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	CLAVERING NEWSLETTER
CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL
   Issue 177    10th  February 2022

  Email address:        clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
                                                                                  Editor: Stephanie Gill      


Parish Council Meeting 7th February 2022
Five parishioners and the District Councillor present. The Chair welcomed all, explaining that it was suggested that masks be worn for the meeting given the local infection rate was above the UK average. She mentioned the recent ‘Levelling Up’ White Paper which despite covering remote and hybrid meetings (and nationwide petitioning on these) does not give an indication of anything being put before Parliament to allow councillors to vote ‘remotely’ in such meetings. She also mentioned that she has been invited by the UDC CEO to represent Uttlesford Parish Councils and sit on a Stakeholder Panel for the interviewing of candidates for the Director of Planning position.   
A parishioner brought to the Council’s attention that the Clerk’s report for the meeting was not on the website; the Clerk apologised for the oversight. The Chair thanked the parishioner and stated that if needed it would be summarised during the meeting at that agenda item.  
A Parishioner asked for clarification on the agenda item of disbanding of the Village Sign Working Party. It was explained that it had been a ‘Task & Finish Group’ to produce a new design for the roundel insert. The Parishioner was thanked for bringing to the Council’s attention possible refurbishment required to the pheasant and the oak frame; this would be considered by Full Council at an upcoming meeting.
Village Greens: Quotes still awaited for two small dead trees at Hill Green. Cllr Ryan to assess work needed at the seat & its surrounds at the junction of Langley Rd/ Valance Rd and advise the council. Agreed works at Stickling Green Copse by the pump will commence week of 7th March
Village Sign Working Party: Noted this was now disbanded.
Broken VAS at the Village Shop: CPC to ask Essex Highways to carry out a speed survey as last one believed to have been undertaken in 2016
RCCE Housing Needs Survey 2018: Following a request by a parishioner for the document commissioned by the CPC  with its findings, RCCE has prepared a summary for release with the Council’s permission, and which does not disclose matters which may be considered confidential.   
Donations: Agreed to donate £1200 to the Jubilee Field Committee to help defray grass cutting costs (amount increased from that in CPC budget in anticipation of extra cuts needed for the Platinum Jubilee celebrations). Agreed to donate £150 to Clavering Care as given the cancellation of the Carols on the Green a village collection could not take place as usual for this cause.
Training: Cllr Gill attended the EALC Climate Conference 27th January as no other councillor was available. 
Storage of files at the Christian Centre: Offers made donating a free cabinet to be followed up.
UK Power Networks: Agreed to sign wayleave re. Parish Land at Roast Green to allow a new house to be connected to the grid
Defibrillators: Both defibrillators ‘rescue ready’ 7th February and now registered on The Circuit national database in addition to Webnos.
Representative Reports: Received on various meetings attended by Cllr Gill (see meeting pack).
It was advised that the Jubilee Field Trustees anticipate moving forward with fundraising for refurbishing the Adventure Playground and that they will be replacing a picnic bench after a recent safety assessment. 
Allotments:  Work to replace the water supply at the allotments will start 14th March – tenants and those with a right of easement over the access road have been written to. Five new tenants have taken plots, and three vacant plots are still available. A report was submitted on matters to be addressed at the allotments.
Clerk’s Report: Received and noted.
Finance: Cheques noted and agreed.  Cllr Stanford has inspected the accounts prior to their being passed to the Internal Auditor for an interim examination. 
Access Licence, Potential Dispute and Ongoing Dispute: discussion in camera as matters are considered confidential

Planning for PC Comment:
UTT/22/0057/HHF: Pavitts High Street Demolition of existing stable outbuilding and replacement outbuilding of the same size and section, part garage part cartlodge, with Home Office/Guest bedroom at first floor No Comment
UTT/22/0047/LB: The Wheelhouse Middle Street Proposed replacement of soleplate and internal/external plaster. No Comment
UTT/22/0296/PAQ3: Barn at Hill Green Prior Notification of change of use of agricultural building to 1 no. dwelling. Notification received too late to be an agenda item - Clerk to seek extension on latest comment date, which if not granted agreed that Clerk may comment in accordance with delegated authority. 
Planning Determined by UDC:
UTT/21/2850/FUL: Pond Cottage Hill Green Section 73A Retrospective Application for change of use from agricultural to domestic Approved
UTT/21/3356/FUL: Land Near Pelham Substation Maggots End Road Manuden Construction & operation of a solar farm, &etc. Refused
UTT/21/3386/PAQ3:  Barn At Hill Green Prior Notification of change of use of agricultural building to 1 no. dwelling. Withdrawn
UTT/21/3648/OP: Hill House Wicken Road Outline planning permission for the erection of 1no. dwelling with all matters reserved except for access and scale. Approved

The next Parish Council Meeting is expected to take place on  
Monday 14th March 2022 at 7.30pm in Clavering Village Hall
Approved Council Minutes and Financial Statements will be found 
on the Parish Council website:  https://www.claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Draft Council Minutes are posted on the Parish Council Board and the website.
The Council normally meets the second Monday of each month. 
The next Agenda can be found in the week before each Meeting on the 
Parish Council’s notice board by the Post Box at Clavering Shop and the Parish Council website with the latter also providing the supporting meeting documents
 The Clerk continues the process of uploading information onto the PC website.
Please contact the Clerk if you wish to access any information that is not yet posted there,
or if you find a mis-posted document

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
 Chair: Stephanie Gill:          Vice Chair: Robert Clayton:    
Councillors:  Brian Barrow:        Richard Carter:       Ron Couchman:   
                                     Martina Ryan:         Rebecca Stanford:    
    Clerk: Mrs Jess Ashbridge:  07986 914991        Email: clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk

Parish Council Address: Clavering Clerk. PO Box 1376, CAMBRIDGE, CB1 0GS
The Clerk’s availability to parishioners is usually Wednesday & Thursday, 11am-2pm

Essex Mobile Library Clavering Christian Centre   10.30 – 11am
Saturday 12th February        Saturday 5th March           Saturday 26th March 
Despite advertising that this service is not being used and the grave danger that it will be withdrawn, CPC has not received any correspondence to date to support its continuing.
Platinum Jubilee Commemorative Gift
The Parish Council would like to provide a Commemorative Gift to all Clavering children of primary school age and under to mark the Platinum Jubilee. 
We are currently considering items and costs as this would be funded by funds held by the Parish Council. However, we do not know how many children are presently resident in the village to help with our assessments!
Please may parent/guardians contact the Parish Clerk with the number of primary school and below children in their household as soon as possible (Names need not be provided).                                  Thank You!   

Parish Council Allotments
It has been noted that the Allotment Land is being used by dogwalkers, who access the area from Barlee Close, Stortford Road, dwellings adjoining the allotments or from the farmer’s field to the east of the allotment ground.  Dogs are not permitted on the Allotment Land and this was stated in the Parish Newsletter of June 2020.
Further, the Allotment Land may only be entered by those who are allotment tenants or their representatives as tenants pay for their plot(s) and the privilege to enter that area. 
This is the normal practice for land given over to allotments.

Walkers with dogs and villagers who have been accessing the Allotment Land and who are not tenants or representatives of tenants are politely requested to cease this practice.  Thank you.

(CPC acknowledge that there are residents, along with Thames Water, who have a legally documented right of pedestrian and vehicular access to their properties as agreed with CPC, and thus are entitled to use the tarmac access track at one end of the allotment land to do so.) 

Planned ECC Highways works on B1038 at Hill Green
Essex County Council has advised that the road will be closed at Clatterbury Lane from Monday 21st February until Friday 25th February to facilitate gulley installation. 
It is known that the surface water drains along this stretch of road do not function well.
The closure is day and night, though emergency access will be permitted. 
The maps indicate the road will be closed from the Village Entrance to the footpath at the end of Lower Hill Green. 
Villagers are reminded they should not drive on the Registered Village Green alongside this road closure. It is considered an offence to drive on a registered village green to avoid a road closure and any damage caused to the green in doing so is regarded as criminal damage. 
It is sad that recent road closures along this stretch of road have seen car, van and bus drivers drive over the green and damage it rather than take the prescribed detour: drivers even removed barrier fencing, despite the valiant efforts of the residents living there and the Parish Council 

Report of the District Councillor – Cllr Edward Oliver –7th February.
Council Spending: As will have been noted from stories appearing in the local press, Uttlesford District Council (UDC) have had notice from HM Government that they will have to restrict their spending by some £4m over a period of 4 years. This reduction will start in the year 2023/24. Further UDC will have to cease investing in property or other investments. UDC so far has borrowed some £275 m to acquire properties throughout the United Kingdom at advantageous terms. The reason this has come about is that councils as a whole throughout England have realised that there is a good return to be made on property rentals with interest rates being so low. Some of these investments have proved to have been risky and some councils, not UDC ,are now in financial trouble
It has been suggested that councils could sell their investments where there is a profit to help "balance the books". However due to some arcane legislation, councils cannot use capital monies to support revenue services. New rules have been brought in to ensure that councils concentrate their efforts in reducing costs, while still supporting their council tax payers, which of course is their primary function . This will not be easy and UDC's new chief executive has said "All will be on the table" from his post and salary through to members allowances 
To answer the obvious question, as the Government is not supporting local councils with grants already, what happens to the excess income from income from investments?  -  this is to be set aside and will be used to repay the property loans when they fall due.

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations (2nd to 5th June) - Working Group Meeting
Tuesday 15th February 7.30pm at Clavering Village Hall If you would like to be involved with the preparations for this, do come to this meeting. It will be considering the activities initially suggested, & any new ideas brought forward.  Contact Donna: claveringjubileefield@gmail.com 

Cheese and Wine Evening in aid of Clavering Church
Saturday 12th February, Clavering Christian Centre, 7 for 7.30pm 
Tickets £10 each.  Please contact Janet Hosford  

Clavering & District Royal British Legion – Annual Legion Dinner
Saturday 26th March Clavering Village Hall Tickets priced £25 each available from Liz Cable, Malcolm Smither,  and the post office counter at Clavering Shop
2021 Poppy Collection: It is pleasing to report that the local poppy collection topped £6,000. Thank you.

Clavering Landscape History Group- upcoming events
Sunday 20th February: Castle Mound. Morning work party to clear overgrown vegetation
Tuesday 22nd February 7.30pm –via Zoom: Sir George Clausen, artist (1852-1944) – talk given by Elizabeth Allen, Art Historian & Lecturer.
Monday 7th March 11am-1pm: Tour of Saffron Walden Museum Stores
Thursday 24th March 7.30pm: Spring Lecture on Clavering Castle Projects given by Simon Coxall (who led the village dig last year)  
Wednesday 20th April 7.30pm: AGM followed by short presentation on the 1921 census.
Unless stated, meetings are at the Clavering Christian Centre. 
 

Hands off Clavering AGM Thursday 17th March 7.30pm (via Zoom)
Please email handsoffclavering@gmail.com for more details and how to join the meeting 

Clavering Easter Arts and Crafts Show          Friday 15th & Saturday 16th April.
10am – 4pm at the Village Hall - featuring an exclusive selection of local Arts and Crafts. 
Adults £2 entry – Children free

Clavering Friends of St Clare Hospice    Annual Spring Fayre
Saturday 23rd April at Clavering Village Hall – we hope!
If you have any items of bric-a-brac, jewellery, toys, paperback books, linens, or new/nearly new clothes you would like to donate please call and we shall arrange to collect and store the items.


Green Homes Grant Local Authority Delivery Scheme  
If you are an Essex homeowner with a household income below £30,000, you may be eligible for up to £10,000 of work to make energy efficient improvements to your home.
Improvements covered by the scheme include insulation, heating (excluding gas and oil boilers),
heating controls, ventilation, hot water systems, solar thermal, solar PV, lighting.
The funding covers the entire cost of the improvements, up to £10,000.
See https://www.essex.gov.uk/cut-energy-costs/green-homes-grant-local-authority-delivery-scheme
Clavering Village Organisations, Sports and Interest Groups

If no contact information shown, please email the CPC Clerk on
Clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk. She will pass your email onto the relevant coordinator. Thank You

Clavering Jubilee Field: A registered charity with Trustees, helped by volunteers, who maintain the Jubilee Field, Simon’s Wood and the Adventure Playground. Decision making, administration, and fundraising roles for the varied events staged through the year.
Meet every 2 months. New trustees & volunteers welcomed, currently seeking a secretary.  Contact: Donna – claveringjubileefield@gmail.com
Clavering Village Hall: Trustees run this village asset as a registered charity, helped by volunteers. Roles involve organisation/administration/decision making and fundraising.
Meets every 2 months. New trustees & volunteers welcomed. 
Contact: John – claveringvhall@hotmail.co.uk
Clavering Village Fete: Volunteers organise this event, held in June every year, which raises funds for the Village Hall and also local organisations. Committee members always welcomed as well as volunteers for stalls, etc on the day!  claveringvhall@hotmail.co.uk
Clavering Easter Arts and Craft Show: Raises funds for the Village Hall and is organised by volunteers. Helpers at the show this year currently needed for 15th & 16th April   
claveringvhall@hotmail.co.uk
Clavering Care: Volunteers (enhanced DBS check required) provide transport for those in the village who have no means of travelling to and from medical, dental, optician, chiropodist & etc appointments. It is rare for helpers to be called on more than twice a month. Currently requiring new volunteers and holiday cover for the weekly prescription run from Newport Surgery for delivery to Post Office. 

Clavering Bowls Club: The green and pavilion are found at the Jubilee Field; matches and practices held April to September, and the group organises fund raisers and socials. New members are welcomed. Contact: Claveringbowls@gmail.com  
Clavering Cricket Club: (Non-league) Mixed, friendly matches are played on most Sundays in the Cricket Season with home games at Upper Hill Green. Players of hardball cricket of all ages welcomed. Social events organised.  
Clavering Foxes Football Club: The team plays in the Cambridge and District Sunday League, with home matches taking place at the Jubilee Field. New players welcomed
Contact: Rhys  - claveringfoxes@mail.com
Clavering Tennis Club: Courts and pavilion are at the Jubilee Field. 
See www.claveringtennis.org.uk for information on membership, teams and coaching.
Clavering Parish Council Allotments: Located on the Stortford Road. Plots are available for rent. Contact: clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk

Clavering Beavers, Cubs and Scouts: Usually meeting each week in term time, Beavers and Cubs meet at the Hall/Jubilee Field in Clavering whilst the Scouts convene as a troop with Newport Scouts.  Adult Leaders are always required (DBS checks mandatory).
Committee members for administration, treasurer and fundraising roles always welcomed. 
Clavering and Langley WI: Meet 2nd Friday of each month at the Langley Community Centre (or via ZOOM) with speakers. Other activities, such as walks and craft days, organised.  
Clavering, Newport & District Royal British Legion (RBL): Meet monthly at The Bull PH, Langley. Events, visits, talks and Annual Dinner held.      
RBL Poppy Sellers in Clavering: Helpers always welcomed. 

Clavering Friends of St Clare Hospice: Spring Fair and other events organised, volunteers always welcomed.  
Clavering Ball: Usually held every three years to raise funds for the NSPCC as well as village organisations.  
Clavering Bonfire & Fireworks Group: Organise a traditional family bonfire and firework night at the Jubilee Field on the Sunday nearest 5th November. Volunteers always welcomed
See Facebook @claveringfireworks 
Clavering Countryside Group: Interest group that also is involved in stewardship of Simon’s Wood at Jubilee Field and the Dick Ball Meadow; members also carry out the annual Scarlet Malachite Beetle and bee orchid surveys on the village greens. Talks organised.
Clavering Horticultural Society: Talks, two main shows, normally one outing per year fundraisers and ad-hoc events are held. Annual Membership entitles discounts on seeds. 
See www.claveringhorticulturalsociety.club, contact: claveringhorticulturalsociety@gmail.com
Clavering Information Box & Children’s Library: Located on Pelham Rd near Skeins Way, volunteers welcomed to help keep this clean and tidy. 
Clavering Landscape History Group: Activities range from talks to exhibitions to field-walking to hands-on archaeological digs. 
Clavering Players: Plays and pantos staged at Clavering Village Hall. More information on www.claveringplayers.com 
Clavering Speedwatch: The Volunteer Team is trained by the Essex Police, Fire & Rescue and County Council Partnership to monitor the speeds of motorists in the village. New Team members are required. 
Platinum Jubilee Working Group: Currently coordinating the village celebrations for 2nd -5th June 2022. Contact: Donna– claveringjubileefield@gmail.com
Hands Off Clavering: Resident organisation which considers planning applications which do not keep Clavering rural. Contact handsoffclavering@gmail.com
Litter Picking: As well as taking part in the organised Village Litter Picks – usually in the Spring –villagers may borrow the grabbers, bags and Hi-Viz jackets from the Parish Council at any time of the year. Contact Stephanie: cllr.smgill@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
Tea, Cake and Chat Meetings: After the closure of the Over-60’s Club in Clavering, a monthly meeting now takes place in St Margaret’s Church Community Centre, Wicken Bonhunt, with transport to & from Clavering available.  
 

Clavering Primary School: Non-parent School Governor roles may need to be filled; please see Essex County Council Website, essex.gov.uk/school-governors or contact the school to express an interest. For other voluntary positions at the school, please contact the school directly for more information, admin@clavering.essex.sch.uk 
Clavering and Arkesden PreSchool: A registered charity that is committee run. Often seeks volunteers and trustees to fill varied roles including officers.
Contact: claveringarkesdenpreschool@gmail.com

Uttlesford Foodbank: There is a collection point at the Clavering Christian Centre. 
Uttlesford Citizens Advice Bureau: Based in Saffron Walden. Trustees, Volunteer Advisers, and Flexible Volunteer roles advertised, see uttlesfordcab.org.uk/get-involved
CVS Uttlesford: A registered charity that champions and supports voluntary groups in Uttlesford, see cvsu.org.uk
                                            	    ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
ECC Climate Change Commission still has grants available of up to £20,000 to develop schemes with a Green Agenda; there is a bid process for these grants. Please contact our Essex councillor, Ray Gooding, directly for more information about the funding still available. 
See https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/new-fund-offers-gbp20-000-grants-for-projects-tackling-climate-change
Essex Highways: Integrated Passenger Transport Unit
The below Essex County Bus Contracts (ECC), operated by Stephensons of Essex, are due to expire on 31st July. ECC is taking the opportunity to take into consideration the Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP) and make use of developer funding. 
It intends to tender for enhanced timetables to begin 1st August 2022. 
Service 5 - Bishop’s Stortford to Stansted Airport – Monday to Saturday
Service 6 – Saffron Walden to Stansted Airport – Monday to Saturday  
Service 301 – Bishop’s Stortford to Saffron Walden – Monday to Saturday  
Service 313/313a – Saffron Walden to Great Dunmow – Monday to Saturday
Service 59/60 – Audley End to Haverhill – Monday to Saturday
These services do not cover Clavering but ECC welcomes comments from all on the proposed changes to the timetable.  For further information and to give feedback, please go to: https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/iptu/uttlesford-bus-consultation-feb-2022
Closing date for comments is Monday 28 February 2022. Online feedback preferred, however a copy of the consultation may be obtained from Saffron Walden Tourist Information Centre.

NEW Website Link to report Highway problems to Essex County Council
www.essexhighways.org/tell-us
Please use this website page to report problems.
Potholes, broken railings, pavement/kerb/drainage defects, blocked culverts, 
overgrown trees or hedges, blocked/damaged footpaths, and etc.,  may easily reported here.

Before a power cut or gas emergency be ‘Winter Ready’…..
· Know your free emergency numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency, dial 0800 111999.
· Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a Gas Safe registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
· Register as a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra support by signing up to the Priority Services Register. You can find out more about the Priority Services Register in London, the South and East of England by signing up at www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk.  
Keep your eyes open: Keep an eye on the weather forecast and, if you have a power cut or a gas emergency, check on your neighbours
================================================================
DEFIBRILLATORS AT THE VILLAGE HALL and VILLAGE SHOP
If you have to make a 999 call, the call handler may decide that the defibrillator is required.
You will be asked if you are able to go to the village hall or the village shop to get the defibrillator,
 but this would usually only happen if someone else is able to stay with the person in need,
as phone contact with the emergency service must be maintained at all times.
The call handler will give you the code to open the yellow metal box beside the hall or shop entrance doors 
The hall’s defibrillator is the small carry case – like a child’s play-doctor kit – that is kept in the metal box. 
Take the ‘Ready Kit’ (transparent pouch), the ‘Covid-19’ pack and the carry case. 
The shop’s defibrillator is in a shoulder bag with the ‘Ready Kit’ in a small black bag attached to its strap.
ONLY THE SHOP’S DEFIBRILLATOR CAN BE USED WITH PADS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE – THESE MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE CABINET ALSO AND ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  
When you are back with the patient, open the defibrillator: you will then hear an automated voice giving instructions. IF NEEDED, REMOVE THE ADULT PADS AND ATTACH CHILD PADS. 
The call handler will also talk you through all that you must do and when the paramedics arrive they will take over from you.				REMEMBER
The defibrillator can go to the patient
No special training is required
The Emergency Services will guide you through everything`
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