


[bookmark: _Hlk484625455][bookmark: _GoBack]  Minutes of the Clavering Parish Council Meeting called Extraordinarily by the Chairman in the absence of an appointed Clerk held in the Clavering Village Hall on Monday 11th July at 7:32pm.
 Present – Councillors Stephanie Gill (Chairman), Rob Clayton (Vice Chairman), Ronald Couchman, Martina Ryan and Rebecca Stanford. 
Six Parishioners and District Cllr Oliver were present in part.
  	Before the meeting was opened, a parishioner was observed taking photographs of the Councillors using a ipad. No permissions had been sought from councillors for this. 
1 The Chairman welcomed those present.
She informed the meeting that new Parish Clerk/RFO, Trish James, had resigned from the post, leaving on 30th June. The Council had called an extraordinary meeting for 4th July and it had been determined to appoint an experienced Clerk/RFO as a Locum whilst the position is advertised.
The Chairman informed the meeting that Cllr Richard Carter had resigned. She stated that he had given sterling service to the village over the decades that he had been a councillor; on behalf of the  Council she thanked him for the time and work he had given over to the Parish and stated his presence would be greatly missed by councillors and parishioners alike.
She informed the meeting that she had accompanied PCSO Nikki Morris on a walk through the village on 6th July, and had highlighted unsociable behaviour and speeding concerns.
The Chairman informed the meeting that she had been invited to speak at Elmdon & Duddenhoe End & Wenden Loft’s June PC meeting on how CPC approach planning applications, especially large ones, and how it works with residents on such. 
After taking advice from the UDC Deputy Monitoring Officer in relation to the council’s responsibilities as an Employer, the Chairman made this public statement:
If any person, councillor or parishioner, goes to the door of the Clavering Parish Council Clerk’s home for any reason, the Clerk will be advised to contact the police as this constitutes harassment, which may be considered criminal or civil, and Clavering Parish Council will support the Clerk in their action.
 
2 Apologies for absence -Apologies for absence due to holiday were received from Cllr Barrow and accepted, P Cllr S; Cllr All in favour
3 Declaration of Interest - Cllr Clayton declared an interest for Item 8.2 as owner of house at site concerned. This was originally declared as pecuniary but believed then to be personal.
Cllr Stanford declared a personal interest that was not prejudicial for item 7.1 UTT/22/1751/HHF
Cllr Couchman did not specify any interest that he wished to declare but advised that after his Governance Training received last December, he would not stay in the room for Item 7.1 Planning UTT/22/1578/OP He would also leave the room for UTT/22/1668/FUL as he felt himself to be pre-determined. He wished to speak in the public participation section for UTT/22/1578/OP
4 Public Participation Session –  A parishioner advised he was in attendance to answer any questions arising under Item 7.4. Two parishioners advised they were in attendance to answer any questions arising under Item 7.1. A parishioner asked whether solicitors letters were seen by all councillors; he was reminded that he was asking questions relating to a legal dispute and he was aware that such is not a matter for discussion and also reminded of the legal professional privilege of such correspondence.  A representative of Keep Clavering Rural advised of the objection letters re. planning applications they were sending in and advised of their engaging Landscape and Heritage Planning Consultants. A parishioner asked the Parish Council would consider facilitating First Aid training, including for defibs, for all village sports groups; a councillor noted that some sports bodies require training by recognised providers for insurance purposes. A councillor spoke as a parishioner on a planning application to be considered, asking that the council be mindful of the need for housing to be provided by UDC; he referred to other village developments  he considered ugly and built purely for profit and that the PC consider the pros and cons of the proposed development.  Cllr Couchman also asked if the meeting was legal as there was no Clerk present. The Chairman advised that it was, as there was no need for a Clerk to be present. Any matters requiring advice from a Proper Officer would be moved to the next meeting.
5 To approve and sign minute of previous meetings – To approve:
 the minutes of the Clavering Parish Council meeting held on 13th June 2022. P: Cllr Clayton  S: Cllr Ryan 
In Fav: 3   Ab: 2
the minutes of the Extraordinary Council (Employment) meeting on 4th July. P: Cllr Clayton  S: Cllr Stanford. In Fav: Unanimous agreed one amendment of ‘Cllr Stamford’ to ‘Cllr Stanford’. 
The receipt of the In Camera reports from 13th June meeting and 4th July meeting - Moved to August as not available.
6  District Councillor Oliver’s written report was received and he answered questions that arose on it, confirming that Norse Uttlesford are serving the District Council’s tenants well. ECC Cllr Ray Gooding not present
6.1 .Essex CC Bus Service – The Uttlesford District Review by Essex Passenger Transport was noted.  No services will be introduced to Clavering.
7  Planning
7.1 To be commented on
Cllr Couchman left the room during discussion and voting on applications UTT/22/1578/OP and UTT/22/1668/FUL
	Planning Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	[bookmark: _Hlk109219308]UTT/22/0355/FUL
Re-consultation
See comments below
	Land South of the Wicken Road
	Proposed erection of 5no. detached dwellings with associated detached garages
	

	        UTT/22/1578/OP

See comments below
	Land to the North of Eldridge Close
	Outline Planning application with all matters reserved except access for up to 32 dwellings (Class 3) including public open space, sustainable drainable systems, landscaping and associated infrastucture and development
	

	UTT/22/1668/FUL

No comments but UDC to be reminded that there is no daily bus transport in Clavering
	Millcroft, Mill Lane 
	Proposed erection of 1no.three bedroomed detached dwelling, combination garage,carport and shed/store ancillary outbuilding, associated landscaping revised and vehicle layout
	

	UTT/22/1718/FUL

See comments below
	Land West of Coleshill Close, Middle Street
	Full Planning Application for the erection of10.no dwellings, with associated landscaping, access and parking
	

	UTT/22/1751/HHF
 No comments
	Hazeldene, Langley Road
	Two Storey side extension and detached garage
	



UTT/22/0355/FUL. Previous submission had been neutral with comments made. After discussion agreed by majority to object as the development is in the countryside, outside the planning envelope, and access concerns. UDC Local Plan S7 and GEN 1. Under the NPPF fails three strains of sustainability and is contrary to Paragraphs 130a,130c, 174b, and 202. The previous comments were to be repeated, especially errors regarding public transport in the village. Lack of connectivity to rail station by public transport, safe cycle and foot routes to be mentioned and also lack of swept path analyses on submitted documentation.
UTT/22/1578/OP.  After discussion, unanimously agreed to object as no public consultation on this application, not a Brownfield Site, building on Grade 2 Agricultural Land (best and high yields), urbanisation, would be viewed in the landscape even if trees placed to screen., not infilling, no Section 106 for health & education, dangerous access on proposed site and in use of road on Eldridge Close, no LAPs/LEAPs and wildflower areas inadequate, no detailed SUDs, insufficient information on sewers, no sustainable on three strands, previous inspectors have stated too far from school and shops and pathways dangerous, Chalk stream water sources are drying up (esp at Newport already), no connectivity as no public buses to connect to rail station, unsafe cycles routes and pedestrian routes, street scenes are urban and not of rural nature of Clavering, housing provision not per that required by UDC, noisy construction, inappropriate development, social housing not as UDC requested. Fails UDC Local Plan (2005) under S7, ENV5, Gen1, GEN2, GEN7. Under NPPF fails three stands of sustainability, and contrary to Para 8c, 85,104,111,126,130a,130c,174,b,185c.
The balance of harm of the addition of 32 unsustainable dwellings is not outweighed by its contribution to the housing land supply as the damage to the countryside is too severe.  
UTT/22/1718/FUL After discussion, unanimously agreed to comment on aggravation of flood risks in the area caused by the build, responsibility of UDC for fluvial assessment in consideration of safety, flood recovery , sustainability etc, and lack of adequate modelling of flood risks and related sewerage problems, design, protection of heritage assets and protected lane, harm to countryside and landscape, lack of positive biodiversity, unsustainable on all three strands, no connectivity of public transport & unsafe roads for cycle & pedestrian routes, dangerous access and removal of hedgerows, safety of residents, site cross-sections do not reflect topography. Fails Local Plan (2005) under S7, ENV1,ENV2,ENV7,GEN1, GEN2, & GEN7. 
Under NPPF fails all three strains of sustainability, contrary to Paras 8c, 85, 104, 111, 126, 130a, 130b, 202, 185c,163 & 170. Also no public consultation on the application.
The balance of harm of the addition of 10 unsustainable dwellings built on a flood plain is not outweighed by its contribution to the UDC housing land supply as the damage to the countryside is too severe.   

7.2 UDC Decisions

	Planning reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	UTT/21/1998/FUL

	Land South Oxleys Close Stortford Road
	Erection of 13 no. dwelling houses and associated development
	Awaiting Decision


	UTT/21/2720/FUL 

	Land West Of Larkrise Wicken Road
	Erection of 3 no. dwellings with carports
	Approved

	UTT/22/0355/FUL 
	Land South Of Wicken Road
	Proposed erection of 5 no. detached dwellings with associated detached garages.
	Awaiting Decision
-resubmitted

	
	
	
	

	UTT/22/0745/FUL 
	15 Pelham Road
	Proposed conversion of existing annex into 1 no. separate dwelling on land to rear of 15 Pelham Road.
	Refused

	UTT/22/1017/FUL
	Spinney Cottage Wicken Road
	Application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) attached to UTT/21/2016/FUL - amendments to plans including the relocation of the garage and minor changes to the
elevations of the approved dwelling
	Approved

	UTT/22/1190/HHF
UTT/22/1191/LB
	Christiana Pelham Road
	Demolition of front outbuilding and proposed replacement single storey
annexe building
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/22/1145/LB

	Court Cottage Stickling Green
	Proposed repair works to 4 no. windows to front of property.
	Approved

	UTT/22/1217/HHF
	Olde Barn Clavering Hall
	Proposed installation of solar PV roof tiles to garage and annexe roof areas.
	Approved

	UTT/22/1151/FUL
	Hedgerows Hill Green
	1no. 3 bedroom dwelling with adjoining garage
	Approved

	UTT/22/0929/FUL

	Robin Hill Deers Green
	Proposed repositioning of existing outbuilding.
	Awaiting Decision

	UTT/22/1103/DFO

	Land To The West Of Stortford Road
	Details following outline application UTT/20/2639/OP for the erection of 31 no. dwellings and 38 no. parking spaces - details of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale
	Awaiting Decision



	UTT/22/1135/PAR3

	Hill Green Farm, Clatterbury Lane, 
	Operational works to brick barn for Change of Use of agricultural building use (Class E)
	Approved

	UTT/22/1222/HHF
UTT/22/1223/LB

	Great Barn, Clavering Hall, Stortford Road
	Installation of 6 no. Solar panels on the annex roof and 10 no. solar panels on the double garage roof.

	Approved



7.3 [bookmark: _Hlk515907438]Planning Appeal in progress:  Noted, under written representations procedure, APP/C1570/W/22/3294001 UTT/21/3394/FUL Installation of Solar Panels, Brooklands Farm
7.4  Response to UDC Planning – Council determined unanimously that new road name, Brands View, for development at Ashcroft, Wicken Bonhunt was acceptable

8 Village Greens/Parish Land
8.1 Willow House Drive – No update to be received and agreed that Cllrs Stanford and Clayton would now take this on.
Cllr Clayton did not leave the room as the item did not consider any pecuniary matter for the council.
8.2 Stickling Green Copse – Report submitted for June meeting (moved to July as item not quorate) received. Agreed to accept parishioners’ offer to paint the pump and remove & take away chestnut fencing (as metal plate in place considered adequate for safety) all at parishioners’ own expense P Cllr Ryan. S Cllr Couchman In Fav: Unanimous. 
Parishioners to be informed; insurance to be checked as believed this may not be covered under PC Insurance.
Grass cutting contractor to be contacted concerning cutting to the pump at this site.
8.3 Village Green Triangle at the Mills – Only two quotes still received, further third quote to be sourced.
8.4 Ditch behind Cricket Pavilion at Upper Hill Green – Advice of works carried out to clear ditch by its owners noted
9 Possible defibrillator placed at the Bowls Club – Information obtained by the Parish Council previously on East of England Ambulance service and positioning of defibs available in meeting pack. Agreed to investigate cost of first aid training for village groups and invite neighbouring parishes to combine training. A Langley Parish Councillor present was given permission to speak & informed meeting Langley PC were arranging first aid training but not finding sufficient uptake so could combine. Clerk to contact Langley Clerk.

During the next item of the meeting, councillors became aware that the parishioner (who had taken unauthorised photographs before the meeting started) was recording the meeting, and the Chairman asked if this could be confirmed. The parishioner stated he did not understand what the Chairman was asking as he was hard of hearing so the Chairman spoke even more clearly into the microphone. The parishioner commented that he did not know what he was doing as it was a new ipad and he was learning to send an email as well. Cllr Ryan asked if she could help him with the technicals of both recording and emailing but this help was refused and it transpired that the meeting was being recorded. The Chairman clarified that permissions did not need to be asked to record a meeting per Standing Orders, but it is usually courteous to inform the Council such is taking place.  Relevant Standing Order to be sent to Councillors as requested.

10 Village Information Box – Letter detailing maintenance they have identified received from the Coordinator of the group that agreed to undertake maintenance of the box. Costs would be for Parish Council (owner of box), though group has some funds raised.  Agreed that Cllrs Stanford & Clayton will inspect the box and report back to Parish Council to allow further discussion. Clerk to seek quotes on paint. 
11 Speed Watch in Clavering – Agreed Parish Council will support by advertising in Parish Newsletter in September for more volunteers as there remains only one person in the Speed Monitoring Group trained to carry this out. 
12 ECC Salt Bag Partnership – Determined that Clavering Parish Council sign up to the Partnership. (NB this needs to be done even if CPC have supplies in stock) P: Cllr Clayton S: Cllr Stanford.
 In Fav: Unanimous
13 Representative Reports
13.1 Allotments – Report received on the obvious, recent damage to two newly installed taps.
Cllr Couchman advised the meeting that the damaged taps had been repaired in the week before the meeting. The Chairman queried this as the one with the broken stopcock is also now leaking due to washer damage; this was leaking when she had been with PCSO Morris on 6th July when it was confirmed on inspection that this is criminal damage. Cllr Couchman stated that the tap repairs had taken place on Friday 8th July, and there was no need to discuss the matter further. 
Two more tapkeys issued. A parishioner has asked to be placed on the waiting list (6 in total). One parishioner has given up an allotment and this is being offered to the 1st name on the waiting list. 
To receive any information on Public Access permissions on Allotment Lands – moved to August meeting
13.2  Footpaths – Nothing to update.
13.3  EALC -  Written report received 
13.4 Uttlesford Association of Local Councils (UALC) – As the meeting was not quorate AGM will   now be Wednesday 14th September. John Gilli-Ross, Chair Essex PFCP, Vice Chair EALC.
13.5 UDC Parish Forum – Written report received
14 Risk Assessment Book – A possible deployment was advised 5th July afternoon, both Defibrillators found to be still ‘rescue ready’.
15 Clerk’s Report – Report provided on clerical work undertaken in previous month noted. Locum Clerk to advise adequacy of current contracted hours.
16 RCCE- Proposal: That Clavering Parish Council renew their subscription for the coming year 
Cost: £ 72.60 incl VAT  P: Cllr Gill S: Cllr Clayton In Fav: Unanimous
17 Parish Council Computer – Noted that there is a need for this to be updated or new one bought. 
Locum Clerk’s opinion to be sought.
18 Training - To note that, as agreed at Full Council, the previous Clerk attended EALC Laws and Procedures – Total Cost £108 but there will be a bursary paid to offset this of £67.50
The EALC Standing Orders Course was not attended and the cheque written was cancelled.
 Cheque No.2031 for £ 84.00    EALC to issue credit note.
19 Post Office Box – Noted that Royal Mail agreed to reimburse cancellation costs due to Clerk’s resignation. Cheque was returned.
20 UDC Platinum Jubilee Grant – Noted that the grant was received 16th June 2022 into the current account. As agreed, cheques to reimburse village societies & parishioners are listed below, ref (PJ)
21  Clerk’s (TJ) Extra Hours & Mileage - Total to be claimed 20hours 40minutes being: 6 hours training, 2 x 1 hour with Chairman on agenda, minutes & other matters, 10 hrs 40 mins extraordinary & dispute meetings and FOI requests, 2 x 1 hour meeting with Chairman post tendering resignation and to discuss handover matters.  Mileage – Travel to Dunmow for Training Course £11.25
 Extra hours and mileage claimed by Mrs James approved:  P: Cllr Gill S: Cllr Stanford In Fav: Unanimous
22 New Notice Board – An update and prices from two suppliers costs for oak and manmade boards received. More quotes to be sought. In interim, Village Hall Chairman has agreed to post notices on the Hall’s Board 
23 Village sign – Mr Richard Carter to be contacted on status of pheasant.
24 Finance  
24.1  To note the first quarter accounts including bank reconciliation and budget to date. moved to August agenda
24.2 Approval of cheques – To note Castle Water original bill was rejected as detailed 11 times actual water consumption; new bill below based on accurate readings.
Cheque no. 2040 voided as error in writing  
Determined to approve the cheques P: Cllr Stanford	 S: Cllr Ryan   In Fav: 4   Abst: 1 as beneficiary of cheque no. 2041
24.3 Noted that the AGAR for 2021-2022 has been submitted by post to the External Auditor with the additional requested documentation 
24.4 HMRC PAYE – Contact was made with HMRC as there is a requirement to pay PAYE this quarter and payin books were required. It appears that there is a credit amount on the Parish Council’s account at HMRC, approx. initial amount £440, and this is being drawn down on by HMRC at the moment. More information is being sourced as a Gateway account must be opened.
	Credit Received 
	UDC Plat Jub Grant - £966.00
Allotment tap key deposit £10
Overdue allotment rent: £10 Business Account Interest Accrued:  £0.03


	Wages s/o
	None

	Balance at NatWest Bank 30th June 2022
	£16,233.91

	Balance of Clerk’s Expenses Account 3rd May 2022
	£163.25



	Clerk’s Expenses Account
	Detail
	Amount
	Total
	VAT

	15.06.2022
	Clerk’s Expenses Printer Ink
	£8.32
	£9.99
	£1.67

	27.06.2022
	Postage – stamps, and tap keys
	
	£1.36
	

	06.06.2022
	Corsto website hosting
	£29
	£34.80
	£5.80

	13.06.2022
	Force36 email hosting (8 accounts)
	£24
	£28.80
	£4.80

	Total
	
	
	£74.95
	



Cheques to approve:
	Cheque
	Detail
	Amount
	Total
	VAT

	2035
	RCCE Membership Fee
	£60.50
	£72.60
	£2.10

	2036
	Clavering Landscape History Group (PJ)
	
	£165.00
	

	2037
	Donna Duckworth (PJ)
	
	£284.00
	

	2038
	Charissa Upton (PJ)
	
	£207.92
	

	2039
	Rachel Betts (PJ)
	
	£187.95
	

	2041
	Ben & Stephanie Gill (PJ)
	
	£121.13
	

	2042
	Trf to Clerk’s Account  
	
	£74.95
	

	2043
	Tricia James June payroll 
(see item 21)
	
	£624.83
	

	2044
	Jess Ashbridge
 payroll balance (Mileage due)
	
	£18.00
	

	2045
	                 Castle Water
	£110.70
	£132.84
	£22.14

	Total of cheques to be paid
	
	
	£1889.22
	

	Total of cheques
outstanding
	1981       
2022
2023
2026
2028
2029
2034
	£50.00
£378.00
£25.00
£75.00
£570.00
£42.00
£762.24
	£1902.24
	

	Balance after cheques
	
	
	£12,442.45
	



NB VAT cannot be reclaimed on the UDC Platinum Jubilee Grant.


25 Items for Next Agenda
Summary of insurance cover, electronic records made of all PC files, recruitment of new councillors, first quarter accounts.
The remaining members of the public left after the vote for Item 26. The Chairman thanked them for their attendance. 
26 Employment - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it was resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns employment matters. P: Cllr Gill S: Clr Clayton In Fav: Unanimous 
Locum Clerk has agreed to work for Clavering for three months while permanent position advertised locally. 
27 [bookmark: _Hlk109227469]Potential Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it was resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a potential dispute. P: Cllr Gill S: Cllr Clayton. Named vote requested.
In Fav: Cllr Stanford, Cllr Ryan, Cllr Clayton, Cllr Gill. Ag: Cllr Couchman 
Locum clerk to advise of actions taken by Clerk to date 
28 [bookmark: _Hlk63173593][bookmark: _Hlk68620441]Ongoing Dispute - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns a dispute. P: Cllr Gill S: Cllr Stanford. Named vote requested.
In Fav: Cllr Clayton, Cllr Ryan, Cllr Stanford, Cllr Gill. Ag: Cllr Couchman 
An update on the solicitor’s recent advice was given over. Actions determined as before to continue.
	
	The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.46pm, thanking councillors for attending.





Signed ……………………………………………………………………………….……   Date………………………………
								Chairman



