


[bookmark: _Hlk484625455]   Minutes of the Clavering Parish Council Meeting held in the Clavering Village Hall on Monday 7th February 2022 at 7:30pm. Present – Councillors Stephanie Gill (Chairman), Rob Clayton, Richard Carter, Rebecca Stanford, Martina Ryan, Ron Couchman, Jessica Ashbridge (Clerk). Five Parishioners, and District Cllr Oliver were present in part.
Meeting started at 7.32pm
1. Chairman welcome – Apologies were made for the late start to the meeting, Cllr Barrow was not present to open up the Hall. It was reported that in the recently published Levelling Up White Paper there had been no mention of hybrid/remote meetings resuming for Parish Councils, despite the lobbying by NALC and LGA. Cllr Gill advised that she had been invited by Peter Holt (UDC’s CEO) to join the Stakeholder Panel to interview candidates for the position UDC Director of Planning. It was also reported that an ECC road closure of Clatterbury Lane would soon take place and it was hoped drivers would not drive on village greens rather than take the detour.
2. Apologies for absence – No apologies were received. Cllr Barrow was not present at the meeting. 
3. Declaration of Interest – Cllrs Carter and Clayton declared a personal interest in UTT/22/0057/HHF, Cllr Gill declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 12 as a trustee of the Jubilee Field Committee.
4 Public Participation Session – A Parishioner asked why the Clerk’s Report was not on the website. It was advised as an oversight, the Cllrs had received it, and it would be added to the website. 
The Parishioner that had been on the Village Signs Working Party (WP) was surprised that there was an agenda item for the WP to be disbanded. She felt that more work was needed for the pheasant on top of the sign. 
5 To approve and sign minute of previous meetings – Cllr Carter had sent some grammatical amendments, which had been altered before the meeting.  In Appendix 1 Cheque no 1972 needed to be noted as ‘NOT PAID’. Cllr Couchman requested that the last paragraph of 13.1.2 was removed, due to inaccuracies. The other Cllrs stated the minutes were a true record of the meeting. The minutes of the Clavering Parish Council meeting held on 10th January were approved. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Clayton, Abstain: 2, 4 in fav.   
6 District and County Councillors Reports – Cllr Oliver’s report was circulated by email. He reported that Government would be cutting back on UDC spending from 2023/24 by £1,000,000 a year for four years. A Parishioner asked Cllr Oliver about the sign for Skein’s Way, as it had fallen down due to rotten posts, and it was believed to be UDC’s responsibility. A report had not been received Cllr Gooding (ECC)
7. Planning
7.1  
	Planning Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	[bookmark: _Hlk95411347]UTT/22/0057/HHF 
	Pavitts High Street Clavering CB11 4QR
	Demolition of existing stable outbuilding and replacement outbuilding of the same size and section, part garage part cartlodge, with Home Office/Guest bedroom at first floor
	No comments

	UTT/22/0047/LB  
	The Wheelhouse Middle Street CB11 4QL
	Proposed replacement of soleplate and internal/external plaster.
	No comments




7.2 UDC Decisions
	Planning reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	[bookmark: _Hlk515907438]UTT/21/1998/FUL

	Land South Oxleys Close Stortford Road
	Erection of 13 no. dwelling houses and associated development
	Awaiting Decision


	UTT/21/2720/FUL 
	Land West Of Larkrise Wicken Road
	Erection of 3 no. dwellings with carports
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/21/2850/FUL
	Pond Cottage Hill Green
	
	Approved

	UTT/21/3394/FUL 
	Brooklands Farm High Street 
	
	Refused

	UTT/21/3386/PAQ3 

	Barn At Hill Green 
	Prior Notification of change of use of agricultural building to 1 no. dwelling
	Withdrawn

	UTT/21/3356/FUL 
	Land Near Pelham Substation Maggots End Road Manuden
	
	Refused

	UTT/22/0002/LB
UTT/22/0001/HHF

	Sheepcote Green House 
	Proposed demolition of existing garage and erection of replacement single storey office/annexe. Awaiting Decision

	 UTT/21/3648/OP

	Hill House Wicken Road
	Approved

	UTT/21/3748/HHF

	23 Pelham Road Clavering
	Proposed demolition of existing potting shed and entrance porch. Addition of 2 no. dormer windows, garage conversion and changes to windows and doors. Additional
off road parking and alterations to drive. Awaiting Decision


UTT/22/0296/PAQ3 – The Clerk was instructed to seek an extension for comments on this application. If that was not possible comments could be made under the Clerk’s delegated authority in accordance with the Council’s previous comments on a similar previous application at the site. Cllr Couchman did not think it was appropriate for the Clerk to have such authority. 
8. Village Greens/Parish Land
8.1 Trees – Dying cherry tree on Hill Green by the pump, and the dead tree by the Views, Lower Hill Green, only one quote had been received, further photos of the dead tree by the Views had been forwarded to the tree surgeons approached before Christmas. Moved to March to allow more quotes to be received. 
8.2  Willow House Drive – As Cllr Barrow was not present this item was moved to the March Meeting. Two Cllrs were required to inspect the drive. The deed stated that the track should be of a hoggin and shingle surface, and not more than 3.5m wide. Cllrs Carter and Stanford would inspect it. 
8.3 Seat Valance Corner/Upper Langley Corner – The seat was situated on Highways Land. A request had been made to the Highways Rangers that it was cleared. Cllr Ryan volunteered to inspect it, and cut the area back to assess the seat. It was suggested by Cllr Couchman that the area was then added to the Council’s Grass Cutting Schedule & Contract. 
8.4 Stickling Green Copse – It was noted that the works on the Stickling Green Copse would take place the week commencing 7th March.
9. Village Sign – It was noted that the Village Sign Working Party had been disbanded as task of provision of a new roundel insert had been completed. Further works to the sign, such as maintenance for the pheasant were for the Full Council either to vote to renew the working party or to vote for actions to be taken. This item of further refurbishment would be moved to the next meeting. 
10. VAS Application -A report was received. It was determined to request for a speed survey to be carried out at the site of the broken VAS, and then to move forwards following the results. The Clerk was instructed to write to the LHI Panel to request the survey. 
11. RCCE – CPC had been approached by a Parishioner to access the RCCE Clavering Housing Needs Survey from 2018. RCCE had provided a summary of the summary, but required the permission of the Full Council before it can be passed on. It was requested that this item was moved to the March Meeting, and that the summary was circulated to Cllrs beforehand. Cllr Couchman requested that the full document was circulated to the Parishioner. It was explained this would not be possible due to the confidential nature of the document. 
Cllr Gill left the meeting.  
12. Jubilee Field – Following discussion it was determined to make a donation to towards grass cutting for 2021 of 10 cuts of £1,200. This was above the budgeted figure of £936. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Couchman, 1 against, 4 in fav.
Cllr Gill returned to the meeting.
13. Clavering Care – It was determined to donate £150 – that would have been spent on the Carols – to Clavering Care. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Gill, All in fav.  
14. Storage – As approved in December 2018, additional storage was required in the Christian Centre. It was determined to move this to the March Meeting, as there was the potential to be given a free cabinet.
15. Training – It was noted that, as no other councillor was available, Cllr Gill attended the EALC Climate Crisis Conference on 27th January; slides of the training would be circulated to all Cllrs. Cost of training agreed: £50 plus VAT
16. UK Power Networks – Request for laying of a low voltage underground cable on Roast Green. Wayleaves would be provided of £1.15 per annum. Proposal that the documentation was signed. The Clerk had failed to print the map for signatures, so would email the complete document to Cllrs Gill and Clayton. P: Cllr Gill, S: Stanford, All in fav.
17. Representative Reports
Allotments
It was noted that works to replace the pipes would commence on 14th March, for 4-5 days.
17.1.1 Clearance of unused plots and other matters, report received. It was suggested that an allotment management working party ought to be created. It was noted that non-allotment holders had been walking dogs through the site. It was determined to look to the Allotment Society for signage advising no dogs. Bridges across ditches from properties that backed on to the allotments should be removed. There was no clear path at the back of the allotments to access the hedge. Household rubbish and arisings on the spare land that would not rot down. Cllr Gill was thanked for the thorough report. It was determined that all Cllrs should visit the allotments site, that a piece would be placed in the Newsletter regarding dogs not being walked on the site, and also that the report should be sent to all the allotment holders.  
17.1.2 Potential new plot holders – It was noted that 5 new allotment holders had taken on plots rent free until October 2023.
17.2 Footpaths – None.
17.3 Village Defibrillators – A report was received. It was noted that the defibrillators were now registered with the Circuit Database, and Webnos. The defibrillators were rescue ready on 7th February.  
17.4 EALC (Zoom) Meetings: Finance Committee 13th January & Executive Committee 3rd February a verbal report was given. 
17.5 UDC - Peter Holt's (UDC CEO) Parish Meeting (via Zoom) - 25th January, a report was received.
17.6 EALC Climate Conference - 27th January via Zoom – a report was received. 
17.7 Platinum Jubilee Weekend 2022 – It was advised that the next meeting date would be 15th/18th February. It was determined that PC decision to purchase any commemoration item for the parish’s children of primary-school-age-and-below as it has done previously, would be moved to March, and to ask via the Newsletter for the number of children in the Village.  It was suggested that mugs were sourced by a company in Stoke on Trent.  
17.8 Uttlesford Association of Local Councils (UALC) - Next Executive Meeting (via Zoom) being scheduled for February
17.9 Jubilee Field Committee of Management - Meeting 2nd February. A verbal report was received. Playground suppliers were being approached, and it was likely that the £5,000 promised by CPC would be requested later in the year. 
18. Clerks report - General correspondence and monthly report circulated. It was added that correspondence had been received regarding a flashing flooding sign, and from Peter Holt. Cllr Couchman asked about the permission being granted for utilities to go across Hill Green to the Grain Store.  
19. Risk Assessment Book – Bench at the Christian Centre had tape placed on it. Highways: all items from last month’s Risk Assessment had been reported in except regarding passing places on Cock Lane, as more information was required from Cllr Barrow.
20. Finance  
20.1 To approve cheques – The cheques were approved. P: Cllr Clayton, S: Cllr Carter, All in fav.   
20.2 Accounts – To note that Cllr Stanford had inspected the accounts, they were waiting to be passed on to Maurice Howard. It was confirmed that a VAT refund was being applied for.
20.3 Green Waste – Contribution from Langley PC figure TBC – awaiting electorate figures from UDC.
20.4 Transfer of funds – It was determined to move £5,000 from Saffron Walden Building Society Investments to Current Account to fund tree works, Bowls Club grant, allotment works. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Gill, All in fav.
 
	Credit Received 
	Allotments £20

	Wages s/o
	£578.40

	Balance at NatWest Bank 1st February 2022
	£17,085.54

	Balance of Clerk’s Expenses Account 1st February 2022
	£148.77



	Clerk’s Expenses Account
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	17.01.2022
	Clerk’s Expenses Printer Ink
	£8.32
	£9.99
	£1.67

	31.01.2022
	Stamps
	
	£15.84
	

	06.02.2022
	Corsto website hosting
	£29
	£34.80
	£5.80

	08.02.2022
	Force36 email hosting (8 accounts)
	£24
	£28.80
	£4.80

	02.02.2022
	Force36 Domain renewal 2 years 
	£69.99
	£83.99
	£14

	Total
	
	
	£173.42
	£26.27



	Cheque
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	1996
	Clerk’s Expenses Account top up 
	
	£173.42
	

	1997

	Uttlesford District Council Garden Green Waste Service 10 collections. 
	


	£700
	

	1998
	Scribe Accounts annual subscription pro rata
Scribe accounts initial set up fee (one off)
	£36

£197

	£279.60
	£46.60

	1999
	SLCC Annual Membership
	
	£144
	

	2000
	EALC – Climate Crisis Conference 27th Jan 2022 Cllr Gill
	£50
	£60
	£10

	2001
	Clavering Christian Centre Storage 2021
	
	£50
	

	1993
	Jubilee Field Donation
	
	£1,200
	

	1994
	Clavering Care Donation (Carols)
	
	£150
	

	1995 
	ImpactU – deposit before works on the Allotments take place. 
	£2,112.28
	£2,534.74
	£422.46

	Total of Cheques to be paid
	
	
	£5,141.76
	£479.06

	Total of Outstanding Chqs 
	
	1981
1990
	£50
£740
	

	After above Cheques 
	
	
	£11,153.78
	



21 Items for the next Agenda
Allotments; Village Greens & Parish Land; RCCE Summary for Parishioner; Seat At Christian Centre; Village Sign refurbishment to wood post & surround and pheasant; 
Cllr Gill thanked the Parishioners for attending. 
22 Access Licence over Village Green at Hill Green.
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it will consider commercial interests relating to an access license over Village Green at Hill Green. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Stanford, Against: Cllr Couchman, In Favour Cllrs Gill, Clayton, Carter, Stanford, Ryan. Named vote requested.
An update was received.
23 Potential Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a potential dispute. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, Against: Cllr Couchman, In Favour Cllrs Gill, Clayton, Carter, Stanford, Ryan. Named vote requested.
An update on the Village Green at Butts Green was received.
24 [bookmark: _Hlk63173593][bookmark: _Hlk68620441][bookmark: _Hlk97197172]Ongoing Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a dispute. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Stanford, Against: Cllr Couchman, In Favour Cllrs Gill, Clayton, Carter, Stanford, Ryan. Named vote requested.
An update was received.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.36pm.										

Date of next meeting: 14th March 2022
[bookmark: _GoBack]



