20/2687/HHF Butts Green Farm Butts Green Minor amendment to stable block approved under planning permission UTT/14/2599/FUL Comments made
UTT/20/3141/HHF Le Venge Stortford Road Proposed garage conversion and enclosure of side walk No Comments
UTT/20/3379/HHF Genera Butts Green: Erection of a single storey wooden residential annexe ancilliary to the existing main dwelling. Comments made

Planning Determined by UDC:
UTT/20/2738/FUL: Mill End Dairy Farm Mill End: Change of use of agricultural barn to 1 no. Dwelling. Approved subject to conditions
UTT/20/2680/HHF: Howards End Clatterbury Lane: Single storey rear extension Approved subject to conditions
UTT/20/2804/FUL: Ponds Manor Deers Green: Conversion of existing garage to workshop and addition of extensions to both sides. Replace roof on garage adding an ensuite bathroom in the roof space (amendment to previously approved UTT/18/1470/FUL) Refused
UTT/20/2551/FUL: Lantern Thatch Wicken Road: Erection of 1 no. detached dwelling. Alterations to existing vehicular access (alternative scheme to that approved under planning permission UTT/18/1207/FUL Approved subject to conditions
UTT/20/2722/HHF: Toad Hall Starlings Green: Demolition of existing front porch and erection of front extension to form new shower room and entrance hall.  Approved subject to conditions
UTT/20/2762/FUL: Ashcroft Wicken Road:  Demolition of two existing outbuildings. Erection of 1 no. dwelling and the conversion of 
one outbuilding to form 1 no. dwelling  Refused
Before a power cut or gas emergency be ‘Winter Ready’…..
· Know your free emergency numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency, dial 0800 111999.
· Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a Gas Safe registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
· Register as a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra support by signing up to the Priority Services Register. You can find out more about the Priority Services Register in London, 
the South and East of England by signing up at www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk.  
Keep your eyes open: Keep an eye on the weather forecast and, if you have a power cut or a gas emergency, check on your neighbours











UTT/20/2982/HHF & 2983/LB: Paddock View, Stickling Green. Extension of existing chimney stack to Paddock View. Conversion of existing barn to annexe. Erection of detached two bay cart shed and green house. Refused
UTT/20/2904/LB: Great Barn, Clavering Hall:
Replacement of 3 no. doors. Refused

Planning Appeals in Process:
APP/C1570/W/20/3259099:  Land rear of Side Stream High Street: Erection of 6 no. dwellings including widening of existing bridge, original application UTT/20/0667/FUL. 
APP/C1570/W/20/3257946: Land Adj to Stevens Farm Wicken Road: Outline application with all matters reserved except access for the erection of 1 no. dwelling, original application UTT/19/3056/OP.  Appeal dismissed by Planning Inspectorate   (Notice received 15th January) 

The Clerk continues the process of uploading information onto the PC website.
Please contact the Clerk if you wish to access any information that is not yet posted there, or if you find a mis-posted document.

The next Parish Council Meeting will be called as a virtual meeting for 
Monday 8th February at 7.30pm
On application, the Clerk sends over the Zoom Meeting invitation details to parishioners.
Hybrid participation by telephone may also take place; please contact the Clerk for information.

Approved Council Minutes and 
Financial Statements will be found on the Parish Council website:
https://www.claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk/   
Draft Council Minutes are posted on the Parish Council Board and the website.
The Council meets the second Monday 
of each month. 
The next Agenda can be found in the week before each Meeting on the Parish Council’s notice board
 by the Post Box at Clavering Shop, and the Parish Council website with the latter also providing the supporting meeting documents
************
The Essex Mobile Library Service         ~~ Currently suspended  ~~








Website Link to report Highway problems to Essex County Council
http://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads.aspx
This website page can be used to report problems (such as potholes, traffic lights not working,    pavement/kerb/drainage defects, overgrown trees or hedges, blocked/damaged footpaths, and more).
We encourage parishioners to use this service as we find that Essex CC responds more swiftly to problems
reported on-line and also a reference number for the report is generated immediately.
This link can also be used to check outstanding queries, road closures, gritting routes and bus information.






Clavering Rainfall - October, November and December 2020
We had over twice the normal amount of rain in both October and December with 137.2mm (5.40ins) and 119.0mm (4.68ins) respectively.  November is usually the wettest month of the year but this year we had only 32.2mm (1.27ins) which was only 50% of our normal November rain.  During October there were two significant rainfall days, the 3rd and the 24th, and only four dry days in the month while December also had two significant periods of rain on the 3rd and 23rd with 9 dry days.  Significant rainfall in November was on the 14th when over half of the month’s total fell.
Clavering Rainfall – 2020
The total rainfall for 2020 was 730.3mm (28.7in) which was 192mm (7.5ins) more rain than we received in 2019.
There were four very wet months in 2020 - February, August, October and December: October and December being exceptionally wet as mentioned above. The dry months of 2020 were May, September and November.  May was exceptionally dry with only 0.5mm falling on three days and there were 28 dry days.
The most rain that I recorded in a 24hr period in 2020 was 31.3mm (1.23ins) on the 3rd December; the most daily rain recorded in 2019 was 22.9mm (0.9ins).  There were six additional days in 2020 when I recorded in excess of 20mm (0.79ins) in 24hrs.
The only significant snow that I recorded in 2020 was early in the morning of 3rd December.  I measured 1cm before it rapidly melted.  Early in the morning of 25th December there was a very light snow shower but it hardly turned the ground white before it melted. 										Brian Barrow








































The Jubilee Field Playground remains OPEN!
Please use the handsanitiser stations  : clean the equipment as advised. ~   Keep Your Distance from Other Users   ~ 
~ Play Safe + Stay Safe ~


















					        








Maintaining Ditches, Ponds and Drains.
Although a Parish Council may draw on a power it has under the Public Health Act 1936 to drain ditches, ponds and gutters it is only for the purpose when such are harmful to public health. (Before mains sewerage was prevalent, there were often foul outlets into ditches, ponds, etc.) 

Surface water drainage from the Highway rests with the Highways Authority, Essex County Council. The River Stort from the Ford at Middle Street and also Stickling Green Brook are overseen by the Environment Agency.
Other watercourses, drainage ditches, culverts through the land and fields are the responsibility of the landowner for maintenance. These landowners are known as riparian owners.
The following Government website sets out clearly these responsibilities including managing flood risks. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/owning-a-watercourse
































The Environment Agency (EA) advised that they shall be carrying out the following urgent works to reduce flood risk in Clavering; work was due to start Thursday 14th January, but there was substantial rainfall overnight as we are all aware. A revised date has not been advised to date.
 	The EA have identified an urgent need to remove gravels, silts and vegetation from a congested area by the confluence of the River Stort and the Stickling Green Brook. 
The contractor would use an excavator from the area between the River Stort and the access track to Wayletts Barn to remove material and store this on the same patch of grass. 
The material that is lifted onto this area would need to be stored here to drain back into the watercourse over the following week. This is standard process to allow moisture to return to the area, allow any affected insect or similar to adapt and relocate and allow for cleaner removal by lorry after this draining period.
The excavation should be completed by darkness the day following the commencement of the works with the material removed from its draining location within 7 days of this time.
Obviously these works are both time, weather and flow sensitive.
The EA wish to help relieve flood risk within Clavering as soon as possible whilst considering availability of the contractors’ skilled staff and plant combined with flow conditions. 
The Parish Council was advised that emergency funding was released to do this work, which had been cancelled in June 2020 due to Covid-19 effects.
 	The EA have given an undertaking that protective mats would be used where safe to do so, there will be a thorough before and after survey and are willing to share data with the Parish Council as they are fully aware that this is Parish Land and also Registered Village Green.
Further the EA have committed to making sure that this grassed area returns to the same condition following the works. The contractors used are CGM ltd. who are approved by the EA to meet environmental, engineering and safety standards, and the EA will be monitoring the works for compliance with these requisites and standards.
The EA have strict covid-19 ways of working to ensure the safety of everyone it interacts with both internally and externally of the EA.
The map shows the area of the works, the blue dot being where the material will be placed  

If any parishioner has any queries on this, please contact the Parish Clerk or the Chair.
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Information Links: 
Clavering Parish Council:       	https://www.facebook.com/claveringparishcouncil/
Clavering Village Group:        	https://en-gb.facebook.com/groups/584326808323632/
Clavering and Langley Coronavirus Community Help Group:
 	https://www.facebook.com/groups/1493303037497469

Uttlesford Community Response:   03333 408218 or communityresponse@uttlesford.gov.uk 
Uttlesford District Council:   	 www.uttlesford.gov.uk/coronavirus
Uttlesford Frontline:                    	 www.uttlesfordfrontline.org.uk    

Mind in West Essex:			01371 876 641 https://www.mindinwestessex.org.uk/

Essex County Council: 		beta.essex.gov.uk/news/coronavirus  
Essex Coronavirus Action: 		www.facebook.com/essexcoronavirusaction/
Essex Welfare Service: 		essexwelfareservice.org/ 

Citizens Advice Bureau: 		01799 618840   or www.uttlesfordcab.org.uk
Kemi Badenoch MP:		https://www.kemibadenoch.org.uk/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-guidance
There are many organisations currently offering support – if any parishioner is unsure which one may best suit their needs, the Citizens Advice Bureau can easily help determine this.





















YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
Chair: Stephanie Gill:   Vice Chair: Robert Clayton: 
Councillors:  Brian Barrow:   Richard Carter:   Ron Couchman:   
Mike Patmore:   Martina Ryan: Rebecca Stanford: 
              Clerk: Mrs Jess Ashbridge:  07986 914991    Email: clerk@claveringvillage.org.uk
Parish Council Address: Clavering Clerk. PO Box 1376, CAMBRIDGE, CB1 0GS
The Clerk’s availability to parishioners is usually Tuesday 11am–2pm & Thursday 11am-2pm
















































    DEFIBRILLATORS AT THE VILLAGE HALL and VILLAGE SHOP

If you have to make a 999 call, the call handler may decide that the defibrillator is required.
You will be asked if you are able to go to the village hall or the village shop to get the defibrillator, but this would usually only happen if someone else is able to stay with the person in need, as phone contact with the emergency service must be maintained at all times.

The call handler will give you the code to open the yellow metal box beside the hall or shop entrance doors 
The hall’s defibrillator is the small carry case – like a child’s play-doctor kit – that is kept in the metal box. 
Take the ‘Ready Kit’ (transparent pouch), the ‘Covid-19’ pack and the carry case. 
The shop’s defibrillator is in a shoulder bag with the ‘Ready Kit’ in a small black bag attached to its strap.
ONLY THE SHOP’S DEFIBRILLATOR CAN BE USED WITH PADS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE – THESE MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE CABINET ALSO AND ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  

When you are back with the patient, open the defibrillator: you will then hear an automated voice giving instructions. IF NEEDED, REMOVE THE ADULT PADS AND ATTACH CHILD PADS. 
The call handler will also talk you through all that you must do and when the paramedics arrive they will take over from you.
REMEMBER
The defibrillator can go to the patient
No special training is required
The Emergency Services will guide you through everything

If a villager wishes to familiarise themselves with either machine, please contact the Parish Council Chair to arrange this with her. The defibrillators are checked at least once a month to ensure they are rescue ready.















A census has taken place in England every ten years since 1801 (with the exception of 1941). 
A census gathers information about our society so that appropriate services can be put in place for everyone to enjoy now and in the future.
Fans of TV programmes such as “Who Do You Think You Are” will know the value of historic census data to family historians and genealogists, but data from the census impacts our lives every day, often without us even realising.

Did you know that water companies use census data to anticipate peak water demand? Or that the NHS uses census data to plan a wide range of services such as hospitals and GP surgeries, mobile chiropodists and home support? Everything from schools to care home places are planned using census data to make sure that the needs of all age groups are met.
Every aspect of our lives is impacted by the census, so it is vital that everyone participates to ensure the best possible understanding of the structure and needs of our society.
By taking part, you can make sure that your community is represented and gets its share of public and other funding to ensure the provision of services now and in the future.

The next census official census date is Sunday 21st March 2021, but Census 2021 will be the first time that everyone will be able to complete the census online at any time from the beginning of March 2021.

You will receive a letter with your unique access code and will be able to complete the census online using any device.
Help will be available if you need it by phone, email or text. You will also be able to use web-chat or social media, or drop into a Covid-compliant Census Support Centre. Guidance will be available in a range of languages and accessible formats, and the paper option will still be available if needed.

The census is run by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) which operates completely independently of government and of any private sector interests.
All information submitted for the census is stored securely and anonymised. No personal data is ever sold nor is it shared with any other government department. 
Information from the census is only released after 100 years when your descendants may be tracing their own family history.
Please make sure that you support your community by participating in Census 2021.
For more information go to https://census.gov.uk/ or on social media @Census 2021
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