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	CLAVERING NEWSLETTER
CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL
   Issue 190    15th February  2023

     Email address:       clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
                                                                                  Editor: Stephanie Gill   



Parish Council Meeting 13th February 2023:
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting, commented on the bright new lights installed, and introduced the Minutes Clerk for the Meeting, who is CilCa trained and was previously the Parish Liaison Officer for the Essex Association of Local Councils.
Three parishioners, District Cllr Oliver and ECC Cllr Ray Gooding present In part. Apologies were received and accepted from one councillor. 
A parishioner advised the date of the Keep Clavering Rural AGM, informed the meeting of an Emergency First Aid Training Session to be held on 20th April in the Village Hall, and reported that Essex Highways were to repair damage caused by construction traffic on the Stortford Rd and that heavy vehicles were not attending the site until the repairs were carried out
A parishioner handed over a letter for the attention of the Council’s Internal Auditor, whose formal appointment was being considered later in the meeting. A parishioner stated they were present to answer questions, if any, on their planning application. From the public area, the Chairman read letters from two parishioners regarding planning applications under consideration.  
Clerk’s Report –  The report of work carried out by the Chairman as delegated per Full CPC Meeting of 9th January in absence of an appointed permanent Clerk was received and noted    
Allotments – Determined to seek quotes to address the overgrown area at the turning area. Vacated allotments being offered to those on the waiting list
Representative Reports-  A report was received on the Uttlesford Community Partnership Event on Rural Crime at Takeley (11th January), the Essex Association of Local Councils and the Uttlesford Association of Local Councils. Cllr Gill will attend Stansted Area UDC Parish Forum (28th  February), ECC Passenger Transport (27th March) and UDC Planning Forum (28th March). 
Village Greens/Parish Lands /Parish Assets – Quotes to be sought clear fallen trees at Frog Pond & quote accepted to replace fallen posts near the Old Chapel. New Notice Board erected at shop, Dick Ball Meadow hedge unable to be cut due traffic problems re erosion on adjacent B1038
Essex Highways – Highways to be asked to address sight lines obstruction for drivers exiting Lower Way to enter the High Street.  
Risk Assessment Book – Defibs ‘rescue ready’ 12th February & also annual check carried out 19th Jan. Flytipping/ bonfire of green waste and fence panels at Coleshill Close noted and council determined actions. 
Jubilee Field Grass Cutting Donation Request – Agreed to donate £700
Donations – Uttlesford Citizens Advice Bureau £150 and the Essex and Herts Air Ambulance £50
Flood Wardens – no volunteers have come forward (see article below)
Environment Agency (EA) – email received from EA advised status of dredging the River Stort (see article below). Agreed that Cllr Stanford or Cllr Gill to attend any meeting if requested
Application to UDC Local Highways Panel (LHP) for design and measures to reinforce the 30mph speed limits on the entrance to the village –  LHP should look at this application in their meeting in March.
Coronation Weekend –  Discussions held  (see article below)
Gt Chesterford Community Orchard – organisers have advised they are willing to speak to Clavering Parishioners on a local project here.
UDC Green Waste Skip – A 20% increase in costs was advised (£88.20ph from £73.50ph) by UDC after the precept was set. Agreed to continue with the service for 2023 (using reserve funds)
Booking System at Saffron Walden Recycling Centre – Determined to write to ECC to ask this is reconsidered.
Surface Water flooding arising along the Stortford Road – no response from UDC Planning. 
Naming of roads on new development behind the school – UDC advised that the road names under consideration are to be Vassar’s Field, Poppies Crescent and Chapel Close
Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) – Cllr Stanford was appointed as Acting RFO 
Finance –Revised asset register noted and cheques approved. VAT Refund, Saffron Building Society yearly interest and bank confirmation of the receipt of the expected payment (in full) from the Insurance Company via their Solicitors in respect of the remedial works carried out to a village green noted.
Recruitment of Clerk/RFO & Appointment of Internal Auditor. Discussion in camera as some matters were considered confidential. Update given on recruitment, terms payable to Minutes Clerk agreed and Letter of Engagement for Internal Auditor agreed.

Planning for PC Comment:
UTT/23/0092/HHF: 21 Skeins Way Demolition of single storey brick and timber lean to structure to the side. Proposed erection of two storey side extension, part two storey/part single storey rear extension and single storey front extension  No Comments
UTT/23/0146/FUL & UTT/23/0147/LB: Butts Green Valance Road Conversion of barn to 1 no. dwelling including the rebuilding of adjoining attached outbuildings and the erection of a detached cart lodge. Comments Made
UTT/23/0184/LB: The Wheelhouse Middle Street Replacement of existing concrete floor in one room of the house with a breathable replacement No Comments
UTT/23/0202/FUL: White Lodge Stud Butts Green S73A retrospective application for the fitting of side sheeting to covered riding arena, erection of a horse walker and erection of 64 linear metres of lunge fence Comments Made
Re-consultation UTT/22/2917/OP: Land West Of Clatterbury Lane Outline planning application with all matters reserved except access for five dwellings with landscaping and associated infrastructure. Comments Made

Planning Determined by UDC:
UTT/22/2636/HHF: Highfields Wicken Road Proposed roof extension to side elevation, rear first floor extension, new rear dormer and changes to ground floor rear elevation fenestration Approved with Conditions
UTT/22/3086/HHF: Saphal Wicken Road Proposed raising roof/ridge heights and extending roof lines to provide additional bedroom space and en-suite bathroom Approved with Conditions

Planning Appeal:
APP/C1570/W/22/3306534 15 Pelham Road Proposed conversion and change of use of existing annex into 1 no. separate dwelling. UDC reference: UTT/22/0745/FUL 
Comments to Inspectorate before 20th March 2023

Planning Appeal Decision by the Inspectorate:
APP/C1570/W/22/3301627 The Grange Stortford Road.  Application for permission in principle for the erection of max. 9 dwellings. UDC reference: UTT/22/0451/PIP. Appeal Dismissed

The next Parish Council Meeting is expected to take place on
Monday 13th March 2023 at 7.30pm in the Clavering Village Hall
Approved Council Minutes and Financial Statements will be found 
on the Parish Council website:  https://www.claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk/   
Draft Council Minutes are also posted on the Parish Council website.
The next Agenda can be found in the week before each Meeting  
by the Post Box at Clavering Shop and the Parish Council website with the latter also providing the supporting meeting documents
Please contact the Clerk if you wish to access any information that is not yet posted .
Upcoming Parish Council Meeting Dates
Full Council Meetings: Monday 13th March, Monday 17th April 
Expected 1st Meeting of Newly Elected Parish Council:  Monday 15th May
Annual Meeting of the Parish (the Electorate): Monday 22nd May 2023
YOUR PARISH COUNCIL:  Chair: Stephanie Gill:     Vice Chair: Robert Clayton:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Councillors:  Brian Barrow:     Ron Couchman:     Martina Ryan:  Rebecca Stanford: 
Clerk: TBA 
Telephone 07340 505410     email clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Council Address:  c/o The Bower House High Street Clavering CB11 4QR
If you are telephoning the Council please leave a message if your call is not picked up immediately. Emails will be responded to in accordance with the receipt acknowledgement.

Gentle Reminder - Allotment Rents
If you have not yet paid your allotment rent which was due last November, please do so as soon as possible, or advise the Clerk if you wish to relinquish your plot.

Village Green Waste Service  at Clavering Place Farm, Stickling Green
This service is available for Clavering and Langley residents only:  it is paid for via their parish precepts
10.30am - 11.30am 
~ 4th March ~ 1st April ~ 29th April ~ 27th May ~ 24th June ~ 22nd July ~
~ 19th August ~ 16th September ~ 14th October ~ 11th November ~ 9th December ~
The Parish Councils thank the Balaam Family for facilitating this service at their premises.

Essex Mobile Library        Clavering Christian Centre   10.30 – 11am
* 25th February * 18th March * 8th April * 29th April * 20th May *

Why Be A Parish Councillor?
Everyone will have their own reasons……usually to
Help shape the Local Environment
Support the Local Community
Represent people’s views
Campaign against or for change
Raise concerns about a particular issue
On 4th May, there are elections for Clavering Parish Council,
9 Councillor Seats are to be filled
Are you willing to volunteer time for your Community?
For more information on standing as a Candidate please contact clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk

Clavering Parish Council Elections Thursday 4th May 2023
Uttlesford District Council shall be holding a Candidates and Agents briefing and encourages all wishing to stand to attend.
The advertised links for the meetings are:
 Topic: Candidates & Agents Briefing
Time: Feb 22, 2023 07:00 PM 
 Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89875642673?pwd=U0RyOHBHQ0VOaTZseTRVZUtQWHNaQT09
 Meeting ID: 898 7564 2673
Passcode: 534098
 OR
 Topic: Candidates & Agents Briefing
Time: Mar 13, 2023 07:00 PM 
 Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82968634163?pwd=RUx0NmpsUlA1K2NHbXI3cU91UnkzZz09
 Meeting ID: 829 6863 4163
Passcode: 123478

More information about the upcoming election and the nomination packs can be found at Local elections 2023 - Uttlesford District Council.
The UDC Electoral Services Manager has issued the following reminder:  
Anyone who wishes to stand (whether they are current sitting councillors or new) MUST complete and submit by hand a nomination paper and subsequently submit an expenses form, regardless whether the parish is contested or not or they incurred any cost or not! 

Key Deadline:  Nomination of candidates time period - from publication of the Notices of Election (district and parish- expected to be 21st March) until 4pm on Tuesday 4 April 2023

New Requirement for ALL voters to show suitable photo ID at a polling station before being allowed to vote
Poll cards are changing!
From May 2023, in order to list the suitable form of photo ID acceptable at a polling station, poll cards will be A4 size and delivered in an envelope. 
Acceptable ID will include a passport, driving licence and a national concessionary bus pass. Certain other ID will also be acceptable and will be listed on the back of the card. 
The ID does not have to be valid provided that the photograph is still a suitable likeness. 
If you do not have any of the ID listed, you can apply for a Voter Authority Certificate that will be posted direct to your registered address. Full details of this process will appear on the UDC website in due course.
The poll card will list the electoral areas - ward and parish council, though not all areas will have both elections as many parishes are likely to be uncontested. At the polling station and with postal votes, electors will be presented with one or two ballot papers - different colours.  It will say how many votes you have on each ballot paper.
Written report of the District Councillor, Edward Oliver, 13th February – 
Local Plan: The news of this important piece of work affecting all residents in the Uttlesford District is not good. Public consultation was due to take place Summer last year. This then went to last November, then to spring this year and now to this coming summer. If this happens, it is possible that the Plan will not be "up and running" until 2025. The current delays are due to various reasons, the latest by the reported exodus of staff.
5year land supply: A 5 year land supply means a planning district has approved applications for property builds for five years, based on a Government formula. At present UDC figure is 4.89years . Sadly it is understood that this figure is likely to worsen because of lack of completions. The problem then is if the 5 year figure is not met, then there is a presumption in favour of developers, which is known as a "tilted balance". In short for a community opposing unwanted developments it is a bit like fighting with one hand tied behind ones back
UDC's Accounts: These have still not been signed off for 2018/19 and periods after that by the external auditors. Further it would appear that work on those for the current year (2021/22) will not be started until later this year.
Special Measures:  UDC's planning department is still in "special measures" and is likely to be for this year, which means that the developer can go directly to the Planning Inspectorate for approval, bypassing UDC. This is in respect of any development of 10 houses and that option has already been taken in certain cases
Notes of verbal report on meeting: Jayne Reynolds, UDC Monitoring Officer, has resigned with effect immediately. Cllr Oliver advised that he had visiting the site of a planning application on the agenda and was in contact with officers UDC about matters he had observed.

Notes of the verbal report of the ECC Councillor, Ray Gooding, 13th February-
Cllr Gooding advised that in spite of budget projections, ECC had added £9mio to the Highways Budget. £4mio is to be put to member-led schemes including additional funding for Local Highways Panel schemes. Highways is actually a small part of the budget – Education and Adult Social Care being the main components.
‘The 36 Potholes’:   County Councillors may nominate 36 potholes in their area which require urgent Highways repair. Cllr Gooding advised that the potholes must be over 2” deep and asked if these could be reported by parishioners via the Parish Clerk to him. After April, there will be funding for a scheme to trim back vegetation encroaching on footways and which is causing pedestrians to be forced to walk in roads; it seems these have been overlooked/previous Highways Rangers could not work where needed as in an area with a speed limit greater than 30mph. Areas of overgrown vegetation to be reported to Cllr Gooding.
Cllr Gooding was asked to look at the damage to the B1038 & adjoining pavement near the Dick Ball Meadow and ask that repairs be expedited.
   
Environment Agency (EA) Flood Wardens:  The Parish Council has verified with its insurers that any parishioner appointed by the Parish Council to act as a flood warden is covered under the Council’s Insurance Policy if they have undertaken training, fulfil certain criteria and if Parish Council has ensured the wardens are adequately equipped.
Flood Wardens are volunteers and do not receive payment as there is no employment contract between a Flood Warden and the County Council, Local Authorities or the EA.
Flood Warden training is available from the EA, giving support and guidance to Flood Wardens to suggest how they could carry out their duties. 
If you are interested in becoming a Flood Warden in Clavering, please contact clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk with your interest so that the Council can investigate further the provision and delivery of the required training.
 CPC’s December 2022 Meeting document pack, available on-line, gives a more detailed report on Flood Wardens for anyone interested.  

Dredging of the River Stort - Recent information received by the Parish Council from the Environment Agency Catchment Coordinator for the River Stort.
I have had several discussions across different internal teams regarding the required heavy maintenance works (or dredging) of the River Stort, and a member of the field team has attend the site to look at the scale of the works.
Due to the over silted channel, the heavy maintenance works on the Stort were put forwards for funding this year. 
However, due to the extent of these works and current resource, the bid has been unsuccessful, and we currently would not be able to fund these works through the FCRM funds (Flood and Coastal Risk Management) allocated for these types of works.
After the site visit was conducted, several other issues with the channel have been highlighted, such as; the surface water drainage on Colehill Lane needs addressing, the culvert at the confluence with the Stickling Green Brook requires gravel removal and due to the extent of the siltation, the silt is now combined with gravel and vegetation – binding the silt together and making removal much more difficult.
We have also discussed the possibility of conducting some modelling to prove that silt is the problem, as due to the nature of the channel, dredging may not solve the overall problem of flood risk in the area. It is also important that we have the most accurate and up-to-date information to ensure any works we do at this location will not make flooding downstream any worse.
Despite the inability to fund the heavy maintenance works through FCRM funds, there have been internal discussions of NFM (Natural Flood Management) projects upstream e.g. using woody debris to retain water, that will hopefully decrease the flood risk downstream through Clavering.
I would like to look at the potential for a collaborative environmental improvement project, on both the Stort and the Stickling Green Brook, looking at using NFM to reduce flood risk downstream, addressing the issues on the surface water drains on Colehill Lane, and the culvert at the confluence with the Stickling Green Brook, as well as package this up with modelling to then further support the case to/to not carry out the heavy maintenance works in future years if the funding allows. This project, due to the nature of the improvement works, could then potentially be funded through our WEIF (Water Environment Improvement Fund) funding.
I am hoping to open up discussions internally, and with other partners within the next few weeks to discuss the possibility of collaborating on an environmental improvement project.

Parish Salt Supplies – salt is now in store with the Village Emergency Plan Coordinator

Coronation Weekend: Saturday 6th – 8th May.
The Parish Council was obliged to wait until King Charles determined what celebrations he wanted – and these were announced only on 21st January!
Saturday 6th: The expectation is that all will watch the Coronation Service on the Saturday – at home, in London or wherever – and then there will be a concert broadcast.
Sunday 7th: Church Services will be held and then it is The Coronation Big Lunch when everyone is expected to celebrate with street parties or picnics.
In Clavering everyone is encouraged to come together as a community at the Jubilee Field and picnic together– and if it rains this shall take place in the Village Hall.
Unlike the Platinum Jubilee there will not be organised ‘hi-jinks and great revelry’ as King Charles is still in the year mourning period for his mother.
Monday 8th: It has been asked that this day is The Big Help Out. A ‘Coronation Litter Pick’ is being organised in the Village as well as an initiative to clean all the highway and road signs, and the Jubilee Field Committee would welcome help with its annual river clean.
On the Sunday it is hoped that there will be an array of small stands in the hall set up by volunteer groups in the Village and possibly those in Saffron Walden who need support.
March’s CPC newsletter will have more details re. timings   

Tea and Chat: 
Thursday 16th February (a late St Valentine) & Thursday 16th March (an early St Patrick!)  
2-4pm  at  Wicken Church Community Centre. All welcome to come along and have a cup of tea, slice of cake, and a friendly chat with friends old and new. 
Contact viv.mclennan@gmail.com for more information

Cheese Tasting Evening with Wine in aid of Clavering Church
Saturday 18th February   ……postponed………

Clavering Landscape History Group: 
Final Winter Zoom Lecture: Saffron Walden history & countryside. Tuesday 21st February: Jacqueline Cooper. Non-members are welcome to ‘zoom in’: to receive the joining instructions for the evening. please contact mrsjacquelinecooper@gmail.com 
Annual General Meeting: March 15th 11.00am at Piercewebbs  (email to advise attendance) 
Talk on Timber-framed houses including examples from Clavering: Tuesday 4th April: 7.30pm Clavering Christian Centre. Speaker: Anne Padfield. All welcome! 
(Small charge for non- members includes refreshments)

Clavering Bowls Club: Jumble Sale on Saturday, 11th March De-clutter ready for Spring!
Clavering Village Hall : 2 pm : Tea/coffee + home made cakes
Opening of the Bowling Green - Saturday 22nd April

Keep Clavering Rural: AGM Wednesday 1st March 7.30pm (via Zoom)
Please email keepclaveringrural@gmail.com for more details and how to join the meeting 

Clavering, Newport and District Royal British Legion: 73rd Annual Dinner    Postponed to September 2023

Clavering Cricket Club: Annual Dinner Saturday 25th March 6.30 for 7.30pm Clavering Village Hall. Live Band. For more information & tickets (£44 ph) contact James Carter 

Clavering Easter Arts & Show 2023
Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th   April   10am – 4am   Clavering Village Hall

Clavering Village Fete: Saturday 17th June 1- 4pm at the Jubilee Field
Traditional Stalls, Refreshments, Games, Sports, Bar & BBQ, Arts, Crafts, Plants, Live Music & more.
Stall Helpers for the day always welcomed!

Emergency First Aid Training Session Thursday 20th April 7pm Clavering Village Hall
Free training course led by St John Ambulance to include CPR instructions. 
Hosted by Clavering Bowls Club and open to all organisations in Clavering; as only 100 people may attend, please register your interest with Russell Young 
 
A huge THANK YOU .. to all who attended and supported the Jubilee Field Quiz earlier this month – we raised just shy of £1,500. Especial thanks to Poppy’s Barn for their super raffle prize!
Now starts the serious planning for the much needed refurbishment of the Adventure Playground, including consideration of the equipment suggested previously. If you would like to help to bring this initiative to fruition, please do contact Donna on claveringjubileefield@gmail.com

New Chairman for the Village Hall Committee...well not so new, as Aimee Balaam has returned to the position as Jon Upton has stepped down due to other commitments, though he remains a trustee. It is planned to have a Village Organisation & Volunteers Evening on 17th May in the hall to raise the profile of all organisations. 

!!!! Help Needed !!!!   1st Clavering Cubs and Beavers
We have a number of roles that need filling, both administrative and at meetings. Could you help?
We need regular helpers at our weekly meetings on a Tuesday (term time only). Could you help out a couple of times a month?
Please consider putting your skills to use, leaning new ones, and contributing to an amazing life experience for your local community, especially its youth.
Contact matt.elliston@claveringscouts.org.uk

Uttlesford Foodbank – Helping Local People in Need
By kind permission of the owners, the Uttlesford Foodbank collection point is now in Clavering Village Shop.
Once the container is full, the contents will be taken to the main collection point on Shire Hill and thereafter distributed to help families in the area.
All non-perishable goods are gratefully received, except for infant formula and anything containing alcohol. 									Sue Washington 

Uttlesford Citizens Advice Bureau has dedicated Energy Specialists!  
They can help residents with any of the following: 
* Energy Bills            * Winter benefits       * Cold weather payments     * Fuel debts
* Emergency support      * Warm home discount scheme    * Home improvement grants
* Problems with damp and mould     * Energy efficiency measures    * Oil Clubs       
* Priority services register        * And more!
They can be reached by calling 01799 618858 or emailing warmhomes@uttlesfordca.org.uk You can also make a secure referral through Uttlesford Frontline.

Local Warm Spaces and Hubs
The Garden Room - 7 Hill St, Saffron Walden:  Mondays and Fridays 12 noon -3pm with free tea/coffee and biscuits, free soup from noon -2pm. Free wi-fi, games and phone charging
Saffron Walden Mind - 1& 2 Bakehouse Court, 19 High Street, Saffron Walden:  Mondays and Wednesdays 9.30-11.30pm.
Saffron Walden Community Church- Castle St, Saffron Walden:  Mondays: 10am – noon. 
Saffron Walden Baptist Church- High Street Saffron Walden: Tuesdays 9.30-11.30pm Fridays 10am – noon.
Saffron Walden Library - Market Square: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11am -1pm
Salvation Army – Abbey Lane Saffron Walden: Wednesdays 10am -2.30pm
Cricketers PH – Clavering: 1st Tuesday of each month 10am -11.30am. Complimentary coffee/tea and cake & wi-fi available
   






VACANCY                 CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH CLERK and RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER (RFO)

The post will be for 48 hours per calendar month (approx. 11 hours per week)
 and relative NJC rates will apply (LC1: SCP 5-17, £11.21- £13.95) 
according to experience and qualifications.
You will need to be computer literate in Excel and Word. 
A designated Parish Council laptop with appropriate software, a printer 
and a mobile telephone are provided.
The position is home-based, with an allowance payable for home office use.

Clerical Duties will include: 
Attendance at regular Parish Council Meetings – usually in the evening on the second Monday in each month - the Annual Parish Meeting and interim meetings if required
Producing Agendas in consultation with the Chairman
Producing Minutes of the Meetings 
Adding documents to the Parish Council Website as required under the Transparency Code 
Monitoring Actions/Decisions of the Parish Council and advising the Council on its statutory duties and the regulatory requirements regarding its activities 
Dealing with correspondence 
Ensuring Planning Applications are dealt with by Clavering Parish Council and submitted to Uttlesford District Council by return deadlines, while assisting in making comments on such in line with UDC Policy/NPPF
Assisting in the formation and review of Council policies 
Liaison with all other agencies, eg EALC, Highways Rangers, District and County Councillors, and other tasks to the extent the Council shall desire 
RFO Duties will include: 
Day to day financial management and also preparation of the yearly budget and the end of year accounts to Audit level in accordance with current prescribed processes. 
Liaison with the appointed Internal Auditor where required. 

Whilst the Council would welcome an experienced Clerk/RFO, training and mentoring will be available for the right candidate. Training in the SCRIBE accounting system will also be given, and Clavering Parish Council supports Continuous Professional Development of its staff.  
There is an expectation that the Clerk will either have or work towards the Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA).
For an informal discussion on the role or to be forwarded a more detailed job description, please contact Stephanie Gill – Chair – 01799 550212
Or submit a letter of application, accompanied by a CV, by email to:
cllr.smgill@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
Applications to be assessed on rolling basis

///what3words     
Do you know about this app?
The Emergency Services are asking especially those who live in rural areas to consider downloading this free app.
As the app has given each 3 metre square of the world a unique combination of three words, using this when contacting the emergency services can pinpoint where help is needed and save precious time in finding those in need.
(As a side note, it can even be used to make sure a courier delivers to your doorstep and not your neighbour’s!)

Environment Agency 
Many parishioners in Clavering take advantage of the free government service to sign up to get flood warnings, especially as the monitoring station for this is located near the Bridges.
More information can be found on www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings 
or you may register by calling 0345 988 1188.
Highways Maintenance Problems
 The following website must be used to report highways problems.  In this way an audit trail is started and it is then easier for our local Essex County Councillor, Cllr Gooding, to chase outstanding matters when requested to do so either by parishioners or the parish council.  
 www.essexhighways.org/tell-us
Potholes, broken railings, pavement/kerb/drainage defects, blocked culverts, 
overgrown trees or hedges, blocked/damaged footpaths, and etc.,  may easily reported here.

Keep burglars out of your property 
Burglars target windows as they can offer easier access than doors. 
Check how your windows look from the outside, removing potential access points where you can.
Are there walls, bins, ladders or garden furniture that could be used to reach windows on the first floor? 
Is there additional lighting/video door bells/motion sensor alarms that could be added to your current security measures?
We are asking residents to remain vigilant and if you see or hear anything you feel is out of place please contact Essex Police on either 999 if it is happening now or via digital 101 if it has already happened https://www.essex.police.uk/digital101
For more crime prevention advice follow https://www.essex.police.uk/.../leaving-your-home-checklist/
Included at the request of the Uttlesford Police

Before a power cut or gas emergency ……….
· Know your free emergency numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency, dial 0800 111999.
· Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a Gas Safe registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
· Register as a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra support by signing up to the Priority Services Register. You can find out more about the Priority Services Register in London, the South and East of England by signing up at www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk.  
Keep your eyes open:  If you have a power cut or a gas emergency, check on your neighbours
================================================================
DEFIBRILLATORS AT THE VILLAGE HALL and VILLAGE SHOP
If you have to make a 999 call, the call handler may decide that the defibrillator is required.
You will be asked if you are able to go to the village hall or the village shop to get the defibrillator,
 but this would usually only happen if someone else is able to stay with the person in need,
as phone contact with the emergency service must be maintained at all times.
The call handler will give you the code to open the yellow metal box beside the hall or shop entrance doors 
The hall’s defibrillator is the small carry case – like a child’s play-doctor kit – that is kept in the metal box. 
Take the ‘Ready Kit’ (black pouch with green cross) and the carry case. 
The shop’s defibrillator is in a shoulder bag with the ‘Ready Kit’ in a small black bag attached to its strap.
ONLY THE SHOP’S DEFIBRILLATOR CAN BE USED WITH PADS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE – THESE MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE CABINET ALSO AND ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  
When you are back with the patient, open the defibrillator: you will then hear an automated voice giving instructions. IF NEEDED, REMOVE THE ADULT PADS AND ATTACH CHILD PADS. 
The call handler will also talk you through all that you must do and when the paramedics arrive they will take over from you.				
REMEMBER
The defibrillator can go to the patient
No special training is required
The Emergency Services will guide you through everything`
================================================================
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