


[bookmark: _Hlk484625455]Minutes of the Clavering Parish Council Meeting held in the Clavering Village Hall on Monday 13th September 2021 at 7:30pm. Present – Councillors Stephanie Gill (Chairman), Rob Clayton, Richard Carter, Rebecca Stanford, Martina Ryan, Ron Couchman, Brian Barrow, and Jess Ashbridge (Clerk). Five Parishioners, and District Cllr Oliver, were present in part.

1. Chairman welcome – The Chairman welcomed those present, and advised them of the advice regarding mask wearing from the Village Hall. She also advised that the Village Litter Pick would be taking place on Saturday 18th September.
2. In memory of Cllr Michael Patmore – Cllr Carter delivered the following tribute:
“Mike had been a Parish Councillor for well over 40 years, although he had a short break when his wife, Jenny, was very ill. 
It was his funeral today at Clavering Church and it was a most poignant and remarkable service with a very special eulogy given by his son. I had forgotten just how much Mike was involved with, in our village in addition to his councillor role – Bowls Club, Village Hall, Art Show, School Governor, Youth Club, Scouts, Fireworks, Ambulance Service, and Freemason at Saffron Walden.
I was particularly touched by two words mentioned – ‘devotion’ and ‘love’ both of which he extended to his family, friends and community and which were attributes he brought to the PC.
Amazingly, Mike composed poem for his funeral and two lines particularly reminded me of Mike:
What matters is the person inside … I try to help others and be their friend
At CPC, Mike was a wise head – in the early days he was keen to take on practical jobs for the Parish – setting trees, clearing drains, inspecting plans, etc. Throughout, he was one to give good, balanced and sound advice for the good of the village.
We will miss him dearly as a true friend and gentleman.”
A minute’s silence was then held. 
3. Apologies for absence – None received. 
4. Declaration of Interest – Cllr Clayton declared a pecuniary interest in interest in 9.1, Cllr Ryan declared a pecuniary interest in UTT/21/2617/HHF, Cllr Couchman declared a personal and prejudicial interest in UTT/21/2677/OP, Cllr Carter declared a personal and prejudicial interest in UTT/21/2552/FUL, Cllr Barrow declared a pecuniary interest in UTT/21/2720/FUL. 
4 Public Participation Session – A Parishioner commented that UDC/ECC had still not replaced the rubber cover on the pavement on Stortford Road, and asked that it be chased up. Cones had been placed on it, but they were taken. She also requested that item 14.8 Village Sign Working Party be brought forward, and that she would be unavailable to help with the Carol Concert this year. 
A Parishioner asked if there was an update on the enforcement issue at Starling’s Green, the Chairman responded that it was in the hands of UDC Enforcement Officers. 
[bookmark: _Hlk83912051]A Parishioner spoke about UTT/21/2720/FUL, as the owner of Larkrise. The three proposed houses were outside of the village envelope, not infill, and set between two bungalows. As the proposal was for carports there would be no secure storage. There was also no comment in the plans on who would maintain the hedges. Cllr Gill thanked all the Parishioners for their comments. 
Cllr Gill read two letters concerning UTT/21/2677/OP from a Parishioner and from the people that were hoping to build the proposed property, both sent their apologies for not being able to attend the meeting. It would be a single modest dwelling in keeping with the surrounding properties. 
5 To approve and sign minute of previous meetings - The minutes of the Clavering Parish Council meeting held on 9th August 2021 were approved P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Clayton, Abstain: 1, 6 in fav. The In Camera reports from 12th July, and 9th August were received during the In Camera session, as Cllr Couchman had a question. 
6. District and County Councillors Reports – Cllr Oliver expressed his condolences for the loss of Cllr Patmore, he expressed that his passing was a great loss to the village. He did not have much to report as August was a quiet month, however a new Chief Executive had been appointed at UDC, Peter Holt. Cllr Oliver had spoke to Nigel Brown about Starlings Green, and reported that the Enforcement Officer had returned from maternity leave. He advised that he would chase about the hole on Stortford Road. 

7. Planning
7.1 Cllrs Couchman, Ryan, Carter and Barrow left whilst the items declared above were discussed. 
	Planning Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	UTT/21/2677/OP 



No comments.
	Millcroft, Mill Lane Clavering
	Outline application with all matters reserved except access, for the erection of 1no. 1.5 storey detached dwelling and single storey cart lodge, with alterations to existing access
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/21/2617/HHF 
UTT/21/2618/LB
No comments
	Black Lodge Mill End
	Change in roof pitch of outbuilding to suit change in roofing materials to clay tiles
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/21/2552/FUL
No comments 
	Curles Farm Pelham Road
	Erection of B8 storage building (for long term car storage)
	Awaiting Decision

	[bookmark: _Hlk83823858]UTT/21/2720/FUL 
	Land West Of Larkrise Wicken Road
	Erection of 3 no. dwellings with carports
	Awaiting Decision


A Parishioner interrupted the meeting, and was asked to cease. 
UTT/21/2720/FUL - The three proposed houses were outside of the village envelope, and not infill. They were to be set between two modest bungalows, and therefore out of character There was also no comment in the plans on who would maintain the hedges and ditch – which would have to be piped. The site was prime agricultural land, and the entrance would be suitable to lead to the site behind Hill Green which had been put up in the call for sites. All Cllrs opposed the application.

7.2 UDC Decisions
	Planning reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	[bookmark: _Hlk515907438]UTT/21/0977/OP

	Land West Of Colehills Close Middle Street
	Outline application for the erection of 10 no. dwellings with all matters
reserved apart from access
	Awaiting Decision


	UTT/21/2076/FUL

	Helegrene Wicken Road
	
	Approved

	UTT/21/1922/FUL

	Funstons Commercial Centre Clatterbury Lane
	Application to vary conditions 7 and 8 of application UTT/15/3631/FUL -
Amendments to on-site parking and storage facilities.
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/21/1998/FUL

	Land South Oxleys Close Stortford Road
	Erection of 13 no. dwelling houses and associated development
	Awaiting Decision


	UTT/21/2374/HHF 
	Russets Honey Lane Clavering
	
	Refused


 7.3 Appeals - APP/C1570/W/21/3267624 Land to the north of Eldridge Close, Clavering, Essex CB11 4FZ appeal dismissed. APP/C1570/W/21/3268299 Elm Cottage Further Ford End, Clavering, Saffron Walden CB11 4SG appeal dismissed and costs refused.
14.7 Village Sign Working Party – Item 14.7 taken here with the permission of the Council. The working party had not met, however a member of the Working Party had contacted the company that made the original sign, and they were willing the original quote of £250 to create a new sign, once a design had been determined. The discussion was interrupted by a Parishioner – he was called to order. Cllr Couchman called a point of order about the member of the Working Party speaking, as she was not a Cllr. It had to be explained that she was on the Working Party as was agreed in the August Meeting.
8. Flooding and drainage –No update received.
9. Village Greens/Parish Land
9.1 Trees – Copse at Stickling Green – A quote was received from Treetops, split into seven areas, following discussion, it was proposed to accept the quote for all the works totally £2,255 + VAT. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Stanford, Abstain: 1, 6 in Fav. It was determined there was money in reserves, but that the budgeting for tree works would need to be increased. Cllr Couchman questioned why there was only one quote. He was reminded that the Council had voted in the July meeting to suspend Financial Regulations, and agreed to ask Treetops to carry out a survey and quote accordingly.
9.2 Trees – Colehills Close and Cherry Tree Stickling Green – A quote was received from Treetops to fell the cherry tree on Stickling Green, and to fell the two cherries on the mound at Colehills Close. The quote also covered the large silver birch tree, for a crown reduction, due to ivy on the trunk it had not been possible to carry out a thorough inspection. Cllr Carter volunteered to fell the cherry tree on Stickling Green, and remove the waste. He was thanked for this offer. Following discussion, it was proposed that Treetops were instructed to fell the two cherries on Colehills Close for £300 + VAT, and that all Cllrs would inspect the birch tree, and bring it back to the October meeting as to whether it should be reduced. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav. 
9.3 Land behind Cricketers – The neighbouring Parishioner had no equipment to cut the area but was willing to help. The area was overgrown and needed strimming and the debris removed for disposal to keep the ground lean. Cllr Carter had strimmed the area round the new hornbeam cut to stop it being choked. It was determined to put a request in the Newsletter for someone to come forward to strim the area and clear the debris, and that this should be completed annually.  
9.4 Grass Cutting Contract – The Clerk had repeatedly tried to contact Paul Abrahams, without success. Due to areas that were being missed from the grass cutting tender repeatedly, plus a query over the latest invoice, it was determined that the Clerk should write to Paul Abrahams, giving him 10 days to contact her, before further action was taken.   
10. Highways Matters
10.1 Tonnage Limitation – There was no update.
10.2 Speed limit at the Mills – No actions to be taken, provided by Cllr Couchman. 
11. Training – It was determined that the Clerk should attend the SLCC two day conference virtually, at a cost of £100 + VAT. P: Cllr Stanford, S: Cllr Carter, All in fav. The Clerk would also be attending the CAPALC conference and the free Scribefest/NALC conference. It was noted that Cllr Gill attended Adult Mental Health Awareness Training via EALC (free). 
12. Policies Review – The following policies were reviewed: Allotments Rules – remove item 4L, and review when the allotment working party was set up; P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter, All in fav. Compliments and Complaints policy - readopted; P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav. GDPR – it was determined to retain the current GDPR wording, but add the NALC template, adapted for CPC P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Stanford, Abstain: 1, 6 in fav; Equality Policy - it was determined to adopt the NALC template adjusted for CPC. It was established that this policy referred only to employment. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, Abstain: 1, 6 in fav. 
13. Assets of Community Value – It was noted that the Planning Committee decided to list Hill Green as an ACV on 17th August 2021. It was recommended to CPC that heirs to the lease are traced.  It was determined not to take known information forward. Only one person had come forwards regarding the groups held at the Fox and Hounds PH.
14. Representative Reports
14.1 [bookmark: _GoBack]Allotments – A verbal report was delivered following the Allotment Meeting on 8th September (written report to be included in October’s meeting pack). A Point of Order was raised by the Clerk, as following a phone conversation with an allotment holder, it was apparent that Cllr Couchman had visited the allotments, on the day of the meeting. Cllr Couchman confirmed that he had, but that he was acting as an individual, not on behalf of the Council, ’though he later corrected himself and stated he had spoken as a councillor. The allotment holder had volunteered to drive a digger, if a trench were to be dug, and clear allotment plots. The Clerk had requested that these offers were put in writing, with evidence of suitable insurance cover, for the October meeting. It was determined that the Clerk would write to the Chief Executive of Thames Water to request for access to their water supply. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Barrow, All in fav. The Clerk was also requested to ask Affinity Water to quote to create a new connection from the highway to the allotments. P: Cllr Stanford, S: Cllr Gill, All in fav. Quotes were also to be sought for companies that carry out moleing to install new pipework. 
Request for the meeting to continue beyond 9.30pm granted. 
14.2 Footpaths and Byways – Cross field footpaths had not been reinstalled. These were to be monitored. 
14.3 Jubilee Field Committee – A report was received.
14.4 EALC – A report was received.
14.5 UDC Local Plan Town & Parish Council Workshop – A report was received.
14.6 UALC – A report was received. Cllr Gill was happy to continue as a representative for the Council, and the Council supported this . 
14.7    
14.8 Defibrillators – Cllr Gill reported that when the defibrillator had been collected on 3rd September, the emergency services advised they did not have the location recorded. Thankfully the code provided opened the cabinet. This was clarified with Community Heartbeat, who confirmed that both defibs are registered with East of England Ambulance Service, but sometimes the switchboard puts people through to other areas of the country. 
15. Clerks report - General correspondence and monthly report circulated. Cllr Couchman asked that a Parishioner’s questions submitted by email, after the last meeting, be circulated to all councillors. The Clerk advised him that the Parishioner had withdrawn his questions. Cllr Gill, as Chairman, confirmed she had been copied in on the questions and also the subsequent email by the Parishioner concerned. 
16.   Risk Assessment Book – Village Hall defibrillator deployed but not used 3rd September. Both defibrillators ‘rescue ready’ 3rd September 2021. The bridge in Simon’s Wood needed to be reported. Cllr Stanford would do this. The Clerk was asked to chase up Rissa Long and the Highways Rangers as the footpath by the Village Hall was impassable. 
17. Finance  
17.1 To approve cheques – The cheques were approved bar 1972, due to an invoicing query P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Stanford, All in fav. 
17.2 Signatory – Proposal: Further to the resolution of 9th August 2021 whereby Cllr Robert Clayton will be an authorised signatory on the NatWest Bank Accounts - It is resolved that: The Authorised Signatories in the current mandate, for the accounts detailed in section 1.3 namely all accounts held with NatWest by Clavering Parish Council, be changed in accordance with the section Authorised Signatories. And the current mandate will continue as amended. P: Cllr Gill S: Cllr Stanford, All in fav.
17.3 Saffron Building Society – It was confirmed that the matured funds from the 1 year Bond with Saffron Building Society were placed in the already existing account on 12.8.21. Total amount £5,037.48 included a further £0.23 interest credited.

	Credit Received 
	 

	Wages s/o
	£539.18

	Balance at NatWest Bank 01.09.2021
	£12,466.01


	Balance of Clerk’s Expenses Account 31.08.2021
	£87.05



	Clerk’s Expenses Account
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	15.08.2021
	Clerk’s Expenses Printer Ink
	£8.32
	£9.99
	£1.67

	06.09.2021
	Corsto website hosting
	£29
	£34.80
	£5.80

	16.09.2021
	Force36 email hosting (9 accounts)
	£27
	£32.40
	£5.40

	13.08.2021
	Recorded postage HMRC
	
	£2.06
	

	19.08.2021
	Postage Allotment letters
	
	£22.80
	

	Total
	
	
	£102.05
	£11.87



	Cheque
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	1970
	Clerk’s Expenses Account top up 
	
	£102.05
	

	1971
	Maurice Howard – Internal Audit 2020/2021 
	
	£150
	

	1972
	Paul Abrahams 23rd June (21st June on previous invoice) 13th July grass cutting
1st July Pond
	£185
£185

£30
	£400
	

	1973
	Castle Water – water bill – December 2020 – June 2021
	

	£930.34
	

	Total of Cheques to be paid
	
	
	£1,582.39
	

	Total of Outstanding Chqs 
	
	1968
1967
	£400
£32.10
	

	After above Cheques 
	
	
	£10,451.52
	



18. Items for the next Agenda – Carols, Call for sites – dispensations from Monitoring Officer, donation for Mike Patmore. 

19. Access Licence over Village Green at Hill Green.
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it will consider commercial interests relating to an access license over Village Green at Hill Green. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter, Against: Cllr Couchman, Named voted requested. In Favour – Cllrs Gill, Carter, Clayton, Stanford, Ryan, Barrow. 
An update was received.
20. [bookmark: _Hlk84271547]Potential Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a potential dispute. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter, Against: Cllr Couchman, Named voted requested. In Favour – Cllrs Gill, Carter, Clayton, Stanford, Ryan, Barrow.
Correspondence was awaited from the Insurer’s Solicitor. Clerk was asked to chase. 
21. [bookmark: _Hlk63173593][bookmark: _Hlk68620441]Ongoing Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a dispute. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, Against: Cllr Couchman, Named voted requested. In Favour – Cllrs Gill, Carter, Clayton, Stanford, Ryan, Barrow.
The Dispute Committee were due to meet following the meeting. 

Meeting closed at 10.04pm

Date of next meeting: 9th October 2021




