
	[image: 10-5 Village sign]
	CLAVERING NEWSLETTER
CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL
   Issue 183    14th  August 2022
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                                                                                  Editor: Stephanie Gill      

	
	


Parish Council Meeting–
Five parishioners in attendance with the District Councillor & County Councillors (some in part).
The Chairman welcomed all and introduced the Locum Clerk/RFO, explaining that Ms Harper had kindly agreed to take on the role of Proper Officer whilst the Council recruited a new Clerk. 
It was confirmed that parishioners and councillors could contact Ms Harper by ‘phone or email, leaving messages as required, and that she would respond accordingly as she is the full-time Clerk for another Essex parish council.
The Chairman apologised that the Council had been unable to post information on the website in the past month; this is being addressed.
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr Stanford.
A parishioner wished to bring to the council’s attention an area he considered was liable to flood.
A parishioner asked questions of the council on various matters which were responded to.
Village Greens & Parish Land –  Further contractor asked for quote on tree area at Mills; three quotes being sourced for unhealthy laburnum at Middle Street; tree surgeons to be asked to inspect and quote for works to lime tree with dead wood on Hill Green; Risk Assessment to be completed to allow for cover for persons carrying put painting work to pump at Stickling Green;  permissions authorised for UKPower Networks to install and new underground cable to provide a new electricity service to a home at Stickling Green and the homeowners repeated their undertakings given last year that the village green would be returned to its condition prior to works. 
First Aid Training – to be undertaken with Langley Parish Council. Further information to follow when known
Village Information Box – Inspection could not take place due to illnesses and holidays; Clerk sourcing correct paint specifications.
New Notice Board – Low maintenance ‘wood’ replacement agreed; order to be placed.
Royal Mail PO Box for new clerk –Setting up agreed
Allotments – One more tapkey issued. A plot has been taken up by new holder.
Agreed that quotes will be sought to replace the damage caused to the taps and noted that the wilful damage had compromised any existing guarantees on the work carried out only in March this year. The Locum Clerk re-advised that the repair work can only be carried out by those suitably qualified and insured for works to a water supply to the general public.
Representative Reports on Essex Association and Uttlesford Association of Local Councils meetings received from Cllr Gill. 
Clerk’s Report - Clerical Work undertaken in previous month noted. At the request of a councillor, the Locum Clerk as Proper Officer clarified Freedom of Information requests relating to documentation which is considered as held under legal professional privilege and so may not be released. 
Finance – Cheques approved. Investigation into funds found to be on account with HMRC PAYE detailed and concluded. 
Risk Assessment: Defibrillators ‘rescue ready’ 8th August. Environment Agency aware of the blockage of Stickling Green Brook behind Grove House/Hill Crest caused by fallen trees carried
downstream  
Consultations- Determined not to respond to UDC Consultation on Local Council Tax Support as Council. Parishioners are encouraged to respond. (see article below) 
Determined to state ‘No Objection’ to the proposed diversion of Footpath 59 Clavering, and not to
comment on proposed diversions to Footpaths 2,16,22,24,26 Berden & proposed new footpath.  
Potential Dispute, Ongoing Legal Dispute and Community Awards - discussion in camera as matters are considered confidential

Planning for PC Comment:
UTT/22/1683/HHF: Drovers Barn, Clavering Hall. Proposed replacement of existing outdoor oil-fired boiler and oil tank with an air source heat pump to be enclosed within a timber louvre panelled cabinet to be painted black, situated at the rear of the property where the boiler is currently. No comments 
UTT/22/1921/HHF: Bower Cottage, High Street. Demolition of garage. Construction of replacement cartlodge with driveway and garden remodelling. No comments, but Parish Council observes that it believes this should have a listed building reference as in the curtilage of a listed building.
UTT/22/2125/HHF & 2126/LB: Olde Barn, Clavering Hall. Proposed installation of solar PV roof tiles to garage and annex roof areas. No comments

Planning Determined by UDC:
UTT/22/1668/FUL: Millcroft, Mill Lane. Proposed erection of 1no 3 bedroomed detached dwelling, combination garage, carport and shed/store ancillary outbuilding, associated landscaping revised and vehicle layout  Approved with conditions
UTT/22/1751/HHF: Hazeldene, Langley Rd. Two storey side extension and detached garage Approved with conditions
UTT/22/1217/HHF: Olde Barn, Clavering Hall. Proposed installation of solar PV roof tiles to garage and annex roof areas.  Withdrawn.

The next Parish Council Meeting is expected to take place on  
Monday 11th September  2022 at 7.30pm in Clavering Village Hall
Approved Council Minutes and Financial Statements will be found 
on the Parish Council website:  https://www.claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk/   
Draft Council Minutes are also posted on the Parish Council website.
The Council normally meets the second Monday of each month. 
The next Agenda can be found in the week before each Meeting  
by the Post Box at Clavering Shop and the Parish Council website with the latter also providing the supporting meeting documents
Please contact the Clerk if you wish to access any information that is not yet posted on the website, or if you find a mis-posted document

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
 Chair: Stephanie Gill:          Vice Chair: Robert Clayton:    
Councillors:  Brian Barrow:          Ron Couchman:     Martina Ryan:          Rebecca Stanford:     
Locum Clerk: Ms Michelle Harper 
Telephone 07340 505410     email clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Council Address: Clavering Clerk. PO Box no.  To be advised
If you are telephoning the Locum Clerk, please leave a message if your call is not picked up immediately. Emails will be responded to in accordance with the receipt acknowledgement.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Essex Mobile Library Clavering Christian Centre   10.30 – 11am
20th August         10th September      1st October
Village Green Waste Service   at Clavering Place Farm, Stickling Green
This service is available for Clavering and Langley residents only:  it is paid for via their parish precepts
10.30am – 11.30am 
20th  August   ~ 17th September  ~   15th October   ~  12th November
The Parish Councils thank the Balaam Family for facilitating this service at their premises.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Platinum Jubilee Mugs !! Waiting patiently for young owners to collect  !!
Despite monthly reminders, including on the PC and Village FaceBook, for collection to be arranged at a mutually convenient time, many mugs requested for Village Children before the Jubilee weekend are STILL languishing at my home. 
May I ask those who pre-ordered to contact me before 20th August to arrange collection.
(This new deadline cannot be extended!)
The families who approached me at the Jubilee Celebrations and who were placed on a waiting list to keep this gifting fair will be contacted w/c 21st August.
Many thanks, Stephanie.		Cllr.smgill@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk 

~~~~
HANDYMAN NEEDED!
From time to time the Clavering Parish Council has small tasks around the parish which need to be carried out – e.g. erecting our new noticeboard, refurbishing the oak surround of the village sign. If you are interesting in being on the list of ‘handymen’ the Parish Council approach for such work, please contact the Clerk for more information.
~~~~

 Notes of the report of the District Councillor, Edward Oliver, 8th August
Cllr Oliver advised the Parish Council Meeting that the UDC Planning Department were in a ‘Lockdown Sprint’ between 8th and 12th August in order to address some 662 outstanding planning applications and nearly 300 Enforcement items. He expressed hope that this action would allow for careful and proper consideration of all cases involved.
He advised that the Police Enquiry into UDC has been closed, but there will be a Local Government enquiry into the matter.

Notes of the report of the Essex County Councillor, Ray Gooding, 8th August Cllr Gooding advised that there had been changes to the NHS Clinical Commissioning Groups and that Clavering was now covered by a larger Integrated Care System incorporating Uttlesford, Harlow, Epping and Hertford.  There was some concern over the potential impact on Adult and Children Social Care and residents who believe they have been adversely affected should contact ECC Cllr Gooding. 
(It had been hoped to have more information on this from Cllr Gooding for this newsletter. It is now expected to be provided in September’s Newsletter)

‘THANK YOU’
Cars parked on the narrow pavements in our village can unfortunately force children, parents with pushchairs, and the elderly to walk in the road if there is no room to pass.
Please do park courteously on the road so as not to obstruct the pavement.
It is also that time of the year when brambles and other overgrowth sneak out to attack unsuspecting passers-by using the village pavements, or hedges decide to enlarge themselves causing people to walk in the road, so grateful thanks to villagers who try to keep these unruly elements of nature under control!  
For those who need to cut hedges which abut a road, an H&S tutor gave over some great advice. To protect yourself from passing traffic, place a large wheelie bin at each end of the area you are working along and ‘dress it’ (and yourself of course) in a Hi-Viz Jacket. 
The bins are much easier for a driver to see than a low cone. 

VACANCY                 CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL               

PARISH CLERK and RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER (RFO)

The post will be for 48 hours per calendar month (approx. 11 hours per week)
 and relative NJC rates will apply (LC1 : SCP15-25) according to experience and qualifications.
You will need to be computer literate in Excel and Word. 
A designated Parish Council laptop with appropriate software, 
and a mobile telephone is provided.
The position is home-based, with an allowance payable for home office use.

Clerical Duties will include: 
Attendance at regular Parish Council Meetings – usually in the evening on the second Monday in each month - the Annual Parish Meeting and interim meetings if required
Producing Agendas in consultation with the Chairman
Producing Minutes of the Meetings 
Adding documents to the Parish Council Website as required under the Transparency Code 
Monitoring Actions/Decisions of the Parish Council and advising the Council on its statutory duties and the regulatory requirements regarding its activities 
Dealing with correspondence 
Ensuring Planning Applications are dealt with by Clavering Parish Council and submitted to Uttlesford District Council by return deadlines, while assisting in making comments on such in line with UDC Policy/NPPF
Assisting in the formation and review of Council policies 
Liaison with all other agencies, eg EALC, Highways Rangers, District and County Councillors, and other tasks to the extent the Council shall desire 

RFO Duties will include: 
Day to day financial management and also preparation of the yearly budget and the end of year accounts to Audit level in accordance with current prescribed processes. 
Liaison with the appointed Internal Auditor where required. 

Whilst the Council would welcome an experienced Clerk/RFO, training and mentoring will be available for the right candidate. Training in the SCRIBE accounting system will also be given, and Clavering Parish Council supports Continuous Professional Development of its staff.  
There is an expectation that the Clerk will either have or work towards the Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA).

For an informal discussion on the role or to be forwarded a more detailed job description, please contact Stephanie Gill – Chair – 01799 550212
(If I am unavailable, please leave a message with your name and contact details and I will return your call.)

Please submit a letter of application, accompanied by a CV, by email to: 
Cllr.smgill@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
Closing date for applications:  Friday 9th September 2022
Highways Maintenance Problems
At a recent meeting for Uttlesford’s Parish & Town Councils, the Essex County Councillor with responsibility for Highways Matters reiterated that the following website must be used to report highways problems.  In this way an audit trail is started and it is then easier for our local Essex County Councillor, Cllr Gooding, to chase outstanding matters when requested to do so either by parishioners or the parish council.  
 www.essexhighways.org/tell-us
Potholes, broken railings, pavement/kerb/drainage defects, blocked culverts, 
overgrown trees or hedges, blocked/damaged footpaths, and etc.,  may easily reported here.
Clavering Bowls Club: Every Tuesday evening from 5pm the Club is open for its regular practice roll ups. If you would like to try bowling and explore club membership just come along with some flat shoes. For more information contact claveringbowls@gmail.com or Margaret Nathan 01799 550619 or Lee Woods 01799 550916 

Clavering, Newport & District Royal British Legion: National Memorial Arboretum Coach Trip Thursday 1st September. Cost £30. To enquire if there are tickets still available contact Malcolm Smither      or Paddy Cable  
RBL Autumn Lecture 8th September at Langley Community Centre 7.30pm: to be given by Susan Erb.

Clavering Cricket Club: Final fixture of the season, 11th September Stocking Pelham (Away)

Clavering Landscape History Group: Autumn Activities-
Coffee Morning 20th September (venue tba) - Simon Coxall will be discussing ideas for future activities for the group. Pottery from fieldwalks will be on display as well as Simon’s reports on the castle mound and surrounds.
Tuesday 11th October – Illustrated lecture Geology for Beginners - an overview by Alison Moller. 
Wednesday 9th November – Illustrated lecture Geological sites in NW Essex’ by Gerald Lacy   
Both at the Clavering Christian Centre, 7.30pm

Clavering Friends of St Clare Hospice: Antiques Evening hosted by Tim Turner
Friday 23rd September, Clavering Village Hall. 7.15 for a 7.30pm start, with the evening’s theme being Fakes and Forgeries …stories of deception in the art and antiques business.
Limited tickets available which must be purchased in advance; cost £10, includes ploughman’s supper and one glass of wine. Attendees may bring their own wine/refreshments.
[bookmark: _GoBack]For more information and tickets contact Andrea, Carolyn, Jean   or Tina. 

	The Annual General Meeting of Clavering Jubilee Field 
(Registered   Charity No: 277011) will take place on
Wednesday 12th October 2022 at 8pm in the Village Hall, Clavering
All persons registered in the Parish of Clavering are invited to attend
 but only  those over the age of 18 are entitled to vote.
 

The Annual General Meeting of Clavering Village Hall 
 Monday 17th October 2022   8pm in the Village Hall Clavering
All persons over the age of 18 and resident in the Parish of Clavering are invited to attend.
The Village Hall is an important part of the village and the Council of Management welcomes parishioners’ views on both its organisation and maintenance.       Registered Charity No: 301283 


Clavering Jubilee Field: save the dates of our upcoming fundraising activities
Oktoberfest - Friday 21st October– back by popular demand after last year’s inaugural event.  
Wine Tasting Evening – Friday 25th November
More information to follow, both events will be held at Clavering Village Hall

Uttlesford District Council’s Consultation on the proposed Local Council Tax Support for 2023/24
UDC is asking for views on how much support it should give to people who might struggle to pay their Council Tax Bill.
For 2023/24 it is proposing to maintain the scheme on the basis as this year, which would mean that Local Council Tax Support claimants would pay 12.5% of their full Council Tax bill. 
Follow this link to learn more and comment on line: https://letstalk.uttlesford.gov.uk/lcts-scheme-for-2023-24. The consultation ends 5th September 2022.
You may also obtain copies of the questionnaire online by calling 01799 510510


Before a power cut or gas emergency ……….
· Know your free emergency numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency, dial 0800 111999.
· Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a Gas Safe registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
· Register as a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra support by signing up to the Priority Services Register. You can find out more about the Priority Services Register in London, the South and East of England by signing up at www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk.  
Keep your eyes open:  If you have a power cut or a gas emergency, check on your neighbours


================================================================
DEFIBRILLATORS AT THE VILLAGE HALL and VILLAGE SHOP
If you have to make a 999 call, the call handler may decide that the defibrillator is required.
You will be asked if you are able to go to the village hall or the village shop to get the defibrillator,
 but this would usually only happen if someone else is able to stay with the person in need,
as phone contact with the emergency service must be maintained at all times.
The call handler will give you the code to open the yellow metal box beside the hall or shop entrance doors 
The hall’s defibrillator is the small carry case – like a child’s play-doctor kit – that is kept in the metal box. 
Take the ‘Ready Kit’ (black pouch with green cross) and the carry case. 
The shop’s defibrillator is in a shoulder bag with the ‘Ready Kit’ in a small black bag attached to its strap.
ONLY THE SHOP’S DEFIBRILLATOR CAN BE USED WITH PADS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE – THESE MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE CABINET ALSO AND ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  
When you are back with the patient, open the defibrillator: you will then hear an automated voice giving instructions. IF NEEDED, REMOVE THE ADULT PADS AND ATTACH CHILD PADS. 
The call handler will also talk you through all that you must do and when the paramedics arrive they will take over from you.				
REMEMBER
The defibrillator can go to the patient
No special training is required
The Emergency Services will guide you through everything`
================================================================
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