


[bookmark: _Hlk484625455]  Minutes of the Clavering Parish Council Meeting held in the Clavering Village Hall on Monday 14th March 2022 at 7:30pm. Present – Councillors Stephanie Gill (Chairman), Rob Clayton, Richard Carter, Martina Ryan, Ron Couchman, Jessica Ashbridge (Clerk). Three Parishioners, and District Cllr Oliver were present in part.
 
1. Chairman welcome – Cllr Gill advised that she would be standing down as Chairman in May, having stayed on for 2 more years than she originally planned due to Covid-19 pandemic.
2. Apologies for absence – Apologies were accepted from Cllr Barrow due to ill health P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Barrow, All in fav. Apologies were accepted from Cllr Stanford due to ill health P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter, All in fav. 
3. [bookmark: _Hlk100053759]Declaration of Interest – Cllr Gill declared a pecuniary interest in UTT/22/0445/HHF.
4 Public Participation Session – A Parishioner reported that there were 8-10 blocked drains on Pelham Road, with only 3 running. One had recently been tarmacked over. Cllr Gill asked if they had been reported on the Highways website? It was advised that they had not. It was suggested that this was done, as more reporting would lead to swifter action. It was advised that the drainage team were due to come out and jet the drains from the Village Hall down the High Street, and Clatterbury Lane. It was asked whether they could attend Pelham Road too. 
A representative for Hands off Clavering (HoC) advised that the AGM would take place on Thursday 17th March via Zoom.  
5 To approve and sign minute of previous meetings – The resolution and decision re Item 22  - Resolution that the Access License for Grain Store, Hill Green, is signed subject to the confirmation that it is appropriate, to add VG54 to the front sheet of the document, if the solicitor considered it appropriate, or not. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Stanford, Abstain: 1, 5 in fav. was inserted. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav. The minutes of the Clavering Parish Council meeting held on 7th February were approved P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav.  The In Camera reports from 10th January, and 7th February, were received. 
Item 9 was moved up.  Access Licence over Village Green at Hill Green – It was noted that, after receiving a response and explanation from the solicitor as required under the formal vote of last month’s CPC meeting on this matter,  the access license was signed by the Chairman and Vicechair of CPC on 11th February, witnessed by the clerk, and returned to the solicitor. 
6 District and County Councillors Reports - An emailed report was received from Cllr Oliver. He also reported that due to changes, developments of more that 10 houses can go directly to the Planning Inspectorate rather via UDC. This would be the first item for discussion at the Planning Committee on 17th March. Cllr Gill stated that she had taken part in the stakeholder panel to advise on recruiting a new Planning Director for UDC.  
7. Planning
7.1 To be commented on – Cllr Gill left the room for UTT/22/0445/HHF
	Planning Reference
	Address
	Proposal	
	Decision

	UTT/22/0630/LB
UTT/22/0469/HHF 

No comments
	Great Barn Clavering Hall Stortford Road
	Proposed replacement of existing oil-fired boiler and oil tank with an air source heat pump system to rear of property to be enclosed within timber louvre panelled cabinets.
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/22/0445/HHF

No comments 
	Clatterbury House High Street
	Proposed work to existing detached garage (revised scheme to that approved under UTT/21/2770/HHF).
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/22/0451/PIP 
Object, full comments on UDC website, link below.
	The Grange Stortford Road
	Application for permission in principle for the erection of min. 9 dwellings and max. 9 dwellings.
	Awaiting Decision

	[bookmark: _Hlk100068928]UTT/22/0399/FUL
Object, full comments on UDC website, link below.
	Poppies Stortford Road
	Proposed demolition of dwelling and construction of access road to the land rear of Clavering Primary School
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/22/0355/FUL 

	Land South Of Wicken Road
	Proposed erection of 5 no. detached dwellings with associated detached garages.
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/22/0296/PAQ3
 UTT/22/0374/FUL
No comments
	Barn At Hill Green
	Prior Notification of change of use of agricultural building to 1 no. dwelling
	Awaiting Decision


UTT/22/0451/PIP: https://publicaccess.uttlesford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=R7CJMTQN01O00
UTT/22/0399/FUL: https://publicaccess.uttlesford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=R734M0QNKC400
UTT/22/0355/FUL: Neutral, mentioned inaccuracies in street scene, and request a condition to protect the mature hedge, to prevent the site suffering from a further loss of biodiversity.
UTT/22/0374/FUL: It was noted that a comment made by a parishioner had inaccurately been attributed to Clavering PC on the UDC Planning Portal
7.2 UDC Decisions
	Planning reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	[bookmark: _Hlk515907438]UTT/21/1998/FUL

	Land South Oxleys Close Stortford Road
	Erection of 13 no. dwelling houses and associated development
	Awaiting Decision


	UTT/21/2720/FUL 
	Land West Of Larkrise Wicken Road
	Erection of 3 no. dwellings with carports
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/22/0057/HHF 
	Pavitts 
	
	Approved

	[bookmark: _Hlk97737285]UTT/22/0047/LB  
	The Wheelhouse 
	
	Approved

	UTT/22/0002/LB
UTT/22/0001/HHF
	Sheepcote Green House 
	
	Approved

	UTT/21/3748/HHF
	23 Pelham Road
	
	Approved


8. Village Greens/Parish Land
8.1 Trees and grass cutting – Dying cherry tree on Hill Green by the pump, and the dead tree by the Views, Lower Hill Green, only one quote had been received from the four contractors asked. Paul Abrahams had quoted, he also quoted for cutting the willow tree back on Hill Green, as he could not mow underneath it. He had problems with the mole hills on The Bridges, and due to the gales, all the sticks everywhere. It was proposed to suspend financial orders and accept his quote of £400 for the requested and recommended work P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Gill, All in fav. It was determined that Cllr Carter would coordinate a working party to clear the fallen twigs.
8.2  Willow House Drive – Cllr Carter reported that the Access deeds state that the drive should be installed and maintained with hoggin and tarred shingle and not more that 3.5m wide. In 2011 it was 3m, in 2022 at its narrowest it was 3.9m, with single 10” deep. It was determined that the Clerk write to the owners with a copy of the access deed, and arrange a meeting with owners and Cllrs Carter and Stanford.  
8.3 Seat Valance Corner/Upper Langley Corner – Cllr Ryan had cleared the area around the bench. One slat was damaged on the bench, however as the bench had concrete ends it was suggested that if one was rotten then all should be replaced. The Clerk was instructed to ask if the Highways Rangers could add it to their schedule. Cllr Ryan was thanked for all her work.
10. Village Sign – It was determined that the bracket needed to be taken off, and the pheasant repainted with hammerite, or wire brushed and left, or painted silver or gold. The surround required an application of linseed and diluted white spirit. It was advised that the new roundel be removed while the application of white spirit and linseed oil was applied. It would be revisited in April.  
11. RCCE – CPC had been approached by a Parishioner to access the RCCE Clavering Housing Needs Survey from 2018. RCCE had provided a summary of the summary, but this required the permission of the Full Council before it could be passed on. It was proposed that the summary be sent to the Parishioner.  P: Cllr Gill S: Clayton, All in fav.
12. Storage – As approved in December 2018, additional storage is required in the Christian Centre. To determine whether to purchase a filing cabinet. Moved to April.
13. Notice board – Following the recent storms the noticeboard fell and broke. The insurance company had paid out £904.54 to replace it. A report was received, it was determined that the Clerk return to the insurance company, as the amount paid out, was below the value of the old board. The favoured bard of those on the report was the oak noticeboard. The Clerk was instructed to make a purchase up to the delegated powers of £1,450. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav.  
14. Letter from a Parishioner regarding funds held in an account related to the Millennium Celebrations – It was determined to write and thank the Parishioner, and suggest that the money was put to the Jubilee Celebrations as a it had come from a community fund. 
15. Request from the family of the late Cllr Patmore to place a Memorial Bench at Upper Hill Green – It was determined to write to the family, and suggest that they purchase a composite 8ft bench, it could then be placed on the concrete pad next to the pump on Hill Green. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav. 
16. Village Spring Litter Pick – It was determined to hold the Litter Pick on 2nd or 3rd April.
17. Provision of Platinum Jubilee Mugs/Commemoration Item for all Clavering Children of primary school age and below – At the time of the meeting there had been 23 requests for mugs. It was determined to place another request on Facebook. A report was received with different mugs/different prices/minimum orders etc. Moved to April.
18. Representative Reports
Allotments
It was noted that the works to replace the pipes commenced on 14th March. An allotment holder had offered to pay the contractor cash to install another standpipe, the contractors had contacted the council immediately as the works are a PC Contract. After discussion with the PC Allotment representative, he would not pay the actual amount required. The allotment holders had been advised at the end of January that 3 standpipes would be funded by the Council, further standpipes could be funded by the holders if they wished. It was apparent that this conversation had not been held between the allotment holders prior to works commencing. 
13.1.1 Allotment Report – A report was received. The report was sent on to all allotment holders, with proposed actions noted. Clearing had occurred, and other positive actions. 
13.1.2 New plot holders – to note all vacant plots had been filled rent free until October 2023. There were 2 plots which had not yet been paid for, and a waiting list of further potential holders.
13.1.3 Other Allotment Actions – Requests had been made from an allotment holder about installing a small pond for wildlife (about a foot in length), and from another holder inviting the Brownies to help tend the plot. It was determined that the Clerk would write as the Parish Council approved these actions. 
13.2 Footpaths – None.
Permission was granted for the meeting to proceed beyond 9.30pm.
13.3 Village Defibrillators – A report was received. Motion for Agenda: It was noted and agreed to grant retrospective permission for Clerk ‘s emergency spending to facilitate purchase of spare pads and new rescue ready kit. P: Cllr Gill S: Cllr Barrow, All in fav.
13.4 EALC (Zoom) Meetings: A verbal report was received. The EALC AGM would take place on 23rd September at Hylands Park, Cllr Gill to attend. EALC has recommenced in-house training.
13.5 Platinum Jubilee Weekend 2022 – A report was received. Proposal: In accordance with advice received from UDC, that Clavering Parish Council apply for the UDC Platinum Jubilee Grant before 22nd April 2022 in the amount detailed by the Platinum Jubilee Working Group, which was coordinating the celebrations of the weekend in conjunction with various village organisations. 
P:  Cllr Barrow S: Cllr Carter, All in fav. 
13.6 Uttlesford Association of Local Councils (UALC) – A report was received.
13.7 - Essex Superfast Broadband Event:  A report was received, the Clerk was asked to chase Gigaclear about works on Stickling Green. 
14. Risk Assessment Book – The defibrillators were rescue ready on 13th March. The trees on the triangle at the Mills required surveying. A post had been knocked down outside the Chapel. The Clerk was instructed to ask GWB to replace it. 
15. Clerk’s Report – Report received and noted. The Balaam Family were thanked for allowing the Green Waste to be collected from their property. 
16. Finance  
16.1 [bookmark: _GoBack]To approve cheques – Cheques 2002,2003,2004,2005 were approved P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter, All in fav. It was proposed to pay ImpactU the remainder of the invoice upon receipt of acceptable work.  P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter, All in fav. It was proposed to pay Geddings Manor Farm invoice if the same amount as last year, if it was received before 31st March. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav. 
16.2 Green Waste – Contribution from Langley PC £147 has been requested.
16.3 Internal Audit – It was noted that Mr Howard was unable to carry out an interim audit of the accounts but was expected to be able to carry out the end of year audit
16.4 Localities Fund Grant – It was noted that the Clerk had completed the Paperwork required by Essex County Council for the Grant funds made available by Cllr Gooding to defray the cost of replacing the water pipes at the allotments, and the grant had been approved.
16.5 To note the following virement: 
From Audit Challenge Reserve (ACR) to General Reserves £3,023.75 ACR now NIL
16.6 Asset Register – The asset register was approved P: Cllr Clayton, S: Cllr Ryan, All in fav. 

	Credit Received 
	Allotments £60
Transfer from SBS Account £5,000

	Wages s/o
	£578.40

	Balance at NatWest Bank 28th February 2022
	£17,619.38

	Balance of Clerk’s Expenses Account 28th February 2022
	£143.49



	Clerk’s Expenses Account
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	17.02.2022
	Clerk’s Expenses Printer Ink
	£8.32
	£9.99
	£1.67

	25.02.2022
	Stamps
	
	£21.12
	

	06.03.2022
	Corsto website hosting
	£29
	£34.80
	£5.80

	08.03.2022
	Force36 email hosting (8 accounts)
	£24
	£28.80
	£4.80

	End of March
	Norton Life Lock (last year’s figures)
	£54.16
	£64.99
	£10.83

	Total
	
	
	£159.70
	£23.10



	Cheque
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	2002
	Clerk’s Expenses Account top up 
	
	£159.70
	

	2003

	Community Heartbeat - pads
	£78 + £4 postage
	£98.40
	£16.40

	2004
	Treevolutions – Stickling Green Copse, Colehills Close
	£2,225
£300
	£2,525

	

	2005
	Clavering Bowls Club - grant
	
	£1,000
	

	Total of Cheques to be paid
	
	
	£3,783.10
	£16.40

	Total of Outstanding Chqs 
	
	1981
1990
1993
1999
	£50
£740
£1,200
£144
	

	After above Cheques 
	
	
	£11,693.28
	



17. Items for the next Agenda – Copse at Stickling Green, Triangle at the Mills tree survey, Works on Stickling Green – Cllr Couchman to send a report. 
The Parishioners were thanked for attending. 

The following items were taken in reverse, item 20, 19, 18. 

19. Ongoing Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a legal dispute. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter, All in fav. 
[bookmark: _Hlk100316257]Cllr Couchman misunderstood the initial vote, changed his vote to Against, and a named vote was requested. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter, Against: Cllr Couchman, in fav: Cllrs Gill, Clayton, Carter, and Ryan.
An update was received with advice from the insurer’s solicitor.
19.	Potential Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a potential dispute. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter, Against: Cllr Couchman, in fav: Cllrs Gill, Clayton, Carter, and Ryan named vote requested.
An update on the Village Green at Butts Green, was received. The Clerk would be returning to the insurer’s solicitor. 
18. Employment - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns employment matters. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav. 
The payscales for 2021 were reviewed, and pay was adjusted accordingly, per NJC and NALC advice. The Clerk’s letter of resignation was received. The Clerk was thanked for her work, the vacancy would be advertised on EALC. 
										

Date of next meeting: 11th April 2022



