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Are you interested in representing your community?
Do you think you could help make a difference?
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Clavering Parish Council currently has four vacancies 
It is able to co-opt new councillors 
The main task of the Council is to carry out activities for the benefit of the village and to help influence decisions taken at higher tiers of government to ensure that the views and opinions of the parishioners are taken into consideration. 
The role and task loads of Parish Councillors may be altered in the coming years:
 Essex County Council is still considering devolving to Town and Parish Councils many of the services it traditionally provides. 
Could you help Clavering Parish Council achieve its aims?
Do you feel that you can serve your local community in this way?
If anyone feels able to put themselves forward, or would like more information as to what the position involves, please do contact the Parish Clerk (07986 914991) or the Chair, Stephanie Gill (01799 550212) 

Please note Parish Council candidates must be eligible to stand for the position, namely be aged 18 years or over, be a qualifying British or Commonwealth citizen, and also meet at least one of the following criteria:
· Registered local government elector for local authority area 
· Occupied as owner or tenant any land or premises in the local authority area during the whole 12 months preceding nomination/co-option
· Principal or only place of work (including unpaid) during last 12 months in local authority area
· Lived in the local authority area during the last 12 months
· Live/occupied or own property within 4.2 km (3 miles) of the parish boundary
You cannot be a councillor if you 
· are employed by the Parish Council in some capacity or hold a paid office (including any joint boards or committees)  or
· are subject of a Bankruptcy Restrictions Order (or interim restrictions order) in England or Wales  or
· have been sentenced to a term of imprisonment of three months or more (inc. suspended sentence) without option of a fine, during the 5 years before polling day  or
· are serving a disqualification due to being found guilty of a corrupt or illegal practice by an election court	

[bookmark: _GoBack]Parish Council Meeting 11th October 2021 
Three parishioners present with the District and County Councillors present in part.
The Chair welcomed all, again advising of the guidance for speakers and attendees concerning masks. The Clerk was absent through illness. Cllr Stanford had sent apologies which were accepted. 
The Chair reminded those attending of the Council’s Standing Orders relating to public participation and to obstructing the transaction of the business of a council meeting. She explained that, if appropriate, a parishioner might be invited to speak during the business section but only with the permission of the Chairman and Councillors. She advised that the Clerk was ‘virtually’ attending a two-day conference that week and that the Clerk will be taking agreed annual leave the week of 25th October. UDC had not advised that an election had been called to the fill vacancy arising from the passing of Cllr Patmore so the Council may co-opt.
A parishioner mentioned again the cover on the pavement of the Stortford Rd still being in place after 15 months, referred to the tree growing on the sharp corner at Middle Street and obstructing the highway, and stated that another parishioner had suggested the Fox and Hounds PH as an alternative venue for the Carols.
A parishioner referred to stones being placed on Parish Land along the Arkesden Rd and also observed that a shared entrance drive across parish land along the road had possibly been widened. The parishioner informed the meeting that Quicksie Hill leading from Arkesden will be closed for 5 days and there has not been much advance notice, despite this route being heavily used by Clavering residents. 
A parishioner advised the meeting that he and his wife had resigned from the Speedwatch Committee due to lack of interest from other members of the community and also as they had taken on other commitments in the village, and asked that the PC Newsletter advertise for more Speedwatch volunteers. The parishioner advised that the Bowls Club were looking to install a sprinkler system and asked for information on the CPC Easement Grants.  The parishioner asked if any information on the Planning Progress and Reforms due to be introduced by UDC after a recent review had been received by CPC; this question was referred to District Cllr Oliver who also had not received any information.
 A Parishioner asked questions relating to the ongoing legal dispute and was advised that, as he has been previously informed many times, the questions would not be given a response as he was not party to the dispute. He then posed a hypothetical question which could not be answered as the hypothesis demanded could not be determined.  
Flooding and drainage issues: Cllr Gooding to liaise with Cllr Carter for site visits with an ECC drainage representative. EC Cllr Lee Scott, Highways Portfolio, to be written to on this matter
Colehills Close: Cutting down of dead trees had been agreed in the September meeting. Agreed that the silver birch will not be reduced in height, though ivy will be removed from its trunk. 
Tonnage Limitation Signage Middle Street/Lower Way: Cllr Gooding advised that he will correspond with CPC Clerk soonest on this to clarify matters, but explained he understood width restrictions are easier to enforce than tonnage limitations.
Grass cutting contract: Councillors met with the contractor and omitted areas will be addressed before the winter.
Hedge Behind Village Sign: Clerk to write to UDC Local Highways Panel (LHP) and ask that the hedge at Blacksmiths Corner is faced back by the Highways Rangers, thanking them for cutting the overgrowth by the road sign at Middle Street/Blacksmiths Corner.
Tree on Middle St Corner: Clerk to write to UDC LHP as the tree is considered to be obstructing a sharp bend on the public highway (Road at Middle St). There is also possibly another overgrown tree on Middle St which could be also considered to be obstructing the highway.
Land beside The Cricketers PH: This area has been strimmed and cleared but sleepers appear to be encroaching on Parish Land – Clerk to investigate
Speeding on Arkesden Road: Further to concerns raised by a parishioner, confirmation to be sought whether this relates to the 30mph zone. Cllr Gooding advised if that is the case then CPC write to the police, asking for formal speed monitoring.
The invitation sent to the Clavering SpeedWatch Coordinator to attend a Safer Essex Roads Partner-ship engagement workshop on Vision Zero and the Safe System Approach to Road Safety was not responded to. Cllr Gill, therefore, to attend on 13th October.  
Assets of Community Value (ACV): Much more evidence needs to be collected before a formal request to list the Fox and Hounds PC may be processed.
Representative reports: The following reports in the Meeting Documents Pack were noted – 
Jubilee Field, EALC, UDC Local Plan and Town Parish Council Forum, UALC, Village Sign Working Party & Village Litter Pick
Risk Assessment: Both defibrillators checked and rescue ready 8th October. Bridge on the footpath at the side Simon’s Wood Jubilee Field investigated and not found to be slippery. UDC’s Highways Rangers have taken away the bench at Church End for renovation. 
Clerk’s Report: Noted. Finance: Cheques approved; draft quarterly accounts in meeting pack
Allotments: Determined that rents will stay at £10 for the coming year, two plots being given up by tenants. One contractor has visited the site, one due to visit, for quotes on work required to reinstate water supply. Agreed ask the insurance company for a donation towards the costs
In memory of the late Cllr Michael Patmore: Agreed to donate £50 to the 1st Newport Scouts 
Carols on the Village Green: Date determined as Tuesday 21st December 2021
Access Licence, Potential Disputes and Dispute: Discussions held in camera, as considered confidential matters 

Planning Received for PC Comment:
UTT/21/2785/LB Willow Cottage Clatterbury Lane Retention of stud wall dividing existing large bathroom into 1 x bathroom and 1 x shower room No Comments
UTT/21/2850/FUL Pond Cottage Hill Green Section 73A Retrospective application for change of use of land from agricultural to domestic Comment Made
UTT/21/3016/FUL Helegrene House Wicken Road  Removal of condition 10 (Development must be built in accordance with Optional Requirement M4(2) (Accessible and adaptable dwellings) attached to planning application UTT/21/2076/FUL Comment Made
UTT/21/2770/HHF Clatterbury House High Street Work to existing detached garage - re-roof with pantile roof tiles, replace current garage door with rolling up metal door, make good interior from water damage and make good existing internal garage windows No Comments
UTT/21/3028/HHF & 3029/LB The Thatch Valance Road Butts Green Conversion of outbuilding to residential use, single storey link extension, internal and external alterations. Notice received after agenda posted and response required before next meeting; if no extension on comment allowed by UDC, Clerk may comment in line with CPC’s policy on listed building permissions. 

Planning Determined UDC:
UTT/21/2552/FUL Curles Farm Pelham Road Erection of B8 storage building (for long term car storage) Approved

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place on Monday 8th November 2021
at 7.30pm in Clavering Village Hall. 
The Parish Council understands that as Government Guidance on Covid -19 is still being followed, it can be difficult for parishioners attending the meetings to hear clearly the councillor discussions. However, there is a stand-alone microphone used at meeting, which also is connected to a hearing loop. 
Approved Council Minutes and Financial Statements will be found 
on the Parish Council website:  https://www.claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk/   
Draft Council Minutes are posted on the Parish Council Board and the website.
The Council normally meets the second Monday of each month. 
The next Agenda can be found in the week before each Meeting on the 
Parish Council’s notice board by the Post Box at Clavering Shop and the Parish Council website with the latter also providing the supporting meeting documents
 The Clerk continues the process of uploading information onto the PC website.
Please contact the Clerk if you wish to access any information that is not yet posted there,
or if you find a mis-posted document
YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
 Chair: Stephanie Gill:            Vice Chair: Robert Clayton:  
Councillors:  Brian Barrow:          Richard Carter:        Ron Couchman:   
                                                  Martina Ryan:         Rebecca Stanford:   
    Clerk: Mrs Jess Ashbridge:  07986 914991        Email: clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Council Address: Clavering Clerk. PO Box 1376, CAMBRIDGE, CB1 0GS

The Clerk’s availability to parishioners is usually Wednesday & Thursday, 11am-2pm
~   ~
Website Link to report Highway problems to Essex County Council
http://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads.aspx
This website page can be used to report problems (such as potholes, traffic lights not working,    pavement/kerb/drainage defects, overgrown trees or hedges, blocked/damaged footpaths, and more).
~ ~
Village Green Waste Service at Clavering Place Farm, Stickling Green
This service is available for Clavering and Langley residents only:  it is paid for via their parish precepts
10.30am - 11.30am 
16th October   ~  13th November
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Essex Mobile Library Clavering Christian Centre   10.30 – 11am
   30th October  ~  20th November  ~  11th December
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
The Annual General Meeting of Clavering Jubilee Field
(Registered Charity No: 277011) will take place on
Wednesday 20th October 2021 at 8pm in the Village Hall, Clavering
All persons registered in the Parish of Clavering are invited to attend
 but only  those over the age of 18 are entitled to vote.
AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the AGM held on 13th October 2020
3. Matters Arising
4. Chair’s Report - Chair
5. Correspondence – Secretary
6. Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer
7. Club Reports  (Tennis Club, Bowls Club, Football, Countryside Group, British Legion, Village Hall, Scouts)
8. Election of the Committee of Management for 2022
9. Any Other Business
By order of the Chair D. Duckworth 31st August 2021

The Annual General Meeting of Clavering Village Hall 
 Monday 1st November 2021  8pm in the Village Hall Clavering
All persons over the age of 18 and resident in the Parish of Clavering are invited to attend.
The Village Hall is an important part of the village and the Council of Management welcomes parishioners’ views on both its organisation and maintenance.       Registered Charity No: 301283 
AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the AGM held on 12th October 2020
3. Matters arising from the minutes
4. Chairman’s Report
5. Receive the report of the Council of Management and the Accounts of the Village Hall for the year ended 31st October 2021
6. Retirement and re-election of the Members of the Council of Management
7. Any Other Business 						J Hartley - Secretary
CPC Biodiversity Policy Working Party
The Parish Council is keen to set up a working party to determine if Clavering should have a formal Biodiversity policy, the final content of which will then be approved by the Full Parish Council. If any parishioner has an interest in such matters and would like to participate please contact the Parish Clerk in the first instance.

Nominating the Fox and Hounds PH to be an Asset of Community Value
To date, only one village organisation has come forward with information to help support this nomination, despite the Parish Council being aware that, pre-pandemic, many community organisations met in the Fox. 
If your group is unsure of what information is required to help the Parish Council in its determination of whether to take this nomination forward, please do contact the Parish Clerk to discuss.  Thank you.

Report of the District Councillor – Cllr Edward Oliver  - 11th October

New Chief Officer: As is now common knowledge Uttlesford District Council (UDC) has appointed a new Chief Officer, Peter Holt, and he is now in place and resident in the district. So if there are queries relative to the Chief Officer they can be sent to him.
Stansted Airport Appeal As most will be aware Manchester Airport Group (MAG) applied to increase the passenger numbers flying from Stansted. This application was refused by UDC. This refusal was appealed by MAG and UDC's decision was overturned by the Inspectors, who granted MAG costs against UDC. 
This was then appealed by UDC in the High Court, where their action was set aside. UDC has now decided not to apply for a judicial review. So this long saga has come to an end with UDC's council tax payers looking at legal fees of some £2.5million. UDC's Councillors will now be looking at the manner in which it was agreed to contest this appeal and the accountability for these actions will need to be understood.
UDC's New Local Plan: UDC is continuing with its work on the new draft Local Plan and, as is known, has published the results of its "Call for Sites". In Clavering there are 14 sites containing 302 houses. They will not all obtain approval, but even so! This does give pause for thought and whether there is a need for a Neighbourhood Plan for the Ward. It will clearly be too late for this new UDC plan but there will be another one coming after this one and it always best to be prepared
Solar Farms: Recently there has been a spate of planning applications for Solar Farms in neighbouring areas. At present when such "Farms" come to the end of their useful lives they are deemed to be "Brown Field" sites, making it much simpler for owners to gain planning permission. It is important that these sites are returned to their "Green Field status"
Parish Councillors: A recommendation to reduce its number of councillors by 2 to 9 came before UDC's GAP Committee recently and was agreed. So the matter progresses as there is now a 2nd Consultation
Starlings Green Workings: Following the last month's Clavering PC's meeting, I did follow the matter up with UDC's Panning Enforcement section. The Chief Enforcement Officer is only just back from maternity leave and there is a large backlog of work to get through, but she is aware of the interest in the matter and it will not be forgotten


Notes of the verbal report given by the County Councillor – Ray Gooding – 
11th October 2021 
In addition to answering questions asked of him relating to the business on the agenda, 
Cllr Gooding advised -
· that he no longer receives the notifications of road closures as he once did relating to his Ward and is concerned that work is going ahead without the required notices being given, though obviously such notice would not be required for Emergency Work.
· that he had been informed that the issue regarding the repair on the Stortford Rd pavement was for a Utility Company, but he agreed he would come out and visit himself and take his findings back as parishioners believe it to be a ECC Highways drain issue.
· that the Mobile Library in Clavering is not being used at all. It was discussed that moving this to a Saturday from a weekday meant that the children at the pre-school and school cannot visit it as an activity. Cllr Gooding agreed to source usage data from previous years and the PC would try to investigate why use had fallen as, if this continues, the service runs the risk of being lost completely to Clavering.
· the current status of Byway 61 as he understood matters. 
Cllr Gooding stated that the ‘Locality Fund’ grant was again available and the Allotments’
pipe works could be considered under this.
Cllr Gooding was asked to investigate what had happened to the CPC application to the UDC Local Highways Panel for the replacement VAS at the Shop. All papers had been passed to him and yet nothing has appeared on the UDC LHP project summary, nor has the CPC been advised why the project is not being taken forward.
  
THANK YOU 
Cars parked on the narrow pavements in our village can unfortunately force children, parents with pushchairs, and the elderly to walk in the road if there is no room to pass.
Please do park courteously on the road so as not to obstruct the pavement.

Clavering Rainfall – July, August and September
July and September were considerably wetter than normal with 73.3mm (2.9ins) and 72.5mm (2.8ins) but August was drier than normal with 34.8mm (1.4ins).  
The wettest July day was the 25th with 34.7mm (1.4ins) from a heavy thunderstorm followed by rain showers. The wettest days in September were the 13th and 14th, when heavy rain started at approximately 0645 and continued until around 1500.  Even so there were still 20 days without rain during September.									Brian Barrow


================================================================
DEFIBRILLATORS AT THE VILLAGE HALL and VILLAGE SHOP
If you have to make a 999 call, the call handler may decide that the defibrillator is required.
You will be asked if you are able to go to the village hall or the village shop to get the defibrillator,
 but this would usually only happen if someone else is able to stay with the person in need,
as phone contact with the emergency service must be maintained at all times.
The call handler will give you the code to open the yellow metal box beside the hall or shop entrance doors 
The hall’s defibrillator is the small carry case – like a child’s play-doctor kit – that is kept in the metal box. 
Take the ‘Ready Kit’ (transparent pouch), the ‘Covid-19’ pack and the carry case. 
The shop’s defibrillator is in a shoulder bag with the ‘Ready Kit’ in a small black bag attached to its strap.
ONLY THE SHOP’S DEFIBRILLATOR CAN BE USED WITH PADS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE – THESE MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE CABINET ALSO AND ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  
When you are back with the patient, open the defibrillator: you will then hear an automated voice giving instructions. IF NEEDED, REMOVE THE ADULT PADS AND ATTACH CHILD PADS. 
The call handler will also talk you through all that you must do and when the paramedics arrive they will take over from you.
REMEMBER
The defibrillator can go to the patient
No special training is required
The Emergency Services will guide you through everything
==========================================================================
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