


[bookmark: _Hlk484625455][bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Clavering Parish Council Meeting held in the Clavering Village Hall 
on Monday 8 August at 7:30pm.

Present – 
Councillors Stephanie Gill (Chairman), Rob Clayton (Vice Chairman), Brian Barrow, Ronald Couchman, Martina Ryan. 
Locum Clerk, Michelle Harper
5 Members of the public 
County Cllr Councillor
Uttlesford District Councillor Oliver

1 The Chairman welcomed those present.
The Chairman introduced the Locum Clerk, Ms M Harper and noted that messages could be left on voicemail and correspondence sent by email or to the PO Box.  The Chairman advised that the documents would be uploaded on the website once training had been arranged.
 
2 Apologies for absence -Apologies for absence due to holiday were received from Cllr Stanford and accepted, proposed by Cllr Clayton, seconded by Cllr Ryan, All in favour

3 Declaration of Interest - Cllr Gill declared personal and prejudicial interest for Item 8.1 UTT/22/1921 as  friend of the owner of house at site concerned. 

4 Public Participation Session – A parishioner queried work on Starling Green in terms of potential flooding and was advised that they could review historical images of the area online and would need to consult a civil engineer for professional advice.  Another parishioner raised queries relating to the recent insurance works undertaken, including 
· whether the works were tendered, to which the response was yes 
· what information had been passed to the police who attended the works, to which the response was that the village were informed at the Annual Parish Council meeting that the works were being contracted by the Parish Council but the costs met by the insurance company
· could the contents of the Parish Council insurance documents be made public, to which the response was that this was not normal practice
· the costs of the works seemed expensive and did the Parish Council believe it value for money, to which the response was that the costs could be reviewed.
The Clerk was asked to respond to these questions in writing 

5 To approve and sign minute of previous meetings – Cllr Couchman queried the minutes of the Clavering Parish Council meeting held on 11 July as he believed he offered to repair the taps at the allotment and had not confirmed that the works had been untaken as recorded in the minutes.  Cllrs Gill and Clayton believed the minutes to be a true record.  It was agreed that item be deferred to the next meeting

6  District Councillor Oliver advised that Uttlesford District’s Planning department was closed for the next 4 working days due to the backlog of work.  There was some discussion on the potential for rushed decisions and the effect on planning applications.  Cllr Oliver noted that the recent police enquiry had been closed and there would be a local government enquiry and meeting on 31 August 2022

ECC Cllr Ray Gooding was not present for this item but arrived following Agenda item 13 – he advised that there had been changes to the NHS Clinical Commissioning Groups and that Clavering was now covered by a larger Integrated Care System incorporating Uttlesford, Harlow, Epping and Hertford).  There was some concern over the potential impact on Adult and Children Social Care and residents who believe they have been adversely affected should contact ECC Cllr Gooding.  Cllr Gill asked for the information to be sent so that details could be made available in the parish newsletter

7 Clerks Report – report was noted and the Parish Council were advised that contact had been mad with a local tree surgeon regarding a fallen tree limb on Middle Street.  Cllr Couchman asked the Clerk to consider and advise on the dissemination of information to councillors and whether the meetings could be concluded in a shorter time frame – the Clerk will offer any insights to the Chairman.  Cllr Couchman also queried the advice from previous clerks on whether a copy of a barristers report could be copied to all councillors, the Clerk offered the same advice in terms of the protection of documents under legal professional privilege 

8 Planning
8.1 To be commented on
Cllr Gill left the room during discussion and voting on application UTT/22/1921
A member of the public arrived during planning

	Planning Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	UTT/22/1863/HHF
Comment by 
9 August 2022
	Drovers Barn Clavering Hall
	Proposed replacement of existing outdoor oil-fired boiler and oil tank with an air source heat pump system to be enclosed within a timber louvre panelled cabinet to be painted black, situated at the rear of the property where the boiler is currently located
	

	UTT/22/1921/HHF
Comment by
12 August 2022
	Bower Cottage High Street
	Demolition of garage. Construction of replacement cart lodge with driveway and garden remodelling
	

	UTT/22/2125/HHF
Comment by 
26 August 2022
	Olde Barn Clavering Hall
	Proposed installation of solar PV roof tiles to garage and annexe roof areas
	

	UTT/22/2126/LB
Comment by 
26 August 2022
	Olde Barn Clavering Hall
	Proposed installation of solar PV roof tiles to garage and annexe roof areas.
	



Following discussion on all of the planning applications it was agreed that a response of No Comment be made on all of them, particularly in relation to the Listed Buildings as the Parish Council did not have the expertise necessary

8.2 UDC Decisions

	Planning Ref
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	UTT/22/1668/FUL
	Millcroft Mill Lane Clavering Essex CB11 4RL
	Proposed erection of 1 no. three bedroom detached dwelling, combination garage, carport and shed/store ancillary out-building, associated landscaping revised and vehicle access layout
	Approved

	UTT/22/0745/FUL
	15 Pelham Road Clavering Essex CB11 4PQ

	Proposed conversion and change of use of existing annex into 1 no. separate dwelling. Open for comment icon
	Refused



The decisions were noted
[bookmark: _Hlk515907438]
9 Village Greens/Parish Land
9.1 Willow House Drive – No update to be received and it was agreed that this item be deferred to the September meeting.

9.2 Stickling Green Copse – Cllr Ryan confirmed that the Parish Council insurance covered employees and volunteers, aged under 90.  As the July 2022 minutes permitted the works to be carried out by parishioners, an email to confirm the insurance cover would be sent.  Cllr Ryan will complete a risk assessment.  It was noted that the grass cutting contract included cutting back the grass to the pump

9.3 Village Green Triangle at the Mills – Only two quotes still received, further third quote to be sourced.

9.4 Building works on village green – Cllr Clayton declared a personal and prejudicial interest and left the meeting for this item.  There was some discussion regarding the history of the works and Cllr Couchman expressed concern over whether permission had been sought from the Parish Council.  Cllr Gill referred Cllr Couchman to an email of 22 May relating to the works that he had been copied into. There was further discussion relating to the undertakings of the resident carrying out works and that they had confirmed they would be returning the village green to the same state as before the works took place

0. UK Power Networks – With permission of the meeting this agenda item was brought forward.  It was agreed to grant permission for UK Power Networks to install a new low voltage underground cable to provide new electricity service to Wickham Cottage, Stickling Green. Proposed by Cllr Gill, Seconded by Cllr Barrow, All in favour

Cllr Clayton rejoined the meeting

10 First Aid Training – It was noted that information on training with Langley Parish Council has not yet been received

11 Representative Reports 
11.1   Allotments – 
11.1.1 There was some discussion regarding the repairs to the taps and the Clerk advised that a competent person should carry out the works.  It was agreed that Impact U, as the installers, would be contacted for a quote and Cllr Couchman would send details of local plumbers to the Clerk for quotes to be brought to the September meeting
11.1.2 The Clerk advised that the public had no right of access to the allotment site.  It was noted that Cllrs were able to attend the site if on an official visit or invited by an allotment holder to visit their plot.

11.2   Footpaths – A resident advised that fly tipping on Coleshill Lane had been reported to Uttlesford District Council

11.3    EALC – The report was noted

11.4    UALC – The report was noted


12 Village Information Box – This item was deferred to the September meeting
 
0. Risk Assessment Book – It was noted that the blockage on Stickling Brook to rear of Kingfishers & Grove House has been brought to the attention of the Environment Agency who do not believe there is an imminent risk of flooding.  A lime tree with dead branches had been reported and the tree surgeon would be asked to inspect
 
0. Parish Council Computer – The Locum Clerk noted that the laptop was very hard to work with and was very slow.  It was noted that a previous resolution of the Parish Council allowed for the purchase of a new laptop.  The Locum Clerk will make enquiries 
  
0. Post Office Box – It was noted that a PO Box has been requested, details will be supplied upon receipt. Cost for 3 months £114.30
 
0. Village sign – Cllr Clayton will obtain an update for the September meeting  

0. Noticeboard – Following debate on the quotes obtained and circulated it was agreed that the Parish Council would purchase a 2 bay, 9 xA4 Man-made Timber noticeboard with legs at a cost of £2,030.16, proposed by Cllr Couchman, seconded by Cllr Clayton, All in favour.  Cllr Gill will contact Jubilee Field committee regarding costs of a handyman to install

0. Consultations    – The following were considered:
0. Uttlesford District Consultation on Local Council Tax Support, closing date 5 September – residents would be asked to respond on-lone
0. Proposed diversion of Footpaths 2, 16, 22, 24, 26 Berden & 59 Clavering and creation of new footpath in the district of Uttlesford Essex; the proposed changes are seeking to improve the efficiency of agricultural activities and legalise some routes already used by the public; a new path will also be created providing a linked extension to the PROW Network – it was agreed that a response of No Comment in relation to Footpath 59 would be made, proposed by Cllr Gill, seconded by Cllr Clayton

19	This agenda item was brought forward

0. To advertise Clerk/RFO vacancy with the Hertfordshire Association of Parish and Town Councils – Following discussion it was agreed that the advert to be placed on their Jobs page on the website, be sent out as a tweet to subscribers, and placed in their local bulletin sent out approx. every 10 days at the cost of £25.00, proposed by Cllr Gill, seconded by Cllr Clayton, All in favour
 
0. Finance  
21.1 The first quarter accounts including bank reconciliation and budget to date were noted
21.2 To approve cheques – The Landvista payment was moved to the private and confidential section of the meeting and an update on the cheque was provided; it was agreed that the cheques as detailed be approved, proposed by Cllr Clayton, seconded by Cllr Barrow, 4 in favour, Cllr Gill abstained as a beneficiary

	Credit Received 
	a/c 16513215 Business Reserve
0.01  interest
 
67217796 – Business Current
£10 credit – two allotment tapkeys


	Wages s/o
	None

	Balance at NatWest Bank 30th June 2022
	£13,543.45

	Balance of Clerk’s Expenses Account 29 July 2022
	£154.61



	Clerk’s Expenses Account
	Detail
	Amount
	Total
	VAT

	01.07.2022
	Force36 email hosting (8 accounts)
	£24.00
	£28.80
	£4.80

	01.07.2022
	Clerk’s Expenses Printer Ink
	£8.32
	£9.99
	£1.67

	07.07.2022
	GO Edit
	£34.80
	£34.80
	£0.00

	11.07.2022
	Top up mobile phone
	£10.00
	£10.00
	£0.00

	Total
	
	
	£83.59
	



Cheques to approve: 
	Cheque
	Detail
	Amount
	Total
	VAT

	2046
	Christian Centre - Meeting Room Hire 4 July 
	£12.50
	£12.50
	£0.00

	Meeting action: Hold back to Sept. as query
	Paul Abrahams Landscapes - Grass Cutting 18th May and 9th June 
	£370.00
	£370.00
	0.00

	2047
	Landvista – works to village green
	£1,746.87
	£2,096.24
	£349.37

	2048
	Cllr Gill – expenses 
Paper, stamps and envelopes
Travel to hand over to clerk @ Danbury.
	£93.96
	£93.96
	£0.00

	2049
	Jess Ashbridge -
 Salary Payment due for June and July & Travel £18
(see salary slip)
	£87.00
	£87.00
	£0.00

	2050
	PO Box Costs
	£114.30
	£114.30
	£0.00

	2051
	Transfer to Clerk’s Account
	£83.59
	£83.59
	

	Total of cheques to be paid  
	Incl held back cheque
	 
	£2857.59
	

	Total of cheques
outstanding
	1981  - this cheque is out of date and will need to be cancelled and a new cheque written to Newport Scouts once address confirmed

2022 – cheque has been returned by post office 

2026
2028
2044 
	£50.00




£0.00


£75.00
£570.00
18.00

	

£713.00
	

	Balance after cheques
	
	
	£9, 972.86

	



21.3	 HMRC PAYE – It was noted there was £440.00 credit with HMRC

0. Items for Next Agenda  - Children’s library, letter for new councillors and Willow House Drive
23.	Potential Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it was resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a potential dispute, proposed Cllr Gill, seconded Cllr Clayton, 4 For and 1 Against

It was agreed that the Locum Clerk would contact Uttlesford District Enforcement department and ask for an update

0. Ongoing Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it was resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a dispute, proposed by Cllr Clayton, seconded by Cllr Ryan, 4 For and 1 Against

It was noted that correspondence received had been sent to the Parish Council solicitor for comment

There was some discussion regarding council procedures for minuting discussions and decisions held during an in camera session of the council.

It was agreed that the payment of £1,746.87 to Landvista be paid, proposed by Cllr Gill, seconded by Cllr Barrow, 4 For and 1 Against. A recorded vote was requested:
	For – Cllrs Gill, Barrow, Clayton and Ryan
Against – Cllr Couchman

0. Community Awards - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a personal information, proposed by Cllr Gill, seconded by Cllr Clayton, All in favour

Nominations for the Community Awards were agreed, proposed by Cllr Gill, seconded by Cllr Couchman, All in Favour


	The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45pm, thanking councillors for attending.





Signed ……………………………………………………………………………….……   Date………………………………
								Chairman



