


[bookmark: _Hlk484625455]  Minutes of the Clavering Parish Council Meeting held in the Clavering Village Hall on Monday 11th October 2021 at 7:30pm. Present – Councillors Stephanie Gill (Chairman), Rob Clayton, Richard Carter, Martina Ryan, Ron Couchman, Brian Barrow. Three Parishioners, District Cllr Oliver, and County Councillor Gooding were present in part.
1. Chairman welcome – The Chairman welcomed those present. It was explained that the Clerk was unwell therefore absent. The minutes of the meeting would be written up from the recording and any agenda item requiring advice from the Clerk as Proper Officer would be moved to the November meeting. It was requested that masks were worn at the meeting, but that they could be removed for speaking.
Following the last meeting Cllr Gill reminded the participants of sections from the Standing Orders:  ‘Members of the public may make representations, ask questions and give evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to attend in respect of the business on the agenda.’  They also provided that there is a period of time designated for public participation at a meeting in accordance with that standing order.
The Standing Orders further provided that no one shall obstruct the transaction of business at a meeting or behave offensively or improperly. Loud conversations and calling out to the councillors by members of public during the business section of the meeting are considered to be two such obstructions. The parish council’s standing orders provide that any person so obstructing the meeting may, after a vote by councillors, be no longer heard or immediately excluded and removed from the meeting.    
The Chairman may invite a member of the public to speak during discussions of agenda items by councillors, if it was considered appropriate to do so.
The Chairman advised those present that the Clerk would be virtually attending a two-day conference on 13th &14th October, and taking agreed annual leave the week of 25th October.
No election was called to the vacancy arising from the passing of Cllr Patmore so the Council could co-opt.
2. Apologies for absence – Apologies were accepted for Cllr Stanford due to family reasons, P: Cllr Clayton, S: Cllr Carter, All in fav.  
3. Declaration of Interest – Cllr Gill declared a pecuniary interest in UTT/21/2770/HHF. Cllr Carter asked if there need to be a declaration of interest re. Item 9 Donation in Memory of M Patmore. The Chairman stated that Clerk had advised that this would be considered as a Chairman’s Allowance Donation. Donations made in the past re. serving councillors E Abrahams and D Abrahams had not required declarations of interest.
4. Public Participation Session – A Parishioner mentioned again the cover on the pavement of the Stortford Rd still being in place after 15 months and dangerous. The Chairman stated that she had spoken to Highways Agents who had come out to place plastic barriers where railings alongside Stickling Brook were damaged over two and a half years ago. They informed the Chairman that the cover was considered safe as it has a chamfered edge, but could not indicate when a repair would occur.
The Parishioner referred to the tree growing on the sharp corner at Middle Street and obstructing the highway. The Parishioner also stated that another Parishioner had suggested the Fox and Hounds PH as a venue for the Carols.
A parishioner referred to stones being placed on Parish Land outside Peacocks along the Arkesden Rd. It was also observed that the shared entrance drive to this had been widened across parish land. The Chairman advised that the Clerk would need to verify maps held, planning permissions for the shared drive, and could then write to the owners on these matters if required or refer back to the PC
The parishioner stated that Quicksie Hill leading from Arkesden will be closed for 5 days, but this route is heavily used by Clavering residents and there has not been much advance notice. The Clerk to be asked to post upcoming road closures on Facebook. 
A Parishioner advised the meeting that he and his wife had resigned from the Speedwatch Committee due to lack of interest from other members of the community and also as they had taken on other commitments in the village. He asked that the PC Newsletter advertise for more Speedwatch volunteers. The Chairman agreed to do this. The Parishioner also advised that the Bowls Club were looking to install a sprinkler system and asked for information on the Easement Grants.  He was advised to contact the Clerk for the forms which are self-explanatory and also look for funding to have been sought elsewhere as well. The parishioner asked if any information on the Planning Progress and Reforms due to be introduced by UDC after a recent review had been received by CPC. The Chair advised that she was not aware of the Clerk receiving such and that the next Planning Forum would be expected in January 2022, and referred the question to District Cllr Oliver who had not received any information but was waiting on minutes of a UDC Committee.
A Parishioner asked questions which related to the ongoing legal dispute, and was advised that, as he has been previously informed many times, as he was not party to the dispute the questions would not be responded to. He then posed a hypothetical question that the Chair informed him she could not answer as the hypothesis demanded could not be determined.  He then asked further questions which obviously related to the ongoing legal dispute which went unanswered by the Chair. The parishioner commented that he had asked reasonable questions and the Chair reminded him that, per standing orders, questions asked during the public participation section shall not require a response at the meeting.
5. To approve and sign minute of previous meetings – September 13th Public participation – Should read Item 14.7 was moved, this was agreed. 
Item 13. Should be UDC Cabinet not planning committee; also it was asked whether a vote had been taken here. No-one could recall hence Minutes Signing to be put to November Meeting after Clerk checks the audio. Next meeting date- should read 11th October this was agreed.  The September In Camera report was not circulated. The August in camera was still outstanding as not received as Cllr Couchman had a query. Both to be received at the November Meeting.  
6. District and County Councillors Reports - District Councillor Report was received. Cllr Gill commented that she had commented as a serving councillor re. Governance, and reducing the number of Councillors, not on behalf of the PC, as they decided not to comment. She explained that the consultation was open to all. 
7. Planning
7.1 Cllr Gill left the room for UTT/21/2770/HHF
	Planning Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	UTT/21/2785/LB
No Comment 
	Willow Cottage Clatterbury Lane
	Retention of stud wall dividing existing large bathroom into 1 x bathroom and 1 x shower room
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/21/2850/FUL
	Pond Cottage Hill Green
	Section 73A Retrospective application for change of use of land from
agricultural to domestic
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/21/3016/FUL

	Helegrene House Wicken Road
	Removal of condition 10 (Development must be built in accordance with
Optional Requirement M4(2) (Accessible and adaptable dwellings) attached to planning application UTT/21/2076/FUL
	Awaiting Decision

	[bookmark: _Hlk85978013]UTT/21/2770/HHF
No Comment
	Clatterbury House High Street
	Work to existing detached garage - re-roof with pantile roof tiles, replace
current garage door with rolling up metal door, make good interior from water damage and make good existing internal garage windows
	Awaiting Decision


 

UTT/21/2850/FUL - No Comment on change of use. However, may it be confirmed that the pond was required to be reinstated after the development took place see (UTT/16/2047/FUL) is still in place and not affected by this application UTT/21/2850/FUL.
UTT/21/3016/FUL - The Parish Council was confused by the language used in the description of this application. The Parish Council expects to see that large homes currently being built in the village are accessible and adaptable dwellings, and notes that the applicant’s agent promotes such builds. It is of the opinion that the condition ought to remain.
7.2 UDC Decisions
	Planning reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	[bookmark: _Hlk515907438]UTT/21/0977/OP

	Land West Of Colehills Close Middle Street
	Outline application for the erection of 10 no. dwellings with all matters
reserved apart from access
	Awaiting Decision


	UTT/21/1922/FUL

	Funstons Commercial Centre Clatterbury Lane
	Application to vary conditions 7 and 8 of application UTT/15/3631/FUL -
Amendments to on-site parking and storage facilities.
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/21/1998/FUL

	Land South Oxleys Close Stortford Road
	Erection of 13 no. dwelling houses and associated development
	Awaiting Decision


	UTT/21/2677/OP 
	Millcroft, Mill Lane Clavering
	Outline application with all matters reserved except access, for the erection of 1no. 1.5 storey detached dwelling and single storey cart lodge, with alterations to existing access
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/21/2617/HHF 
UTT/21/2618/LB
	Black Lodge Mill End
	Change in roof pitch of outbuilding to suit change in roofing materials to clay tiles
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/21/2552/FUL 
	Curles Farm 
	
	Approved

	UTT/21/2720/FUL 
	Land West Of Larkrise Wicken Road
	Erection of 3 no. dwellings with carports
	Awaiting Decision


 It was expected that the next UDC Planning Ctee – 27th October – would consider land on Lower Way, and Oxleys Close.  This clashed with the NALC Biodiversity Training Session – any other councillor able to attend the Biodiversity Training to contact the Clerk asap.
7.3 Appeals – Appeal Ref: APP/C1570/W/21/3271280 Ashcroft, Wicken Road, Wicken Bonhunt, Saffron Walden CB11 3UL, allowed.
7.4 Call for Sites – Reminder that it was considered that Dispensation requests were required from the Monitoring Officer at UDC in order to allow the full discussion by the council when UDC released the information on the analysis of each site (promised for October and now expected to be considered an agenda item at the November meeting).
  6. County Councillor Report taken here - Cllr Gooding advised -
· that he no longer receives the notifications of road closures as he once did relating to his Ward, and was concerned that work was going ahead without the required notices.
· that he had been informed that the issue regarding the repair on the Stortford Rd pavement was for a Utility Company; as parishioners believe it to be a ECC Highways drain issue, he agreed to visit himself and take his findings back to ECC Highways
· that the Mobile Library in Clavering is not being used at all. Moving this to a Saturday from a weekday has meant the pre-school and school cannot visit it as an activity. He agreed to source usage data from previous years so the PC could try to investigate why use had fallen as the service runs the risk of being lost completely to Clavering.
· the current status of Byway 61 as he understood matters. 
He stated that the ‘Locality Fund’ grant was again available and the Allotments’ pipe works could be considered under this. He was asked to investigate the status of the CPC application to the UDC Local Highways Panel for the replacement VAS at the Shop. All papers had been passed to him; nothing has appeared on the UDC LHP project summary, nor has CPC been advised why the project is not being taken forward.
8. Flooding and drainage – Covered in County Cllr comments and questions. The Clerk was asked to write to Cllr Lee Scott, ECC Highways, on this via email.
9. Donation from CPC for Michael Patmore – It was determined to donate £50 to 1st Newport Scouts. It would go on November cheque listing. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav.
10. Carols – It was advised that the Church Christingle would be on 19th Dec. The School play would be on evenings of Tues 14th & Thursday 16th. Tuesday 21st December was suggested. The Clerk was asked to write to Cricket Club and ask permission.
11. Village Greens/Parish Land
11.1 Trees – Copse at Stickling Green – To note that Treetops LTD will cease trading from 31st October, due to retirement. Treevolution Tree and Hedge Services Ltd, has been set up by one half of the Treetops team, and has agreed to honour the quotes presented at the September meeting.
11.2 Trees – Colehills Close – It was determined not to reduce the silver birch tree, but to remove the ivy from the base. 
11.3 Land behind Cricketers – It was noted that Cllr Carter strimmed and cleared the area. Cricketers PH have placed sleepers on PC land. The Clerk was instructed to send a letter, maps and photos.
11.4 Grass Cutting Contract – An update and report were received following a meeting on 7th October. The Clerk was instructed to write to Paul Abrahams confirming information at meeting and asking for Hill Green footpath to be cut before winter, plus Dick Ball Meadow and the Horse Pond.
11.5  Willow House Drive – Moved to the November meeting. 
11.6 Hedge behind the Village Sign – The Clerk was asked to write to the Highways Rangers and ask that the hedge at Blacksmiths Corner was faced back, and thanking them for cutting the overgrowth by the road sign at Middle Street/Blacksmiths Corner.
11.7  Tree on Middle Street – The Clerk was instructed to write to the Highways Rangers as the tree was considered to be obstructing a sharp bend on the highway public highway (Road at Middle St). There was also possibly another overgrown tree on Middle St which could be considered to be obstructing the highway.
12. Highways Matters
12.1 Tonnage Limitation – Clerk was asked to resend email to Cllr Gooding, who would advise by return the best route of action, possibly height restrictions would be more effective.
12.2 Speeding on Arkesden Road – A Parishioner had requested CPC look into measures to reduce the speeding on Arkesden Road. Cllr Gooding was still present at the meeting and advised that, if this was taking place in the 30mph section, to contact the police and ask them to carry out speed checks:  contact name, Chief Inspector Janette Rawlingson. If in the de-restricted zone then speeding enforcement is difficult.   
It was noted that The Safer Essex Roads Partnership was staging an engagement workshop on Vision Zero and the Safe System Approach to Road Safety, hosted by Jane Gardner, Deputy Police Fire and Crime Commissioner on 13th October.  Cllr Gill forwarded the invitation to the Clavering SpeedWatch Coordinator but received no response; she enrolled on the free workshop and will disseminate the information to the PC and the SpeedWatch Committee. 
13. Assets of Community Value – A report was received (on rep reports) it was agreed Cllr Ryan would contact some club/group users at the PH.
14. Representative Reports
14.1 Allotments – The Clerk’s written report of Meeting in September should have been in Oct Meeting pack – to be included in November’s pack. 
14.1.1  An update was received on the contractors’ site visit and expected visit. 
14.1.2 It was determined to keep the allotment rent at £10 for the coming year. 
14.1.3 It was determined to write to the insurance company, and ask whether they would contribute to the costs associated to reinstate the water, Cllr Ryan agreed to help draft the letter.  
14.1.4 Plots – two allotment holders wanted to give up a plot each.
14.2 [bookmark: _GoBack]Footpaths and Byways – Cllr Carter would report a footpath with a steep bank, that required attention. The bridge at Simon’s wood was not slippery. 
14.3 [bookmark: _Hlk85986365]Jubilee Field Committee – A written report was received.
14.4 EALC – A written report was received.
14.5 UDC Local Plan Town & Parish Council Workshop – A written report was received.
14.6 UALC – A written report was received.
14.7    Village Sign Working Party – A written report was received. The Clerk was requested to send a letter to the company who quoted to provide an aluminium product from a photo to clarify the quote (ie whether from a painting or hi-spec photo of the painting) Working party member to provide contact details and information.
14.8 Village Litter Pick – A written report was received.
9.30pm Permission to continue agreed. 
15 Clerks report - General correspondence and monthly report circulated. 
16 Risk Assessment Book – Both defibrillators rescue ready on 8th October. Highways Rangers had removed a bench for repair. 
17 Finance  
17.1 To approve cheques - The cheques were approved, bar 1972, as still under investigation and 1978. P: Cllr Clayton, S: Cllr Barrow, All in fav. 
17.2 Quarterly Accounts –   Moved to November meeting. 
	Credit Received VAT
Precept
	£714.06
9,955 

	Wages s/o
	£578.40

	Balance at NatWest Bank 01.10.2021
	£21,342.18


	Balance of Clerk’s Expenses Account 01.10.2021
	£102.91



	Clerk’s Expenses Account
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	15.09.2021
	Clerk’s Expenses Printer Ink
	£8.32
	£9.99
	£1.67

	06.10.2021
	Corsto website hosting
	£29
	£34.80
	£5.80

	16.10.2021
	Force36 email hosting (9 accounts)
	£27
	£32.40
	£5.40

	24.09.2021
	Recorded postage 
	
	£9
	

	Total
	
	
	£86.19
	£11.87



	Cheque
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	1974
	Clerk’s Expenses Account top up 
	
	£86.19
	

	1975
	DM Payroll Services 2021-22 1st half of the year 
	
	£66
	

	1972
	Paul Abrahams 23rd June (21st June on previous invoice) 13th July grass cutting
1st July Pond
	£185
£185

£30
	£400
	

	1976
	Clavering Village Hall – Allotment Meeting 8th September
	


	£24
	

	1977
	Clerk’s expenses – mileage for allotment meeting
	
	£18
	

	1978
	Vote to be taken in camera – legal dispute
	£1,142.80
	£1,371.36
	£228.56

	Total of Cheques to be paid
	
	
	£1,965.55
	

	Total of Outstanding Chqs 
	
	1968

	£400

	

	After above Cheques 
	
	
	£18,976.63
	



18 Items for the next Agenda - NALC FUTURE COMMUNITIES 2021 Thu, 2 Dec 2021 09:00 - 16:30 GMT Full Training Day re. Planning £50 (plus £3.75 fee and VAT), Carols. 

19 Access Licence over Village Green at Hill Green.
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it will consider commercial interests relating to an access license over Village Green at Hill Green.      P: Cllr Gill S:  Cllr Clayton. For: Cllr Carter, Ryan, Barrow, Gill, Clayton.  Ag: Cllr Couchman Named Vote requested.
An update was received.
20 Potential Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a potential dispute. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton. For: Cllrs Carter, Ryan, Barrow, Gill, Clayton. Ag: Cllr Couchman Named Vote requested.
An update was received.
21 [bookmark: _Hlk63173593][bookmark: _Hlk68620441]Ongoing Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a dispute. P: Cllr Gill S:  Cllr Carter. For: Cllrs Clayton, Ryan, Barrow, Gill, Carter.  Ag: Cllr Couchman. Named Vote requested.
An update was received.

Date of next meeting: 8th November 2021



