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	CLAVERING NEWSLETTER
CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL
   Issue 167       14th April 2021

  NEW email address:        clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
                                                                                  Editor: Stephanie Gill      


HRH The Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh. K.G, K.T
10th June 1921 – 9th April 2021
Books of Condolence: Due to coronavirus restrictions, parishioners are asked to sign the National e-books of Condolence.  www.royal.uk
Floral Tributes: In accordance with the wishes of the Royal Family parishioners are encouraged, in place of floral tributes, to make donations to a charity supported by the late Prince.









Parish Council Meeting 12th April:
The Council met virtually by ‘Zoom’, with four parishioners and the District and County Councillors present in part; no apologies for absence were received. 
The Chair read a statement on behalf of the parish conveying condolences to the Royal Family and a minute’s silence was held. After welcoming attendees, the Chair advised she had attended the Prayer Service held for Prince Philip in Clavering Church that evening. The passing of Ray Lomas, a previous parish councillor was noted; Cllr Carter will represent the Council at the funeral.
The chair read a statement about the Clavering Election for 6th May which is detailed in full below.
A Representative from Hands off Clavering spoke on the Planning Application for the Lower Road and the Appeal for the Land North of Eldridge Close. A Parishioner asked that villagers and others respond to the Local Plan Consultation before it closes on 21st April. Whilst appreciating the full Village Green and Parish Land policy document is on-line, a Parishioner asked the council to consider forwarding essential elements of the documents which detail what ‘can and cannot be done’ to all landowners whose properties adjoin a village green, so damage to the Village Greens can be avoided. A Parishioner spoke on the posts along the track to Hill Green Chapel. 
A Parishioner asked questions on a letter sent to the Clerk by a Parish Councillor on the External Auditor’s response letter; the Clerk had not received such a letter from a Councillor. A Parishioner asked questions further to his questions of last month about the Parish Councillors Insurer’s and further apologised for not recalling details of the meeting he had attended in Autumn 2019 where the questions posed last month had been covered.   
Of note in the meeting:
Stretch of Road previously known as Lower Road now being referred to as Middle Street: ECC and UDC to be requested to clarify the name.
Flooding and drainage: Despite being chased, rescheduled date for Environment Agency work on The Stort still not advised. Cllr Gooding to meet with Cllr Carter to look at drains/flood problems
Village Greens: Upper Hill Green: Two councillors to meet with owners of Copt Hall to determine positioning of post to deter driving across the green. Lower Hill Green: the driving over the Village Green by road users while the road was closed for works near Hill Crest appalled councillors, especially as it was reported that some drivers lived in the village and are aware that the area is a Registered Village Green and it is a Road Traffic Offence to drive on such. Owners of new development to be written to as contractors also parking on the village green.
Parish Land by Cricketers PH: Extent of Parish owned land to be re-established and new owners reminded of boundaries.
Assets Of Community Value: Awaiting response from UDC
Remote Meetings: Clerk and Councillors to respond to MP consultation to ask that the facility for remote meetings be continued.
Gigaclear: CPC to write and ask that the works to bring fibre optic broadband to the whole village is reinstated. Cllr Gooding offered to facilitate a meeting with ECC Officers, Clavering reps and other neighbouring parishes and their County Councillor. See further notice below.
Great British Spring Clean: Agreed to hold Saturday 29th May and Saturday 12th June 
Allotments: New stopcock installed; prospective new holders wishing to take over vacant plots.
EALC: Report received from Cllr Gill – see meeting documents
Village Sign Working Party: Meeting to be convened 
Jubilee Field Representative Report: Report received from Cllr Gill – see meeting documents
UDC Town and Parish Council Workshops ref Local Plan: A report was received from Cllr Gill
Clerk’s Report: Received and noted. Due to a time constraints, the Clerk had written in support of a ECC CIF Micro grant application made by the Jubilee Field relating to the new seesaw. 
Relocation of bin at Middle Street: Councillors to look at suggested new location and comment.
Local Highways Panel: EALC representative to chase Clavering projects which have ‘dropped off’ with no explanation, including VAS Sign at the Shop. 
Risk Assessment: Both defibrillators ‘rescue ready’ 11th April. Cllr Carter repaired broken bench at the Christian Centre 
Finance: Cheques approved and Draft End of Year Figures presented.  
External Auditor – Challenge to the 2018/19 Accounts: Further to the finding that CPC had not acted ‘ultra vires’, final invoice for costs £ 976.25 plus VAT £195.25 Total £1,170.50 presented. This represents 2.5hrs work by PKF Littlejohn, who had originally conservatively estimated 10hrs. 
District & County Councillor Reports: Please see below
Dispute & Potential Dispute: Discussions held in camera, as considered confidential matters

Planning Received for PC Comment:
UTT/21/0796/HHF: Fairbank Stortford Rd Creation of a vehicular access and dropped kerb 
No Comments
UTT/21/0936/HHF Wickham Cottage Stickling Green Demolition and replacement of front porch and demolition of existing rear extensions and replacement with a part two storey rear extension. 
No Comments but owners to be reminded that parking of vehicles, storage of materials for the works may not take place on the Registered Village Green at Stickling Green which is also home to the rare Scarlet Malachite Beetle.
UTT/21/0977/OP: Land West of Coleshills Close Middle Street Outline application for the erection of 10 no. dwellings with all matters reserved apart from access. Objections to be made 
UTT/21/1101/AV & UTT/21/1115/LB: Fox and Hounds  High Street  Installation of replacement illuminated and non-illuminated signs to include 2 no. sets of sign written letters, 1 no. set of existing individual letters to be refurbished, 1 no. replacement post pictorial with 2 no. amenity boards, 2 no. post mounted car park entrance signs No Comments

Planning Determined UDC:
UTT/20/3455/FUL Brices Farm Butts Green Erection of agricultural storage building with biomass tank  Approved with Conditions
UTT/20/2687/HHF Butts Green Farm Butts Green Minor amendment to stable block approved under planning permission UTT/14/2599/FUL Approved with conditions
 UTT/20/3141/HHF Le Venge Stortford Road Proposed garage conversion and enclosure of side walk  Approved with Conditions
UTT/21/0231/HHF: Barnfield 18 Pelham Road Demolition of conservatory and erection of single story extension   Approved with Conditions
UTT/21/0283/FUL: Greenscroft Stortford Rd Removal of condition C.6.12 (occupation of annexe by dependant relatives only) attached to UTT/1228/02/FUL in order to allow the use of residential annexe for holiday lets. Approved with Conditions
UTT/21/0294/HHF & 0295/LB:  Sheepcote, Sheepcote Green Demolition of existing garage and construction of single story annex with a mezzanine in the roof. Refused
Planning Appeal in Process
UTT/20/1628/OP  APP/C1570/W/21/3267624 Land to the North of Eldridge Close. Outline planning with all matters reserved except access for up to 9 dwellings (Class3) including public open space,sustainable drainage systems, landscaping, and all associated infrastructure and developments. Latest date for comment to Inspectorate 29th April.  Further CPC letter to be sent

The next Parish Council Meeting will be called as a virtual meeting for 
TUESDAY  4th May at 7.30pm.  
On application, the Clerk sends over the Zoom Meeting invitation details to parishioners.
Hybrid participation by telephone may also take place; please contact the Clerk for information.
Approved Council Minutes and Financial Statements will be found 
on the Parish Council website:  https://www.claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk/   
Draft Council Minutes are posted on the Parish Council Board and the website.
The Council normally meets the second Monday of each month. 
The next Agenda can be found in the week before each Meeting on the 
Parish Council’s notice board by the Post Box at Clavering Shop and the Parish Council website with the latter also providing the supporting meeting documents
 The Clerk continues the process of uploading information onto the PC website.
Please contact the Clerk if you wish to access any information that is not yet posted there,
or if you find a mis-posted document.
************YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
Chair: Stephanie Gill:          Vice Chair: Robert Clayton: 
Councillors:  Brian Barrow:         Richard Carter:         Ron Couchman                         
 Mike Patmore:       Martina Ryan:        Rebecca Stanford:  
    Clerk: Mrs Jess Ashbridge:  07986 914991           Email: clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk

Parish Council Address: Clavering Clerk. PO Box 1376, CAMBRIDGE, CB1 0GS
The Clerk’s availability to parishioners is usually Tuesday 11am–2pm & Thursday 11am-2pm









CLAVERING ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH
A meeting for the Electors of the Parish to discuss Parish Affairs
To be held via Zoom 
in accordance with  the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 
(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 
On Monday 26th April 2021 at 8pm
Please contact the Parish Clerk if you wish to be sent the Zoom Meeting invitation
AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Welcome by Chairman and introduction of the Parish Councillors and the Clerk.
3. To approve the Minutes of the last meeting of Clavering Annual Meeting of the Parish held on 20th May 2019
4. Chairman's Annual Meeting of the Parish Report.
5.  Essex County Councillor Ray Gooding invited to speak. 
6. Uttlesford District Councillor Edward Oliver invited to speak.
7. Representative of the Jubilee Field Committee invited to speak on the challenges for their charity in the past year and anticipated projects/events. 
8.  Representative of the Village Hall Council of Management invited to speak on the challenges for their charity in the past year and anticipated projects/events.
9. Village Organisations invited to make a short presentation.
10. Questions and comments from Electors.
Stephanie M. Gill                           
Chairman	Clavering Parish Council				15th March 2021






















 Essex Mobile Library        Service now resumed
Clavering Christian Centre   10.30 – 11am
 24th April     15th May      5th June       26th June     17th July





 Village Green Waste Service   at Clavering Place Farm, Stickling Green
This service is available for Clavering and Langley residents only:  it is paid for via their parish precepts
10.30am - 11.30am 
1st May   ~  29th May  ~   26th June  ~   24th July  ~  21st August 
18th September  ~   16th October   ~  13th November






In October 2020, more than 10 individuals of the Electorate of Clavering called for an Election to be held after the resignation of Nigel Cook from the Parish Council. 
Due to the pandemic all elections were deferred until May 6th 2021 
The request for submission of nominations was subsequently advertised on the UDC Website, the CPC’s website, noticeboard & Newsletter and also noted in the Benefice Bugle.

· On April 6th, less than 48hrs before the cut-off for the delivery of the required paperwork by nominated candidates, UDC’s Electoral Services Manager contacted CPC’s Clerk to inform her no nominations had been received.
· It was confirmed that if such remained the case at 4pm on Thursday 8th April, the Election would be re-called for 6 weeks after 6th May.  The law determines that an Election must take place when more than 10 parishioners have called for one. The process will repeat itself if no candidate is nominated. A councillor may not be co-opted to fill the vacancy. 
· On UDC’s advice, the PC had set aside £1,000 to cover the May 6th Election costs as full costs would be shared with the PFCC and ECC, who were also staging elections. 
· UDC advised a stand- alone Parish Election would to cost in excess of £1,800.
· UDC Electoral Services Manager stated he had no previous experience whereby those parishioners who had called for an Election had not provided a candidate.
· CPC’s Clerk email-advised all Parish Councillors immediately, asking if they knew of anyone who was able to stand at short notice, in order to avoid the parishioners funding a costly further election.
· The Vice Chair, Chair and Clerk also ‘thought outside the box’;  on April 7th,  UDC was contacted and asked whether, as Cllr Patmore is a co-opted Councillor (which actually has no difference in law as to what he may or may not do as a Parish Councillor), would it be possible for him to stand to be an Elected Councillor?
· After seeking further advice, UDC confirmed this was possible as nothing could be found to prohibit it.

Obviously, the Clerk, Vice Chair and Chair of the PC had no wish to stop or hinder any candidate actually presenting themselves democratically on the 7th or 8th April, but Cllr Patmore kindly agreed to stand as a ‘back stop’.

· 8th April: Cllr Patmore’s nomination papers hand-delivered to UDC at 3.50pm. 
At the hand-over it was confirmed that no-one else had delivered nomination papers or advised UDC they were en-route to do so as required under Covid-19 directions. 
 
The £1,800 cost to Parishioners of a further Election was avoided by this ‘back-stop’ action put in place by the Clerk and three serving councillors.
Note: £1800 is approx. 10% of the Council’s usual precept.

Cllr Patmore will resign from the Council on 5th May; he is reinstated on 6th May as it was declared 9th April that he was duly elected uncontested.
When known, the actual incurred cost of the 6th May Election will be reported to Parishioners.
Clavering Parish Council has two vacancies for which it may co-opt councillors.
If Parishioners call again for an Election after the 5th May resignation of Cllr Patmore, there would naturally be further costs to the Parish. 















  





















					        
Website Link to report Highway problems to Essex County Council
http://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads.aspx
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				      Initiative in Clavering Village -  Relocation Information
				     A wooden collection chest for donations to the foodbank
     can now be found by the railings at the entrance to the      
     Clavering Christian Centre on the Stortford Road.
  Donations are removed from the chest at dusk each day. Thanks
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Please remember that car parking on pavements can force children, parents with prams, and the elderly to walk in the road if there is no room to pass.
Please park courteously on the road at 
all times and do not obstruct the pavement.





 Clavering Village Litter Picks
		                        Saturday 29th May 	
                       	    	          Saturday 12th June
			 10.15am start at Village Hall
Detailed information to follow in May’s Newsletter including
anticipated Covid-19 Guidelines.	      			



Gigaclear & connecting Fibre Optic Broadband.
The Parish Council has been made aware that Gigaclear, having committed to connecting Clavering to Fibre Optic Broadband, has written to residents in certain areas such as Stickling Green to inform them that the project will not be rolled out to them. 
Further, Langley and Arkesden have been informed that their villages shall not be connected. 
Clavering PC has also been made aware that Gigaclear is also refusing to connect up houses in the village, despite fibre being laid in the road adjoining the properties.
CPC will be sending letters to petition for the promised connections to be made.
If you are a household which was due to be connected and will now not be as cables will not be laid, or a household that Gigaclear is refusing to connect despite cables being available, please may you contact the Clerk soonest to be part of the evidence base being submitted?  Thank you
  















Friendly Reminder re. Litter Bins at the Jubilee Field
As the weather has improved, it is great to see people continuing to enjoy the field. 
However, may we ask that wherever possible everyone takes their litter home, especially picnic remnants. The bins have been more than overflowing and this has included wine and beer bottles. 
Sadly broken beer bottles were also left around the children’s playhouse; this is extremely inconsiderate. Volunteers have tidied the areas and UDC Waste kindly agreed to make an extra, unscheduled collection. 		                                                   Thank you.  Jubilee Field Committee of Management 








District Councillor Report from Cllr. Edward Oliver April 2021 
March was a somewhat quiet month at Uttlesford District Council (UDC), with April seemingly to be even quieter, almost as though the Council was in full "purdah " mode - somewhat strange as the UDC has only two by-elections pending . 
However I would draw your attention to the following:
Council Meetings : The full council meeting for 13th April has been cancelled which it is a pity as it is only one of the seven times in a year that the opposition parties can question the administration at a full meeting
UDC's 2019/20 Accounts: UDC's external auditor attended the relevant committee meeting in March to discuss their proposals for the 2020/21 audit. Having done so, during questions he refused to make any comment with regard to the signing of the 2019/20 accounts. They remain unsigned. It is understood that the police investigation still continues, the outcome of which is holding up the signing of the accounts
Proposed Motion of No Confidence: A proposed Motion of ‘No Confidence’ in the present administration was submitted, but because of "purdah" the UDC administration obtained legal advice which resulted in the motion not being accepted.
The alleged grounds for the motion were 
a) the Stansted Airport Appeal Inquiry where it was alleged that the inquiry exposed UDC to reputational and financial risk . It appears that the present administration has now somewhat reversed its stance and indicated that it would accept an increase in passenger movements, subject to conditions, which is very similar to the position of the previous administration. This now does open the way to a possible claim by the airport owners for the payment of costs from UDC. 
b) the Failure of Good Governance , including the failure of the 2019/20 accounts to be signed off and the police investigation
c) the Lack of Democratic Accountability, including the lack of an ethical protocol with regard to the property investments that UDC is in the process of making of some £300 million on borrowed capital. Remember that UDC has an annual throughput of some £12million 





























Clavering Rainfall – January, February and March
January’s rainfall was over 150% of our normal rainfall with 88.9mm (3.4ins) for the month but February and March were a little less than normal with 33.5mm (1.3ins) and 28.6mm (1.1ins) respectively.
We only had 8 days in January without rain and the most rain in one 24hr period was 25.0mm (1.0ins) on 13th/14th, most of which fell early on the 14th.                                Brian Barrow







County Councillor Report  from Cllr Ray Gooding  April 2021
· Flooding has been an issue throughout the County and certainly Clavering and much of the Stort Valley has not been immune.  Indeed, on one day in December last year there were 62 major flood events and this clearly stretched the resources available.  
· The roll out of the Gigaclear service appears to have slowed in a number of places and particular areas of the Stort Valley appear to be significantly affected.  I am also aware that there are some misconceptions regarding the responsibilities and ability of the Essex Superfast support to intervene with this issue.
· On a different note I can confirm that during the Easter School Holidays 22,465 children have attended Essex County Council Holiday programmes.  960 of those children are from Uttlesford and whilst that seems a small proportion it should be remembered that Uttlesford has approximately 7% of Essex Children and a fewer proportion who are registered for Free School Meals.  The offer to these children is that they receive a day of sporting activity, socialisation, and a substantial meal.  In addition, they receive a food pack and an online lesson from a qualified chef on how to prepare the ingredients.  This is a successful programme and it will be extended to the summer period where it will be expanded to meet the needs of a broader range of children that have been disadvantaged because of the pandemic.
· There has been suggestion that Essex County Council has reduced the budget for education across the County.  This is not true, in part because ECC do not fund schools. The Delegated Schools Grant (DSG) comes directly from Government to schools and the funding is administered by the “Schools Forum” which is a body made up from Headteachers, Teaching Unions and School Governors.  In addition to this I can confirm that that the funding from Government has risen over the last four years on the following basis: -
2017/18   £1,025.12m :  2018/19   £1,068.46m : 2019/20   £1,090.85m : 2020/2021  £1.165.64m : 2021/22 £1,266.88m.  DSG total increase since 2017/18: £241.76 million (23.58%)
· Covid-19 infection rates per 100,000 in across Essex are now in single figures, Uttlesford having only 6 cases (represented as 7 per 100k).


















    DEFIBRILLATORS AT THE VILLAGE HALL and VILLAGE SHOP
If you have to make a 999 call, the call handler may decide that the defibrillator is required.
You will be asked if you are able to go to the village hall or the village shop to get the defibrillator,
 but this would usually only happen if someone else is able to stay with the person in need,
as phone contact with the emergency service must be maintained at all times.

The call handler will give you the code to open the yellow metal box beside the hall or shop entrance doors 
The hall’s defibrillator is the small carry case – like a child’s play-doctor kit – that is kept in the metal box. 
Take the ‘Ready Kit’ (transparent pouch), the ‘Covid-19’ pack and the carry case. 
The shop’s defibrillator is in a shoulder bag with the ‘Ready Kit’ in a small black bag attached to its strap.
ONLY THE SHOP’S DEFIBRILLATOR CAN BE USED WITH PADS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE – THESE MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE CABINET ALSO AND ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  

When you are back with the patient, open the defibrillator: you will then hear an automated voice giving instructions. IF NEEDED, REMOVE THE ADULT PADS AND ATTACH CHILD PADS. 
The call handler will also talk you through all that you must do and when the paramedics arrive they will take over from you.
REMEMBER
The defibrillator can go to the patient
No special training is required
The Emergency Services will guide you through everything
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