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	CLAVERING NEWSLETTER
CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL
   Issue 189    15th  January 2023

     Email address:       clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
                                                                                  Editor: Stephanie Gill   


If your New Year Resolution was to become more involved in the Community and Local Activities, please contact the CPC Clerk for the list of Clavering Groups  – a few of them need volunteers urgently!

Parish Council Meeting 9th January 2023: 
The Chairman welcomed all and reported that she had been delighted to attend the 
Uttlesford Community Achievement Reception on 5th January where Mrs Jean Wilson and Mr Richard Carter had received awards for their voluntary work in Clavering and also across Uttlesford and Essex. She explained that the Locum Clerk of last month was not present and it had not been possible to source an alternative at short notice. The minutes of the meeting would be written up from the recording and any matters requiring advice of a Proper Officer would be held over.   
Two parishioners and District Councillor Oliver were present in part; apologies for absence were received from two councillors and accepted.
A parishioner commented on the amount of litter and debris accumulating on the roadside and in the ditches by the new build of bungalows on the Stortford Rd. They also wished to make councillors aware, if they were not already, that all sizes of planning applications require conditions and actions which are positive regarding biodiversity and gave their opinion on this.
A parishioner asked for clarification on an entry in the draft budget paperwork; it was explained that the entry was an existing earmarked reserves amount.   
Clerk’s Report –  The report of work carried out by Chairman as delegated per Full CPC Meeting of 19th December in absence of an appointed Clerk was received and noted    
Allotments – Report of inspection of turning area to be given in February Meeting. Three plots have been relinquished and will be offered to those on the waiting list.    
Representative Reports- Agreed that Cllr Gill would represent the CPC in attending the Uttlesford Community Partnership Event on Rural Crime (11th January) and the Stansted Area UDC Parish Forum (27th February)
Risk Assessment Book – it was requested that the Parish Council report the drain which appears blocked on the road near the Village Hall/Horse Pond. The water coursing onto the B1038 by Hillside and causing damage to the footway and highway has been reported by a parishioner and it is under investigation. 
Jubilee Field Grass Cutting Donation Request – moved to February meeting as vote not quorate
Flood Wardens – Parishioner interest to be gauged, see below article
Application to UDC Local Highways Panel for design and measures to reinforce the 30mph speed limits on the entrance to the village –  determined that this would be pursued. Cllr Oliver asked that his support of this be noted.
Support of the initiative to request Essex CC to lower the speed limit to 20mph in all Essex villages - this motion did not proceed as councillors felt insufficient information had been provided and more information and understanding was required.
New Code of Conduct - Determined to adopt the Uttlesford District Council  new Code of Conduct and the accompanying LGA guidance
Parish Council Correspondence – as the existing PO Box no. ceases mid-January and in the absence of an appointed Clerk, agreed that correspondence to be directed to the Parish Council Chairman for the interim.
New Pemises Licence Application, Elizabeth Rose Wines Butts Green- determined not to comment
Surface Water flooding arising along the Stortford Road – determined to write to UDC 
Planning and remind them of the Parish Council’s and residents’ concerns of surface water flooding when responding to planning applications for the development behind the school.
Naming of roads on new development behind the school – UDC advised that the road names under consideration are Vassar Field, Poppies Close and Chapel Drive
Uttlesford Parish & Town Council Survey, Services and Facilities – A councillor was asked to complete this on CPC’s behalf.
Finance –Cheques approved. 2023-2024 Budget agreed and Parish Expenditure for coming year agreed at £23,228.  2023-2024 Precept demand agreed at £21,768. See below article
Recruitment of Clerk/RFO & Appointment of Internal Auditor. Discussion in camera as some matters were considered confidential. It was determined to appoint Mrs Ann Wood as the Internal Auditor for 2022-2023 financial year.

Planning for PC Comment:
UTT/22/3500/CLP: 2 High Street Single storey rear extension No comment

Planning Determined by UDC:
UTT/22/2576/LB:  Paddock View Stickling Green Conversion of existing barn to annex, internal alterations to the existing cottage and new glasshouse to orchard. Approved with conditions
UTT/22/2575/HHF: Paddock View Stickling Green Conversion of existing barn to annex and new glasshouse to orchard Approved with Conditions
UTT/22/2667/HHF: 1 The Hyde Stortford Road Single storey rear extension and pitched roof over front dormer Approved with Conditions
UTT/22/2669/HHF: 2 The Hyde Stortford Road Pitched roof over dormer window at front Approved with conditions
UTT/22/2965/CLP: 2 High Street Single storey rear extension. Refused 
UTT/22/3083/HHF: 2 High Street Single storey front extension. Creation of first floor with dormer window in front roof slope Withdrawn by applicant
UTT/22/3350/AG:  Clavering Place Farm Stickling Green 2 no. Agricultural Machinery Stores and 1 no. grain processing building

Planning at Appeal:
APP/C1570/W/22/3301627 The Grange Stortford Road.  Application for permission in principle for the erection of max. 9 dwellings. UDC Application reference: UTT/22/0451/PIP.

The next Parish Council Meeting is expected to take place on
Monday 13th February 2023 at 7.30pm in the Clavering  Village Hall
Approved Council Minutes and Financial Statements will be found 
on the Parish Council website:  https://www.claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk/   
Draft Council Minutes are also posted on the Parish Council website.
The Council normally meets the second Monday of each month. 
The next Agenda can be found in the week before each Meeting  
by the Post Box at Clavering Shop and the Parish Council website with the latter also providing the supporting meeting documents
Please contact the Clerk if you wish to access any information that is not yet posted on the website, or if you find a mis-posted document
YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
 Chair: Stephanie Gill:         Vice Chair: Robert Clayton:   
Councillors:  Brian Barrow:    Ron Couchman:    Martina Ryan:          Rebecca Stanford:   
Locum Clerk: TBA 
Telephone 07340 505410     email clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Council Address:  c/oThe Bower House High Street Clavering CB11 4QR
If you are telephoning the Council please leave a message if your call is not picked up immediately. Emails will be responded to in accordance with the receipt acknowledgement.
Upcoming Parish Council Meeting Dates
Full Council Meetings: 13th February, 13th March, 17th April
Expected 1st Meeting of Newly Elected Parish Council: 15th May
Annual Meeting of the Parish (the Electorate): 22nd May 2023

Essex Mobile Library Clavering Christian Centre   10.30 – 11am
  14th January   *   4th February * 25th February * 18th March
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Clavering Parish Council (CPC) Budget & Precept 2023-24
By law before 11th March each year a Parish Council, having determined its yearly budget, must issue its precept for the upcoming financial year starting 1st April.
(Uttlesford ask CPC to determine this by 20th January to enable the information from all Parish Councils to be collated with the UDC and Essex County Council rates requests plus the Police and Fire Commission levies in good time for publication and advice to those who are due to be billed.)
Parish Councils also look at their general reserves and earmarked reserves to ensure that there are funds to be drawn on in some eventualities – such as replacing or repairing worn-out assets such as parish benches, ensuring the defibrillators are in working order, meeting the costs of the Election, requiring the services of Legal and Professional Advisors. They also ensure that if a District Council fails to pay over the precept it collects for a Parish Council in a timely fashion that the Parish Council can meet its immediate liabilities, especially employment and insurance costs.

This coming year an increase in employment costs and also the re-negotiated three year grass cutting contract, which had been fixed for 2020-2022, obviously affected the CPC budget.
2023-24 Budgeted Expenditure: £23,228			(2022-2023:  £ 20,359)

The charts below show the CPC’s expenditure for the coming financial year under its budget headings and also where the yearly income comes from.
(Note that Allotment expenditure is not shown as this normally equals Allotment Income) 

The Precept levied by Clavering for 2023-24 will be £21,768. This equates to a Parish Band D figure of £ 32.77.
(2022-23 Precept: £19,910 2022-23 Parish Band D figure: £30.17  £2.60 increase or 8.6%) 



Clavering Parish Council Elections 4th May 2023
Uttlesford District Council shall be holding a Candidates and Agents briefing and encourages all wishing to stand to attend.
More information about the upcoming election and the nomination packs can be found at Local elections 2023 - Uttlesford District Council.
The UDC Electoral Services Manager has issued the following reminder:  
Anyone who wishes to stand (whether they are current sitting councillors or new) MUST complete and submit by hand a nomination paper and subsequently submit an expenses form, regardless whether the parish is contested or not or they incurred any cost or not! 
 
The advertised links for the meetings are:
 Topic: Candidates & Agents Briefing
Time: Feb 22, 2023 07:00 PM 
 Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89875642673?pwd=U0RyOHBHQ0VOaTZseTRVZUtQWHNaQT09
 Meeting ID: 898 7564 2673
Passcode: 534098
 OR
 Topic: Candidates & Agents Briefing
Time: Mar 13, 2023 07:00 PM 
 Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82968634163?pwd=RUx0NmpsUlA1K2NHbXI3cU91UnkzZz09
 Meeting ID: 829 6863 4163
Passcode: 123478

Key Deadline:  Nomination of candidates time period - from publication of the Notices of Election (district and parish- expected to be 21st March) until 4pm on Tuesday 4 April 2023

New Requirement for ALL voters to show suitable photo ID at a polling station before being allowed to vote
Poll cards are changing!
From May 2023, in order to list the suitable form of photo ID acceptable at a polling station, poll cards will be A4 size and delivered in an envelope. 
Acceptable ID will include a passport, driving licence and a national concessionary bus pass. Certain other ID will also be acceptable and will be listed on the back of the card. 
The ID does not have to be valid provided that the photograph is still a suitable likeness. 
If you do not have any of the ID listed, you can apply for a Voter Authority Certificate that will be posted direct to your registered address. Full details of this process will appear on the UDC website in due course.
The poll card will list the electoral areas - ward and parish council, though not all areas will have both elections as many parishes are likely to be uncontested. At the polling station and with postal votes, electors will be presented with one or two ballot papers - different colours.  It will say how many votes you have on each ballot paper.

Notes of the verbal report of the District Councillor, Edward Oliver, 9th January – As Cllr Oliver’s last report was given late December, given the intervening holiday period, he did not have any UDC business to report, other than that he is supporting those who have been affected by the surface flooding near the building works on the Stortford Rd.

Thank You..
… to those villagers who, in the cold weather of December, cleared snow and ice and spread salt on footways/roadways. Your kind efforts were greatly appreciated by parishioners
…to all who supported the ‘Carols on the Green’ and sang with gusto! Your generosity resulted in £123.88 being collected for Clavering Care.  

Dog fouling on Green Spaces around the Village
Some parishioners have noticed of late that some dog owners have not been clearing up after their dogs at Hill Green, Middle Street and on the Jubilee Field. This is a gentle reminder that these areas are used by the public and especially young children. Around the village there are bins provided for dog owners to use. Thank you.

Environment Agency (EA) Flood Wardens:  The Parish Council has verified with its insurers that any parishioner appointed by the Parish Council to act as a flood warden is covered under the Council’s Insurance Policy if they have undertaken training, fulfil certain criteria and if Parish Council has ensured the wardens are adequately equipped.
Flood Wardens are volunteers and do not receive payment as there is no employment contract between a Flood Warden and the County Council, Local Authorities or the EA.
Flood Warden training is available from the EA, giving support and guidance to Flood Wardens to suggest how they could carry out their duties. 
If you are interested in becoming a Flood Warden in Clavering, please contact clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk with your interest so that the Council can investigate further the provision and delivery of the required training.
 CPC’s December 2022 Meeting document pack, available on-line, gives a more detailed report on Flood Wardens for anyone interested.  

Tea and Chat: 
Thursday 9th February, 2-4pm  at  Wicken Church Community Centre. Do come along and have a cup of tea, slice of cake, and a friendly chat with friends old and new. All welcome. 
Contact viv.mclennan@gmail.com for more information
Uttlesford Foodbank – Helping Local People in Need
By kind permission of the owners, the Uttlesford Foodbank collection point is now in Clavering Village Shop.
Once the container is full, the contents will be taken to the main collection point on Shire Hill and thereafter distributed to help families in the area.
All non-perishable goods are gratefully received, except for infant formula and anything containing alcohol. 									Sue Washington 

Clavering Horticultural Society: Grand Jumble Sale. 
Saturday 11th February  2pm Clavering Village Hall
Bric-a-brac, toys books, gardening tools, clothes and more    Cakes & Teas plus Raffle
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please bring donations of items to the village hall between 10am and 12noon on the Saturday or contact Nigel Wood. (No electrical items please)

Clavering Landscape History Group: Winter Zoom Lectures 2023. 
Tuesdays 7.30pm          Theme: Special Places and their history
24th January: ‘Cadhay’, the Tudor ancestral home of the Paulets. Judith William-Powlett
7th February: The Great Bardfield Artists. Elizabeth Allen, Art Historian
21st February: Saffron Walden history & countryside. Jacqueline Cooper.
Non-members are welcome to ‘zoom in’, please contact mrsjacquelinecooper@gmail.com to receive the joining instructions for each evening.

Cheese Tasting Evening with Wine in aid of Clavering Church
Saturday 18th February, Clavering Christian Centre, 7 for 7.30pm 
Tickets £12.50 each.  For tickets, please contact Janet Hosford   

Clavering Rainfall - October, November and December 2022
Both October and November were wetter than normal months with 85.0mm (3.40ins) and 95.3mm (3.7ins) respectively but in December we had 57.9mm (2.3ins) which was a normal amount of rain for that month.  5cm (2 ins) of snow fell during the morning of Monday 12th December and covered the ground until the following weekend because temperatures barely rose above freezing during the day and fell significantly below freezing overnight.

Clavering Rainfall – 2022 Summary
The total rainfall for 2022 was 563.0mm (22.7in) which was 78.1mm (3.1ins) less rain than we received in 2021.
There were three very wet months in 2022; February, October and November. 
The dry months of 2022 were January, April and July. July was exceptionally dry with only 3mm (0.18ins) falling on four separate days of the month and there were 27 dry days.
The most rain that I recorded in a 24hr period in 2022 was 31.7mm (2.50ins) on the 17th August compared to the most daily rain recorded in 2021 being 22.9mm (0.9ins).  
There were only another three days in 2022 when I recorded in excess of 20mm (0.79ins) in 24hrs.
The only snow that I recorded in 2022 was 5cm which fell during the morning of the 12th December.
The 3 yearly inspection of the rain gauge was successfully carried out by the Met Office on18th October									Brian Barrow

Environment Agency 
Many parishioners in Clavering take advantage of the free government service to sign up to get flood warnings, especially as the monitoring station for this is located near the Bridges.
More information can be found on www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings 
or you may register by calling 0345 988 1188.



///what3words     
Do you know about this app?
The Emergency Services are asking especially those who live in rural areas to consider downloading this free app.
As the app has given each 3 metre square of the world a unique combination of three words, using this when contacting the emergency services can pinpoint where help is needed and save precious time in finding those in need.
(As a side note, it can even be used to make sure a courier delivers to your doorstep and not your neighbour’s!)


VACANCY                 CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH CLERK and RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER (RFO)

The post will be for 48 hours per calendar month (approx. 11 hours per week)
 and relative NJC rates will apply (LC1 : SCP 5-17 revised) according to experience and qualifications.
You will need to be computer literate in Excel and Word. 
A designated Parish Council laptop with appropriate software, a printer 
and a mobile telephone are provided.
The position is home-based, with an allowance payable for home office use.

Clerical Duties will include: 
Attendance at regular Parish Council Meetings – usually in the evening on the second Monday in each month - the Annual Parish Meeting and interim meetings if required
Producing Agendas in consultation with the Chairman
Producing Minutes of the Meetings 
Adding documents to the Parish Council Website as required under the Transparency Code 
Monitoring Actions/Decisions of the Parish Council and advising the Council on its statutory duties and the regulatory requirements regarding its activities 
Dealing with correspondence 
Ensuring Planning Applications are dealt with by Clavering Parish Council and submitted to Uttlesford District Council by return deadlines, while assisting in making comments on such in line with UDC Policy/NPPF
Assisting in the formation and review of Council policies 
Liaison with all other agencies, eg EALC, Highways Rangers, District and County Councillors, and other tasks to the extent the Council shall desire 
RFO Duties will include: 
Day to day financial management and also preparation of the yearly budget and the end of year accounts to Audit level in accordance with current prescribed processes. 
Liaison with the appointed Internal Auditor where required. 

Whilst the Council would welcome an experienced Clerk/RFO, training and mentoring will be available for the right candidate. Training in the SCRIBE accounting system will also be given, and Clavering Parish Council supports Continuous Professional Development of its staff.  
There is an expectation that the Clerk will either have or work towards the Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA).
For an informal discussion on the role or to be forwarded a more detailed job description, please contact Stephanie Gill – Chair – 01799 550212
Or submit a letter of application, accompanied by a CV, by email to:
cllr.smgill@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
Applications to be assessed on rolling basis




Highways Maintenance Problems
At a meeting for Uttlesford’s Parish & Town Councils, the Essex County Councillor with responsibility for Highways Matters reiterated that the following website must be used to report highways problems.  In this way an audit trail is started and it is then easier for our local Essex County Councillor, Cllr Gooding, to chase outstanding matters when requested to do so either by parishioners or the parish council.  
 www.essexhighways.org/tell-us
Potholes, broken railings, pavement/kerb/drainage defects, blocked culverts, 
overgrown trees or hedges, blocked/damaged footpaths, and etc.,  may easily reported here.


Before a power cut or gas emergency ……….
· Know your free emergency numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency, dial 0800 111999.
· Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a Gas Safe registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
· Register as a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra support by signing up to the Priority Services Register. You can find out more about the Priority Services Register in London, the South and East of England by signing up at www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk.  
Keep your eyes open:  If you have a power cut or a gas emergency, check on your neighbours


================================================================
DEFIBRILLATORS AT THE VILLAGE HALL and VILLAGE SHOP
If you have to make a 999 call, the call handler may decide that the defibrillator is required.
You will be asked if you are able to go to the village hall or the village shop to get the defibrillator,
 but this would usually only happen if someone else is able to stay with the person in need,
as phone contact with the emergency service must be maintained at all times.
The call handler will give you the code to open the yellow metal box beside the hall or shop entrance doors 
The hall’s defibrillator is the small carry case – like a child’s play-doctor kit – that is kept in the metal box. 
Take the ‘Ready Kit’ (black pouch with green cross) and the carry case. 
The shop’s defibrillator is in a shoulder bag with the ‘Ready Kit’ in a small black bag attached to its strap.
ONLY THE SHOP’S DEFIBRILLATOR CAN BE USED WITH PADS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE – THESE MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE CABINET ALSO AND ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  
When you are back with the patient, open the defibrillator: you will then hear an automated voice giving instructions. IF NEEDED, REMOVE THE ADULT PADS AND ATTACH CHILD PADS. 
The call handler will also talk you through all that you must do and when the paramedics arrive they will take over from you.				
REMEMBER
The defibrillator can go to the patient
No special training is required
The Emergency Services will guide you through everything`
================================================================
Funding of Parish Budget 2023-2024
Precept 	Interest	Green Waste	Way leaves	Clerk's Salary part-funded from General  Reserves	21768	40	140	280	1000	Parish Expenditure Budget 2023-24 
Salary	Overtime	Office Allowance	Payroll	Expenses/admin	Storage 	&	 Phone	Audit	Meeting costs	Green Waste	Defib	Website	Coronation, Carols and community	Travel	Insurance	Subscriptions	Training	Donations for grasscutting JF and CC	Election Expenses	Parish Grass Cutting	Trees hedges	8150	300	216	132	500	150	400	420	800	260	700	750	400	900	600	600	1300	500	3650	2500	image1.png




