


[bookmark: _Hlk484625455]   Minutes of the Clavering Parish Council Meeting held in the Clavering Village Hall on Monday 11th April 2022 at 7:30pm. Present – Councillors Stephanie Gill (Chairman), Rob Clayton, Richard Carter, Martina Ryan, Rebecca Stanford, and Jessica Ashbridge (Clerk). Three Parishioners, and District Cllr Oliver were present in part.
1. Chairman welcome – The Chairman welcomed those present, and reported that the phone box with the children’s library had been subjected to an arson attack. A neighbour found it, and the authorities were called. There had not been that much damage, but the electrics may need to be checked. Litter bins in Wickham Bonhunt had also been vandalised on the same evening. It was also reported that Cllr Ryan was looking at the recruitment of some new Cllrs. 
2. Apologies for absence – Apologies were accepted for Cllr Couchman due to illness P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav. 
3. Declaration of Interest – Cllr Clayton declared a personal and prejudicial in UTT/22/0745/FUL and a pecuniary interest in 8.4. Cllr Carter declared a personal and prejudicial interest in UTT/22/0745/FUL and UTT/22/0597/LB.
4 Public Participation Session – A representative for Hands Off Clavering advised that the organisation had changed its name to Keep Clavering Rural. He advised that the revised layout of the Lower Way development consultation, had not altered much from the original refused application.  
To approve and sign minute of previous meetings – The minutes of the Clavering Parish Council meeting held on 14th March were approved with the addition that the meeting was closed by the Chairman at 10.18pm. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Clayton, Abstain: 2, 4 in fav.  
5 District and County Councillors Reports – Cllr Oliver did not have a report. A new planning director had been appointed. It was felt that a new Local Plan would be required for UDC to get out of Special Measures. 
7. Planning
7.1 To be commented on Cllrs Clayton and Carter left the meeting for UTT/22/0745/FUL and Cllr Carter remained out for UTT/22/0597/LB.
	Planning Reference
	Address
	Proposal	
	Decision

	UTT/22/0745/FUL 
	15 Pelham Road
	Proposed conversion of existing annex into 1 no. separate dwelling on land to rear of 15 Pelham Road.
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/22/0727/HHF
No comments 
	Marigold Cottage Pelham Road
	Installation of dormer window
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/22/0597/LB
No comments 
	The Old House Church End 
	Rebuild storm-damaged collapsed roof structure and gable wall.
	Awaiting Decision


UTT/22/0745/FUL – It could be considered that the property was not an annex, as it had a kitchen and bathroom and therefore was not ancillary to the main house. There was no vehicular access to the property, and the parking was not adequate, or clearly defined. The property would be backland development, and not in keeping with the street scene. It would also be outside of the village envelope. The indicated bus services did not exist in Clavering. Cllr Oliver was asked whether the application could be ‘called in’ to the planning committee.

7.2 UDC Decisions
	Planning reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	[bookmark: _Hlk515907438]UTT/21/1998/FUL

	Land South Oxleys Close Stortford Road
	Erection of 13 no. dwelling houses and associated development
	Awaiting Decision


	UTT/21/2720/FUL 
	Land West Of Larkrise Wicken Road
	Erection of 3 no. dwellings with carports
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/22/0630/LB
UTT/22/0469/HHF 
	Great Barn Clavering Hall 
	
	Approved

	UTT/22/0445/HHF 
	Clatterbury House High Street
	Proposed work to existing detached garage (revised scheme to that approved under UTT/21/2770/HHF).
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/22/0451/PIP 
	The Grange
	
	Refused

	UTT/22/0399/FUL 
	Poppies Stortford Road
	Proposed demolition of dwelling and construction of access road to the land rear of Clavering Primary School
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/22/0355/FUL 
	Land South Of Wicken Road
	Proposed erection of 5 no. detached dwellings with associated detached garages.
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/22/0374/FUL
	Barn At Hill Green
	Conversion of existing Grain Barn to a residential dwelling
	Awaiting Decision


7.3 CPC Report on the UDC Planning Committee held 16th March 2022 – A report was received.  

8. Village Greens/Parish Land
8.1 Trees and grass cutting – To note that the dying cherry tree on Hill Green by the pump, had not been felled as there is a bees’ nest on it. It would be felled in the winter. Paul Abrahams had felled the dead tree by the Views, Lower Hill Green, and had cut the willow tree back on Hill Green.
8.2  Willow House Drive – A letter had been sent to the owners, but they were not available until after Easter. A meeting would be arranged with Cllrs Carter, Stanford and the owners.
8.3 Ponds – A report on funding for pond restoration/creation on Parish Land, private gardens and farm land was received. Cllr Carter advised that he would contact the owner of the Horse Pond, to advise that tree works around the pond were carried out, to bring more light in to the pond. It was also suggested that there used to be great crested newts in the pond on Upper Hill Green, by Pond Cottage. A Parishioner was granted permission to speak and suggested that the pond on the south side of Stickling Green by Grasshoppers could also use some attention. The Clerk was asked to add a post to facebook for private ponds. 
8.4 Stickling Green Copse – The works to the copse are complete. Thanks had been sent from Parishioners. There had been a request for the Council to consider replacing the old fencing around the pump with a shorter picket fence.  A Parishioner had volunteered to paint the pump with black hammerite paint. Cllr Carter advised that the pump had seized, and it would require wire brushing and painting. The fence needed to be inspected, and probably would need to be replaced. A composite fence was suggested. Cllrs Carter and Ryan would meet with the Parishioner. 
8.5 Stickling Green building works – No update (Councillor’s report not received at the time of publishing) Moved to the May meeting.
8.6 Village Green Triangle at the Mills – Trees fell in this area in recent storms. It was determined to instruct tree surgeons to look at this area and advise on possible works required as the triangle is bounded by the public highway on each side. P: Cllr Gill, S: Cllr Carter, All in fav.
8.7 Sign on Hill Green – Art show sign had been placed on Hill Green, the sign had a commercial advert on it, but had been removed prior to the meeting. The Art Show had not contacted the PC about parking on Hill Green. It was hoped that parking in the Village Hall Car Park would be sufficient.  
9. Village Sign – Cllr Carter suggested that Glenn Waite be approached to quote for the work required for the village sign.
10. Annual Meeting of Parish – 16th May, to note that the District and County Councillors had been asked to speak, as have the Chairs of the Village Hall & Jubilee Field and the Platinum Jubilee Working Party. It was determined that no other speakers were required to be asked. 
11. Storage – As approved in December 2018, additional storage is required in the Christian Centre. It was determined to purchase a four drawer filing cabinet from Viking £119 excluding VAT. P: Cllr Clayton, S: Cllr Carter, All in fav.  
12. Notice board – The insurance company had paid out, however the initial spec that had been sent to the insurance broker was for a smaller board than required, and without all the additional spec needed. Cllr Ryan recommended sending them the full specifications for the board. 
13. Request from the family of the late Cllr Patmore to place a Memorial Bench at Upper Hill Green – There was no update.
14. Provision of Platinum Jubilee Mugs/Commemoration Item for all Clavering Children of primary school age and below – It was determined, following a discussion, to order china mugs from mugs-uk at£4.15 a unit. It was determined to order the minimum order over 100 mugs (108) – 72 had been requested by Clavering parents, plus more were required for other groups, and the rest would be sold. P: Cllr Stanford, S: Cllr Ryan, Abstain: 1, 5 in fav. 
15. Representative Reports
 15.1.1 Allotments – A report was received. 
15.1.2 Letter from an Allotment Holder – A letter was received, in response it was advised that there needs to be a 4ft path by the hedge, fencing for muntjac and rabbits was fine, how would a skip be funded? The maintenance of a turning area needed to be addressed. The idea of a Whatsapp group was a good one, that the allotment holders could do themselves. A community orchard might require a change of use, and would require a society to run it, and would require ongoing maintenance, and funding. Another allotment holder had requested a new plot on the spare land, it would require the land to be sprayed, ploughed and rotavated before it was suitable – this would not be able to take place until the autumn. The Clerk was instructed to return to the allotment holder with the details. 
15.1.3 Allotment Rubbish –  An adjoining landowner had requested that rubbish was not allowed to blow into their ditch following ditch clearing. 
15.1.4 Allotment Rules re tap keys – It was determined to write to the allotment holders regarding the tap keys and ask for a £5 refundable deposit for the key, and to change the allotment rules. P: Cllr Ryan, S: Cllr Stanford All in fav.  
15.2 Footpaths – The bridleway in Roast Green one tree was down, Elm Street Lane, cleared by Highways, but another tree had come down, it had been reported. 
15.3 EALC Committee Meeting: A report was received.
[bookmark: _Hlk102823287]15.4 UDC Local Councils Liaison Forum: A report was received.
15.5 UDC Planning Development Forum: A report was received, a further discussion occurred In Camera.
15.6 Platinum Jubilee Weekend 2022 – A report was received.
   15.7 Uttlesford Association of Local Councils (UALC) – A report was received.
16. Risk Assessment Book – The Defibrillators were ‘rescue ready’ on 9th April. The phone box arson. 
17. Clerk’s Report – Correspondence with Nigel Brown and consultation on the proposed development on Lower Way had been missed from the Clerk’s report. 
18 Finance  
18.1 Revised Cheque Schedule - To note revised cheque schedule relating to March as error made in casting, and Clerk’s Mileage Expenses in February as noted on the relating payslip. Plus settlement of final invoice from ImpactU for completed works to the Allotments. To note Outstanding Invoice for cutting and hedge works had still not been received from Geddings Manor.
	Cheque
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	2002
	Clerk’s Expenses Account top up 
	
	£159.70
	

	2003
VOIDED 
As replacement
Invoice issued
See 2007 
	Community Heartbeat –
2 sets replacement pads
	£78 + £4 postage


	£98.40

Voided
	£16.40

	2004
      VOIDED
As incorrect invoice value
Used. See 2006
	Treevolutions – Stickling Green Copse, Colehills Close
	£2,225
£300
	£2,525

Voided
	

	2005
	Clavering Bowls Club - Grant
	
	£1,000.00
	

	2006
	Treevolutions – Stickling Green Copse, Colehills Close
	£2,255.00
£ 300.00
	£2,555.00
	

	2007
	Community Heartbeat –
1 set replacement pads
1rescue ready kit
Plus postage
	
£39.00
£10.00
£ 4.00
	
£63.60
	
£10.60

	2008
	Mrs Jessica Ashbridge
Back-pay 1st April 2021 to 31st March 2022 after
Payscales revision : £115.80
Agreed Mileage i) delivery of Financial Books to Councillor for examination and ii) witnessing signing of Access Licence by two Councillors : £36
	
	£151.80
	

	2009
	ImpactU Inv 63337
Balance payable on completion of works
	
	£3802 10
	£633.68



18.2 To approve cheques - The cheques were approved P:Cllr Barrow, S: Cllr Carter, All in fav. 
18.3 To vote on Virements made at Financial Year End.  
From Earmarked Reserves – Audit Challenge to General Reserves £ 3023.75 (See minutes
January 2022 Item 13.1.2)
From General Reserves – Community Budget 2021/22 unspent -to Earmarked Reserves -Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. £250.00 
From General Reserves – Legal and Professional Budget 2021/22 Unspent – to Earmarked Reserves – Legal and General £500.00
En Bloc P: Cllr Gill S: Cllr Stanford, All in fav. 
18.4 To note that the Insurance Claim amount of £905.54 for the noticeboard had been placed in the Earmarked Reserve - Parish Land Maintenance/Repairs and Renewals 
18.5 Internal Audit – The Clerk had been preparing the year end accounts and setting up the Scribe Accounts system, ready to present the books to Maurice Howard.
18.6 Year End Accounts – The Year End Accounts were received. There were errors on the differences page, which were amended.  
18.7 Financial Regulations- Thresholds on contracts changed. Regulations will be altered after advice on wording from NALC.

	Credit Received 
	Allotments £20
Insurance – Noticeboard £905.54
Langley PC green waste - £147 pd in 05.04.2022

	Wages s/o
	£578.40

	Balance at NatWest Bank 31st March 2022
	£10,304.72

	Balance of Clerk’s Expenses Account 31st March 2022
	£95.43



	Clerk’s Expenses Account
	Detail
	Amount
	Total
	VAT

	16.03.2022
	Clerk’s Expenses Printer Ink
	£8.32
	£9.99
	£1.67

	11.03.2022
	Stamps
	
	£5.10
	

	06.04.2022
	Corsto website hosting
	£29
	£34.80
	£5.80

	08.04.2022
	Force36 email hosting (8 accounts)
	£24
	£28.80
	£4.80

	28.03.2022
	Doug Cleghorn – tap keys allotments (incorrect size being returned)
Postage
	£45.12


£8.33
	£64.08
	£10.68

	Total
	
	
	£142.77
	£22.95



	Cheque
	Detail
	Amount 
	Total
	VAT

	2010
	Clerk’s Expenses Account top up 
	
	£142.77
	

	2011
	Clavering Village Hall rent – Jan, Feb, March
	
	£75
	

	2012
	Scribe Annual Subscription £24 a month, unlimited user logins
	£288
	£345.60
	£57.60

	2013
	EALC Affiliation Fees 22/23
NALC Affiliation Fees 22/23
	£315.92
£80.82
	£396.74
	

	Total of Cheques to be paid
	
	
	£960.11
	£57.60

	Total of Outstanding Chqs 
	
	1981
1990
1993
2007
	£50
£740
£1,200
£63.60
	

	After above Cheques 
	
	
	£7,291.01

	



19 Items for the next Agenda – Willow House Drive, Pump on Stickling Green Village Sign, ponds, recruitment of new Cllrs, new Chairman.  
The Chairman thanked the Parishioners for attending. 

20. Employment - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns employment matters. P: Cllr Clayton, S: Cllr Carter, All in fav. 
An update was received regarding a new applicant. Cllr Ryan was asked to deputy on the Employment Committee due to Cllr Clayton declaring an interest.

21. Potential Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a potential dispute. P: Cllr Clayton, S: Cllr Stanford, All in fav.
An update on the Village Green at Butts Green was received. The Clerk was instructed to take the necessary action.
22. [bookmark: _Hlk63173593][bookmark: _Hlk68620441]Ongoing Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a dispute. P: Cllr Carter, S: Cllr Clayton, All in fav. 
Dispute matters were discussed, the Clerk being instructed to take the necessary action. RESOLVED that the Clerk progress matters as agreed by Council.					

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Chairman closed the Meeting at 10.13pm			

Date of next meeting: AGM 9th May 2022
APM 16th May 2022




