


[bookmark: _Hlk484625455]  Minutes of the Clavering Parish Council Annual General Meeting held in the Clavering Village Hall on Monday 9th August 2021 at 7:30pm. Present – Councillors Stephanie Gill (Chairman), Rob Clayton, Richard Carter, Rebecca Stanford, Martina Ryan, Ron Couchman, Brian Barrow, and Jess Ashbridge (Clerk). Six Parishioners, and District Cllr Oliver, were present in part.
 
1. Chairman welcome – The Chairman welcomed those present, and reminded everyone to wear a mask, as it was one of the requirements set out by the Village Hall per their notices on display as part of their risk assessment. Cllr Gill advised that the Over 60’s Club had come to an end and acknowledged how it had served the community over many years. She also advised that the Village Fete would take place on 4th September, and the Litter Pick would take place on 18th September.  She welcomed Cllr Couchman back for his first Parish Council Meeting since March 2020.
2. Apologies for absence – Cllr Patmore was not in attendance. Apologies had not been received.
3. Declaration of Interest – Cllr Clayton declared pecuniary interests in 10.2, and 10.3 and was advised the items would simply be reports, and a personal interest in 10.4. Cllrs Carter and Stanford declared a personal interest in 10.4. Cllr Couchman declared a possible personal and prejudicial interest in 22.  
4 Public Participation Session – A Parishioner asked what was occurring with UDC Enforcement at Starlings Green, and the volume of heavy traffic. She also asked for an update on the hole outside Iona, cones had been placed on it, but it was a trip hazard. There had been no update from ECC or UDC.
A Parishioner also talked about the lorries at Starlings Green, he estimated 125 lorries, usually very early in the morning, and described that large holes had been dug on the site, and that there had been large fires. He had spoken to Nigel Brown at UDC. 
A Parishioner corrected item 10.1 on the agenda, and stated that the skip was for gardening waste, and not for building works.
A Parishioner asked a number of questions relating to the ongoing legal dispute, and was asked to put them in writing to the Clerk.  The Chairman thanked the parishioners who had spoken. A parishioner asked to speak again on another matter, but the Chairman asked that, as he had already spoken over his allotted time earlier, that he write to the Clerk on the matter. 
5 To approve and sign minute of previous meetings - The minutes of the Clavering Parish Council meeting held on 12th July 2021 were approved P: Cllr Clayton, S: Cllr Barrow, Abstain 2, 5 in fav. A correction of £119.22 to ch 1961 was noted. The In Camera report from 12th July was not received.
6. District and County Councillors Reports – Cllr Oliver’s written report had been circulated. He stated that currently there was not an enforcement officer at UDC, as she was on maternity leave, with no cover. Cllr Oliver had spoken to Nigel Brown about it. He mentioned speeding at the Mills, and had spoken to Cllr Gooding; there were small repeater 40mph signs, but suggested perhaps a LHP request could be made for additional signs. 
Cllr Gill asked if Cllr Oliver was aware of the Forum Meeting for Town and Parish Councils bringing forward the call for sites to be developed and comments made at it by UDC Councillors. Cllr Oliver had not been allowed to attend. Cllr Couchman asked about the enforcement at Starlings Green, as actions had not been taken 4 years ago, and it had all started again. Cllr Oliver said he would speak to Nigel Brown. A Parishioner asked about the hole on the pavement, it had been reported to Highways, who had referred it to UDC. 

Cllr Couchman requested a Point of Order on items 21, 22, 23, and 24. He felt that the public should not be excluded from the discussions. As Chairman, Cllr Gill reminded Cllr Couchman that even with the Transparency Code 2014 that certain items should have the public and press excluded, such as legal disputes, employment, commercial interests, complaints, tenders, health of councillors, etc. He was also reminded that the Clerk had sought legal advice on the matter, and that Cllr Couchman was entitled to vote against the proposal to hold the discussions in camera. 



7. Planning
7.1
	Planning Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	UTT/21/2374/HHF
It was determined to comment that the application would lead to over development of the site.  
	Russets Honey Lane Clavering
	Proposed two storey rear extension, single storey side extension and alterations
	Awaiting Decision



7.2 UDC Decisions
	Planning reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	[bookmark: _Hlk515907438]UTT/21/0488/FUL
	Fox And Hounds 
	
	Approved

	UTT/21/0977/OP

	Land West Of Colehills Close Middle Street
	Outline application for the erection of 10 no. dwellings with all matters
reserved apart from access
	Awaiting Decision
(16.07.2021)

	UTT/21/1115/LB
UTT/21/1101/AV
	Fox And Hounds High Street
	
	Approved

	UTT/21/1314/FUL

	Brices Farm Butts Green
	
	Approved

	UTT/21/1691/HHF 

	Valance Manor Lodge Valance Rd
	
	Approved

	UTT/21/1581/HHF 
	19 Skeins Way 
	
	Approved

	UTT/21/2076/FUL

	Helegrene Wicken Road
	Section 73A Retrospective application for the erection of 1 no. detached
dwelling (amended scheme to that approved under planning permission UTT/20/2551/FUL) and addition of detached garage outbuilding with first floor home studio space
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/21/1922/FUL

	Funstons Commercial Centre Clatterbury Lane
	Application to vary conditions 7 and 8 of application UTT/15/3631/FUL -
Amendments to on-site parking and storage facilities.
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/21/2016/FUL

	Land Adj. Spinney Cottage Wicken rd
	
	Approved

	UTT/21/1998/FUL

	Land South Oxleys Close Stortford Road
	Erection of 13 no. dwelling houses and associated development
	Awaiting Decision


7.3 Recent Public Consultations for Planning – 
7.3 I. Development on Wicken Road, Clavering, Consultation 4th August 2021 - The Consultation was hosted by Rural Housing, on their proposed development on the Wicken Road. There were no biological or arboreal surveys. The site was outside of the village envelope, in an unsustainable location. There was no advice from housing trusts, if the site had more than 14 houses, 40% would have to be affordable housing. Significant trees and bushes have been removed from the meadow land, prior to an application being submitted. It was proposed to comment on the consultation, about the lack of information. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, Abstain: 3, 4 in fav. 
7.3 II. Solar Farm at Pelham Springs, nr Manuden 2nd August 2021– to note Berden PC invited a CPC representative to a Public Meeting on 5th August. A verbal report was received. It was determined not to comment on the consultation as a Parish Council. 
8. Biodiversity – It was determined that a call for volunteers for a working party to create a Biodiversity Policy would be added to the newsletter. Following on from the Essex Climate Action Webinar (see Reps Reports), and UDC’s call for comments. https://uttlesfordbiodiversitymap.commonplace.is/about. It was proposed that either Cllr Gill or the Clerk would attend the NALC Biodiversity online Training ’levelling up the environment through biodiversity net gain’ 27th October 2021, Cost: NALC member (card payments only) £30.00+£2.44 Fee+£6.49 VAT P: Cllr Stanford, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav. 
9. Flooding and drainage –There had been no updates, Cllr Gooding and Rissa Long had been chased. 
10. Village Greens/Parish Land
10.1 Skip on Hill Green – Request from a parishioner to temporarily place a skip on Hill Green as close to Copthall as possible for garden waste. It was determined that the skip would either be placed behind the oak tree or next to Woodloes, at the discretion of the owner and driver. Assurances were made that any damage to the Green would be made good. 
10.2 High Elms, Stickling Green – To note a request from the owner of High Elms that the elms are reduced in height on the boundary – requested that these were looked at by Treetops when the survey of the copse is completed. (September meeting). 
10.3 Wickham Cottage, Stickling Green – To note that permission was sought from the owners of Wickham Cottage in relation to UTT/21/0936/HHF, for building materials to be stored on the village green for a short amount of time. Permission has been granted, on the proviso that the Green is protected with boards, and that photos are taken before and afterwards. The works commence on 9th August. 
10.4  Cricket Club – A letter was received regarding dedicating an oak tree to Colin Bazley (moved from July Meeting) it was suggested that the oak tree was sited near the dying cherry tree, which would probably be felled before the oak was set. It was proposed that Cllr Carter placed the tree in the most appropriate place. P: Cllr Couchman, S: Cllr Barrow, All in fav.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr Gill requested that the public be quiet, as the public participation had to come to an end.
11. Tonnage Limitation Signage Middle Street/Lower Way – Request from a parishioner that CPC applied to UDC LHP for tonnage limitation signage. Local parishioners had been surveyed, and there was a lot of support. It was determined to first seek advice from ECC and Cllr Gooding, as enforced limits would affect oil lorries, farm traffic, refuse collection, and school buses. 
12. Policies Review – It was determined to review of Risk Assessment and Health and Safety policies in November; the Allotments Rules in September; the Compliments and Complaints policy in September; Freedom of Information did not need amending until there was guidance from ICO; Emergency Plan in November; GDPR, and Equality Policies in September. Cllr Couchman asked that the Equality Policy should include a section on co-option.  
13. Assets of Community Value – Cricket Field to go to UDC Cabinet 17th August. There had been no evidence from Parishioners about the Fox and Hounds as an ACV. Cllr Gill would add another piece in the newsletter. 
14. Deeds – It was determined that the original access deeds and documents belonging to CPC which had been found in the Christian Centre filing cabinet by the previous Clerk and  which were subsequently used to inform the Village Greens Policy should be placed in storage with Tees Solicitors, with copies taken for reference and easier access. P: Cllr Stanford, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav.
15. UDC Garden Waste – It was reported that the Garden Waste team did not stay for the full hour on 24th July. It was determined not to write to UDC to bring it to their attention, but to monitor.
16. Representative Reports
16.2 Allotments – It was reported that the loss adjustor had advised that the galvanised pipes were not covered under the insurance policy, and due to this the waste water bill would also not be covered. Cllr Ryan requested a copy of the full policy to check. It was determined that a meeting would be hosted by CPC with all the allotment holders to discuss moving forward, and to establish a working party. P: Cllr Clayton, S: Cllr Couchman, Abstain: 1, 6 in fav.
16.3 Footpaths and Byways – None.
16.4 Jubilee Field Committee – A written report was received.
16.5 EALC – A written report was received. It was determined that Cllr Gill and Cllr Stanford, would attend the EALC AGM as the representatives for Clavering PC and have voting rights. P: Cllr Clayton, S: Cllr Barrow, All in fav. 
16.6 UDC Local Plan Town & Parish Council Workshop – Call for Sites and Progress to Date – A written report was received.
16.7 UALC – An Extraordinary Meeting had been scheduled to take place to allow comment on the UDC Call for Sites Forums. Cllr Couchman asked for information on membership of the EALC; he was advised the CPC had paid the annual £5 subscription in June 2021 and that he would be forwarded the contact email of the UALC secretary for the AGM minutes he wished to see.
16.8    Village Sign Working Party – The report that had been moved from the July meeting was considered. The working party passed it back to the Cllrs. A CIF Grant was available, although the deadline was the middle of August. A Parishioner requested to speak – the Council gave permission - and she suggested that she may be able to help with a design, and she would contact Cllr Gill.  
16.9 Net Zero: Making Essex Carbon Neutral – Essex Climate Action Group Webinar – A report was received.
17. Clerks report - General correspondence and monthly report circulated. It was also noted that the Saffron Walden NPPF neighbourhood plan draft had been circulated. A complaint that had been received, and considered as requested by the complainant, was considered unfounded as the Complaints Committee felt that it had been addressed during the Parish Council Meeting on 12th July.
Permission to continue beyond 9.30pm granted.
18.   Risk Assessment Book – The Village Hall defibrillator was used on 23rd July. New pads were placed on the machine same day, and both defibs were rescue ready. Hill Green Orchid Islands are to be cut. (Post meeting Mr Rowley stated these will be cut in September)
19. Finance  
19.2 To approve cheques - The cheques were approved P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Clayton, Abstain: 1, as beneficiary of cheque no. 1967 6 in fav. It was noted that Initial Authorisation for reordering of replacement spare defibrillator pads was under the Clerk’s Delegated Authority. 
19.3 Accounts Software – A report was received, it was determined that the Clerk should seek advice from Maurice Howard, and that the software would not be started, if approved. until the next financial year.
19.4 Signatory – Cllr Clayton to be added as a bank signatory on the Natwest Accounts. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter, Abstain: 1, 6 in fav.  
19.5  Saffron Building Society (SBS) Maturing Bond 8.7.21 - to note interest earned:  £37.45. Also SBS had simply changed the nature of the account where the bond funds were and not moved them across to CPC’s other account. It was determined to instruct SBS to move the funds across to CPC account no. 65120388. P: Cllr Stanford, S: Cllr Gill, All in fav.

	Credit Received 
	 

	Wages s/o
	£539.18

	Balance at NatWest Bank 02.08.2021
	£13,701.52


	Balance of Clerk’s Expenses Account 02.08.2021
	£101.91



	Clerk’s Expenses Account
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	17.07.2021
	Clerk’s Expenses Printer Ink
	£8.32
	£9.99
	£1.67

	06.08.2021
	Corsto website hosting
	£29
	£34.80
	£5.80

	15.08.2021
	Force36 email hosting (9 accounts)
	£27
	£32.40
	£5.40

	22.07.2021
	Phone top up EE
	
	£10
	

	Total
	
	
	£87.19
	£11.87



	Cheque
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	1966
	Clerk’s Expenses Account top up 
	
	£87.19
	

	1967
	Cllr Gill Expenses canes for orchids 
	
	£32.10
	

	1968
	Paul Abrahams 5th May, 21st June grass cutting
Extra strimming
	£185
£185
£30
	£400
	

	1969
	Community Heartbeat defibrillator Pads
	£35
	£46.80
	£7

	Total of Cheques to be paid
	
	
	£566.09
	£7

	Total of Outstanding Chqs 
	
	1958
1961
1965
	£370
£119.22 
£33.90
	

	After above Cheques 
	
	
	£13,178.40
	



20. Items for the next Agenda - Tonnage limitation, enforcement at Starling’s Green, speed limit at the Mills, Village Sign, Policies. 

21. Access Licence over Village Green at Hill Green.
[bookmark: _Hlk80368974]Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it will consider commercial interests relating to an access license over Village Green at Hill Green. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, Against: Cllr Couchman, In favour – Cllrs Gill, Clayton, Carter, Ryan, Barrow, and Stanford. A named vote was requested. 
Correspondence from third party’s solicitor was considered and determined to contact solicitors for initial advice. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav
22. Potential Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a potential dispute. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter, Against: Cllr Couchman, In favour – Cllrs Gill, Clayton, Carter, Ryan, Barrow, and Stanford. A named vote was requested. 
An update on Parish Land at Roast Green was received. It was determined that the Parish Land had not been encroached upon and the Clerk was instructed to write to neighbouring residents concerning hedge maintenance. P: Cllr Stanford, S: Cllr Gill, All in fav.
23. Potential Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a potential dispute. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, Against: Cllr Couchman, In favour – Cllrs Gill, Clayton, Carter, Ryan, Barrow, and Stanford. A named vote was requested. 
After clarification, Cllr Couchman determined he had no interest.
An update from the Insurer’s solicitor still awaited on the Village Green at Butts Green.
24. [bookmark: _Hlk63173593][bookmark: _Hlk68620441]Ongoing Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a dispute. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Stanford, Against: Cllr Couchman, In favour – Cllrs Gill, Clayton, Carter, Ryan, Barrow, and Stanford. A named vote was requested. 
An update was received on the Insurer’s Solicitor’s legal advice received that day. The Dispute Committee were to meet as soon as possible following the meeting. 

The Meeting closed at 10.15pm.
Date of next meeting: 13th September 2021




