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[bookmark: _Hlk484625455]Minutes of the Clavering Parish Council Meeting held via Zoom on Monday 11th January 2021 at 7:30pm. Present – Councillors Stephanie Gill (Chairman), Rob Clayton, Richard Carter, Michael Patmore, Brian Barrow, and Jess Ashbridge (Clerk). Three Parishioners, a representative from the Environment Agency, District Cllr Oliver, and County Cllr Gooding, were present in part.

1. Chairman welcome – Cllr Gill welcomed those present to the meeting, and wished everyone a Happy New Year which she hoped would be one of good health in these challenging times.  She was aware that many local families had contracted Covid-19 and it was hoped that all would recover without complications. Since the last meeting a total national lockdown had occurred; the government expect it will only be by Autumn that all adults in the UK will be offered the vaccination, so meeting virtually looks set to continue for some time. Essex County Council launched a January lockdown support package for provision of food for families and individuals in great need and Cllr Gill had passed details of this to community organisations. 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Apologies for absence - Cllr Stanford sent her apologies – she had given permission for Cllr Gill to inform the meeting that she was in hospital the week before the meeting, which was not related to her contracting Covid -19 which had been why she was not at the last meeting, and that she did not feel well enough to attend the meeting. Cllr Ryan sent her apologies due to family matters. It was proposed that both apologies were accepted. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav.
Cllr Couchman has also sent apologies. Under advice Cllr Gill proposed that acceptance of his apologies were considered in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960. Proposal: that it is resolved that the public are excluded from the meeting as this will consider personal data under the Data Protection Act 2018 and that this is considered after Item 22. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Patmore, All in fav.
3. Declaration of Interest – Cllr Gill declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 14, as a trustee of the Jubilee Field Committee. 
4 Public Participation Session – A Parishioner spoke on the draft budget and Village Green Policy and following the Standards Committee Hearing asked a question regarding training undertaken by councillors, which the chair responded to, and asked a question about insurance, as this question was not clear, the Chair requested that the question be emailed to the Clerk for her consideration. 
A representative from the Environment Agency spoke at the meeting, following email correspondence that had been received prior to the meeting, but after the agenda had been published. As the work was urgent, under advice it was decided that decisions could be made during the agenda item 13 - Flooding and Drainage. He spoke about proposed works to dredge the River Stort around the Druce. The spoil would be placed on a shelf on the bank for up to a week to allow it to drain, and invertebrates to find their way back to the water. The land adjacent to the bank is registered Village Green, it was stressed to the representative how important the protection of the Green was; he responded that mats would be used to protect the Green, and any damage would be repaired.   
5 To approve and sign minute of previous meetings - To approve the minutes of the Clavering Parish Council meeting held on 14th December 2020. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Barrow, All in fav. 
6 District and County Councillors Reports – Due to the festive season, there was nothing to report from the District Council. County Cllr Gooding thanked CPC for passing on drainage and flooding problems, and he was chasing them up. He reported that ECC had provided 2,500 laptops for the provision of home learning from schools across the County. He would be chasing about the replacement VAS sign. 
7 Planning
7.1
	[bookmark: _Hlk29217824]Planning Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	[bookmark: _Hlk47435454]UTT/20/3232/FUL

	Ashcroft Wicken Road
	Application to vary condition on UTT/20/0913/FUL as added by
UTT/20/2809/NMA - approved plans
No comments
	Awaiting decision

	UTT/20/3455/FUL

	Brices Farm Butts Green
	Erection of agricultural storage building with biomass tank. Location plan is incorrect, missing a featheredge barn, and the property is in Langley. No other comments.
	Awaiting decision

	UTT/20/3268/HHF
UTT/20/3269/LB
	Hill Cottage Middle Street
	Remove existing external cement render on the non-original 70's and 50's
extensions. Install a timber batten to allow for PIR insulation boards to increase the U
value of the extensions. Insulate the ceiling of the bedroom in the 70's extension. Apply traditional lime render with pargetted panels in the same pattern and style as it was originally
No comments
	Awaiting decision

	UTT/20/2687/HHF
 
 
	Butts Green Farm Butts Green
	Minor amendment to stable block approved under planning permission
UTT/14/2599/FUL

	Awaiting decision

	UTT/20/3141/HHF

	Le Venge Stortford Road
	Proposed garage conversion and enclosure of side walk
No comments
	Awaiting decision

	UTT/20/3379/HHF

	Genera Butts Green
	A single-storey wooden residential annexe anciallary to the existing main
dwelling. Not ancillary to the main dwelling, repeat previous comments, closer to the neighbouring property.
	Awaiting decision


UTT/20/2687/HHF – It was noted that the previous refused application UTT/20/1223/HHF (revised scheme to that approved under UTT/14/2599/FUL for erection of stable block and change of use of land from agricultural to paddock and formation of manege) was not detailed on the UDC Planning Portal under related cases for this application. There was also no reference to an enforcement notice served: ENF/19/0379/C (Unauthorised change of use of stable block to residential property) which was still outstanding. Attention needed to be drawn to a statement in the Officer's report for UTT/20/1223/HHF that future applications in relation to this already erected building should be Retrospective73A Applications. It was determined that CPC repeated its objections to the previous application as it considered these had not been addressed.

7.2 UDC Decisions
	Planning reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	[bookmark: _Hlk515907438]UTT/20/2777/HHF

	High Elms Stickling Green
	Proposed erection of 2 bay cart lodge with 1 open and 1 closed bay, storage and office area above.
	Awaiting Decision
(23.12.2020)

	UTT/20/2738/FUL
	Mill End Dairy 
	
	Approved

	UTT/20/2680/HHF
	Howards End 
	
	Approved

	UTT/20/2751/HHF
 
	Olde Barn Clavering Hall
	Installation of 2 no. air source heat pumps to replace existing boilers.
	Awaiting Decision (23.12.2020)

	UTT/20/2775/HHF
UTT/20/2776/LB
	Yew Tree Cottage, The Druce
	S73a Retrospective application for the removal of brick wall to existing extension and replacement with wall extended by 2m to increase size of kitchen.
	Awaiting Decision (25.12.2020!)

	UTT/20/2804/FUL
	Ponds Manor 
	
	Refused

	UTT/20/2722/HHF
	Toad Hall 
	
	Approved

	UTT/20/2551/FUL 
	Lantern Thatch
	
	Approved 

	UTT/20/2762/FUL 
	Ashcroft  
	
	Refused

	UTT/20/2766/HHF

	Pond Cottage Clatterbury Lane
	Proposed erection of glass roof verandah beside entrance door with one aluminium support.
	Awaiting Decision
(01.02.2021)

	UTT/20/2982/HHF
UTT/20/2983/LB
	Paddock View Stickling Green
	
	Refused

	UTT/20/2904/LB
	Great Barn 
	
	Refused


8. UDC - 	Community Governance Review of Parishes 2021 - A report was received. It was determined to make no comments.
9. ECC – Bus Shelter Project -A powerpoint presentation was received. It was confirmed that the one bus shelter listed was correct. The Clerk was instructed to respond to regularise the permissions for this, which ECC appear not to have noted. A request was made for the Clerk to further verify that there are licenses for all street furniture currently at Blacksmith’s Corner, and also for the Christmas tree as the ECC forms received indicate that such should be held with permissions granted to CPC.  
10. Local Heritage List for Uttlesford District – It was determined to respond positively to the consultation for the proposed Clavering assets listed.
11. Stickling Green Copse behind pump – The brambles had still not been cleared, the Clerk was instructed to chase Paul Abrahams again. 
12. UDC Local Highways Panel – UDC LHP Meeting had been held 11th January. Cllr Gooding was going to chase about the VAS sign, but the LHP agenda had not allowed for this.
13. Flooding and drainage – The Environment Agency proposed flood alleviation works were discussed first. The works had been planned for Spring 2020, however due to Covid-19 there were delays. The resources were in place to complete the work at the end of the week following the meeting, which was dependent on the weather. It was determined to grant permission to allow the works to take place over the green, on the understanding that the Village Green would be protected/repaired if necessary, and that accesses to properties were kept clear.  P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav. Letters from Parishioners, and a report were received. The Clerk apologised for confusion, as the letter in the Meeting documents was not anonymous, but the name had been removed for GDPR, and in the future she would add name and address supplied. The letter placed responsibility on CPC for all the flooding and outstanding drainage works. CPC is not responsible, bar chasing the Highways flooding teams with the help of Cllr Gooding. A letter from a Parishioner was read out during the meeting. It was reported that the required Ford and Try your Brakes signs were missing at Watery Stones at the Cock Lane end. (All required signs for Middle Street Ford are in place) as required). The Clerk was instructed to write to LHP for replacement of the missing signs. Possible depth markers at Watery Stones Ford were discussed. It was suggested that a short article on riparian rights was placed in the Newsletter. 
Cllr Gill was placed in the waiting room.
14. Jubilee Field Grass Cutting Donation – A report was received, it was determined to pay for 8 cuts a year at a total of £936 including VAT. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Barrow, 4 in fav, abstain: 1.
Cllr Gill returned to the meeting.  
15. Health and Wellbeing Plan – Background Information: 
There has been a drive since 2019, especially in Essex, for consideration of the Health and Wellbeing of Communities. At the EALC 2019 AGM there was a presentation by Dr Mike Gogarty - who has since featured in many ECC Covid-19 articles. Cllr Gill was approached by EALC to look at an original proforma plan, and also took part in a Forum 30th June 2020. The CPC July minutes detailed this forum. It was determined to remove the What Partners and What Blockers page, as it was not relevant in a small parish. The plan was adopted bar page five of the draft. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Patmore, All in fav. The Clerk was instructed to add it to the website under local information. 
16. Byway 60 – No update.  
17. Representative Reports
17.1 Allotments – The allotments were very wet. Cllr Patmore asked the Clerk to resend the allotment information, that had been sent in December.  
17.2 Website and Email – Moved to February (carried over from December, report in December Meeting documents).
17.3 Footpaths and Byways – Chalk Pit Lane stile was overgrown. Cllr Carter was going to report it to Highways. 
17.4 Village Sign Working Party – A quote had been received from the Village Sign Company, cast aluminium sign. There was discussion as to whether the received design proposal could be installed into the roundel and pricing concerns were raised. It was determined to seek a quote for a printed aluminium sign, and seek quotes from other companies. 
18. Clerks report - General correspondence and monthly report circulated and noted. The Clerk was booked to attend the Essex SLCC Clerk’s Forum on 21st January.
19. Risk Assessment Book – The defibrillator at the shop was rescue ready on 10th January. The Clerk was asked whether there had been any response from Rissa Long about the Highways Rangers refurbishing the benches; there had not, so she was asked to chase them. Cllr Carter volunteered to repair the bench outside the Chapel if the UDC Highways Rangers would not be carrying out the work.
20. Finance  
20.1 To approve cheques – Including cheque no. 1935 £936.00 Jubilee Field Committee, as agreed in Agenda Item 14, the cheques were approved. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter, All in fav. 
Permission was granted for the meeting to continue beyond 9.30pm.
20.2 Budget – The budget for 2021/2022 was approved. The amended figure for the Jubilee Field Grass Cutting Donation was included, which in turn reduced the precept figure. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav.
20.3 Precept – The precept for 2021/2022 was approved at £19,910 P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav. 
	Credit Received – Training costs from the Clerk’s other Council (paid in on 21st January due to awaiting a new paying in book)
Allotments
Jubilee Field contribution to Zoom for their AGM
	                            £30

£30
£6


	Wages s/o
	£539.18

	Balance at NatWest Bank 1st January 2021
	£14,039.77

	Balance of Clerk’s Expenses Account 4th January 2021
	£99.57



	Clerk’s Expenses Account
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	15.12.2020
	Postage - recorded
	
	£2.94
	

	17.12.2020
	Clerk’s Expenses Printer Ink
	£8.32
	£9.99
	£1.67

	06.01.2021
	Corsto website hosting
	£29
	£34.80
	£5.80

	02.01.2021
	Zoom Meetings
	£11.99
	£14.39
	£2.40

	Total
	
	
	£62.12
	£9.87



	Cheque
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	1931
	Clerk’s Expenses Account top up
	
	£62.12
	

	1932
	PO Box Delivery Annual Fee
	£300
	£360
	£60

	1933
	Paul Abrahams 4th November (Final cut of the year)
	
	£185
	

	1934
	EALC GDPR Training – Cllr Ryan approved in October 2020 meeting
	£14
	£16.80
	£2.80

	1935
	Jubilee Field Grass Cutting Donation
	
	£936
	

	Total of Cheques to be paid
	
	
	£1,557.92
	£62.80

	Total of Outstanding Cheques 
	1927 SLCC
1930 Paul Abrahams
	
	£36
£370
	

	After above Cheques 
	
	
	£12,479.85
	



21. Items for next agenda: Village Sign, Flooding, review Village Green at the Bridges after the Environment Agency work.
 
22. Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a dispute. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav.
CPC is waiting on solicitor’s advice after receipt of letter from the Insurer’s Solicitor after receipt of letter from the other party’s solicitor.  

Cllr Couchman’s apologies for absence were accepted P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Patmore, All in fav. 
 
Date of next meeting: Monday 8th February 2021
The meeting closed at 10.10pm.


Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………8th February 2021
Cllr S. M. Gill
