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	CLAVERING NEWSLETTER
CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL
   Issue 191    15th March  2023

     Email address:       clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
                                                                                  


Please note that there is not expected to be a Newsletter issued in April. 
This is because the sitting councillors and councils must adhere to certain ‘purdah rules’ in the run up to the election scheduled for 4th May 2023. 
Clavering Parish Council will still meet in April to carry on business as is required. 
Parish Council Meeting 13th March 2023:
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and introduced the Minutes Clerk. The Chairman advised that she had been invited to attend a recent meeting of a local parish council in relation a planning application under consideration in that village. She had also attended the February ‘Tea and Chat’ and distributed information detailing actions that could be taken re. cold callers.
A parishioner asked for clarification on a funds receipt noted in the bank account. A representation from an allotment holder concerning dogs being walked at the allotments which are causing a nuisance to allotment tenants was read out.   
Clerk’s Report –  The report of work carried out by the Minutes Clerk & Chairman as delegated per Full CPC Meeting of 13th February in absence of an appointed permanent Clerk was received and noted 
Allotments –Vacated allotments being offered to those on the waiting list. Some allotments rents outstanding: letters to be sent. 
Representative Reports-  A report was received on the Stansted Area UDC Parish Forum & the UDC Design Code  Event
Village Greens/Parish Lands /Parish Assets – Diseased lime tree at Hill Green will be felled 16th March; a letter of thanks will be sent for the clearance of the fallen trees and scrub at Horse Pond by an adjoining landowner. 
Despite a letter sent to nearby residents, the dumped fencing & green waste on Parish Land at Coleshill Close was not removed as requested. CPC will arrange for a waste-carrier to remove this – the cost of this will be borne by the parish purse.   
Code of Conduct Training – Discussions ongoing of sharing costs for training provision between UDC and possibly the UALC
Risk Assessment Book – Defibs ‘rescue ready’ 13th March. 
Flood Wardens – and still no volunteers have come forward! (see article below)
Coronation Weekend –  Discussions held  (see articles below).
Finance –cheques approved. VAT refund noted. HMRC PAYE position noted. Virements to Earmarked Reserves made.
Receipt of Legal Advice, Planning Enforcement Update, & Recruitment of Clerk/RFO- Discussion in camera as some matters were considered confidential. Council agreed to offer Clerk/RFO position to Mr Hogbin, start date 1st April 2023.

Planning for PC Comment:
UTT/23/0124/HHF: Hill Crest Hill Green Construction of two storey rear extension and side porch, replacement of fenestration, removal of existing render, new insulation to external face with new render No Comments
UTT/23/0394/HHF & UTT/23/0432/LB Sheepcote Green House Sheepcote Green Demolition of the existing garage. Construct a single storey annex to be used as ancillary accommodation to the house. No comments
UTT/23/0146/FUL & UTT/23/0147/LB:  Butts Green Valance Road       RECONSULTATION Conversion of barn to 1 no. dwelling including the rebuilding of adjoining attached outbuildings and the erection of a detached cart lodge. Comments Made
UTT/23/0574/FUL: Land To The West Of Stortford Road Variation of Condition 1 (the development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved plans) of UTT/22/1103/DFO to allow for the revision of the site plan and the revision of the floor plans and elevations for plots 7 and 15. No Comments
	Following advised post agenda publication:
UTT/22/1718/FUL: Land West of Colehill Close Middle Street    RECONSULTATION  
Full Planning Application for the erection of 10 no. dwellings with associated landscaping, access and parking
UTT/23/0643/PAQ3: White Lodge Stud Butts Green Prior Notification of change of use of agricultural building to 2no. dwelling
Planning Determined by UDC:
UTT/22/0929/FUL:  Robin Hill Deers Green Cock Lane    Proposed repositioning of existing outbuilding  Approved with Conditions
UTT/22/3164/FUL: Brooklands Farm High Street Installation of solar panels to provide green electricity to Brooklands Farmhouse. Refused
UTT/22/3500/CLP: 2 High Street Proposed Single storey rear extension Certificate of Lawful Use approved

Planning Appeal:
APP/C1570/W/22/3306534 15 Pelham Road Proposed conversion and change of use of existing annex into 1 no. separate dwelling. UDC reference: UTT/22/0745/FUL CPC will not make further comments. Comments to Inspectorate before 20th March 2023

The next Parish Council Meeting is expected to take place on
Monday 17th April  (8th April is a Bank Holiday) 2023 at 7.30pm in the Clavering Village Hall
Approved Council Minutes and Financial Statements will be found 
on the Parish Council website:  https://www.claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk/   
Draft Council Minutes are also posted on the Parish Council website.
The next Agenda can be found in the week before each Meeting  
by the Post Box at Clavering Shop and the Parish Council website with the latter also providing the supporting meeting documents
Please contact the Clerk if you wish to access any information that is not yet posted .

PARISH COUNCIL:  
Telephone:  07340 505410     email: clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Council Address:  c/o The Bower House High Street Clavering CB11 4QR
If you are telephoning the Council please leave a message if your call is not picked up immediately. Emails will be responded to in accordance with the receipt acknowledgement.

Upcoming Parish Council Meeting Dates
Expected 1st Meeting of Newly Elected Parish Council:  Monday 15th May
Annual Meeting of the Parish (the Electorate): Monday 22nd May 2023

Village Green Waste Service  at Clavering Place Farm, Stickling Green
This service is available for Clavering and Langley residents only:  it is paid for via their parish precepts
10.30am - 11.30am 
~ 1st April ~ 29th April ~ 27th May ~ 24th June ~ 22nd July ~
~ 19th August ~ 16th September ~ 14th October ~ 11th November ~ 9th December ~
The Parish Councils thank the Balaam Family for facilitating this service at their premises.

Essex Mobile Library        Clavering Christian Centre   10.30 – 11am
* 18th March * 8th April * 29th April * 20th May *
Polite reminder: Per advice received, the Allotments are not considered to be an Open Space for village recreation, even though they are owned by the Parish Council. Only those who rent a plot, or their agents, are able to access the space.
The Parish Council’s Allotment Gardens does not have a public or permissive footpath through it, not does it adjoin to any public or permissive footpath.
Further, dogs should not be walked nor exercised in the area.         Thank you.

Why Be A Parish Councillor?
Everyone will have their own reasons……usually to
Help shape the Local Environment          Support the Local Community
Represent people’s views         Campaign against or for change
Raise concerns about a particular issue
On 4th May, there are elections for 9 Councillor Seats on Clavering Parish Council.          Are you willing to volunteer time for your Community?
For more information please contact clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk

Clavering Parish Council Elections Thursday 4th May 2023
Nomination Forms and accompanying paperwork can be found at https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/local-elections-2023 
The nomination section is available now for anyone standing to access online and download the nomination paper. It is set to be printed double sided. Please print and submit ALL the pages so this includes the pages that may not apply and the legal extracts – this is a legal requirement.
UDC will NOT be posting out any of these. If anyone wishes to collect a nomination paper UDC can make them available on demand at our Reception in Saffron Walden – those collecting papers will still be told to read everything on UDC’s website as all the guidance about the election campaign is on there.

The UDC Electoral Services Manager has issued the following reminders:  
Anyone who wishes to stand MUST complete and submit by hand a nomination paper and subsequently submit an expenses form, regardless whether the parish is contested or not or they incurred any cost or not! 

Key Deadline:  Nomination of candidates time period – this has been confirmed as from 9am Wednesday 22nd March until 4pm on Tuesday 4 April 2023.  This is an absolute deadline and a minute past 4pm is too late and the papers will be rejected.
Appointments do not need to be made. Candidates will be asked to wait as UDC personally carry out an informal check of the paper. The nomination is not validly accepted until UDC issue the Validity Notice that is posted by law to the candidate. 

New Requirement for ALL voters to show suitable photo ID at a polling station before being allowed to vote
Poll cards are changing!
From May 2023, in order to list the suitable form of photo ID acceptable at a polling station, poll cards will be A4 size and delivered in an envelope. 
Acceptable ID will include a passport, driving licence and a national concessionary bus pass. Certain other ID will also be acceptable and will be listed on the back of the card. 
The ID does not have to be valid provided that the photograph is still a suitable likeness. 
If you do not have any of the ID listed, you can apply for a Voter Authority Certificate that will be posted direct to your registered address. Full details of this process will appear on the UDC website in due course.
The poll card will list the electoral areas - ward and parish council, though not all areas will have both elections as many parishes are likely to be uncontested. At the polling station and with postal votes, electors will be presented with one or two ballot papers - different colours.  It will say how many votes you have on each ballot paper.


Written report of the District Councillor, Edward Oliver, 13th March – 
As this will probably be my last report before the Uttlesford District Council (UDC) elections in early May, I thought that it might be time to reflect on the present council's performance. 
In my view there has been a major lack of performance in certain areas, these include-
a) The Local Plan, where £5 million has been spent and nothing published, not even for public consultation and it is likely it will be not be until 2025 for it to be finalized.
b) UDC's projected 2023/24 accounts will only be balanced by a transfer of £2.5 million from reserves. It is expected that a further transfer from reserves of £6 million will need to be made in the following year. The need for transfers from reserves does not indicate a balanced account nor is it sustainable.
c) UDC has borrowed £275 million to invest in properties all over the country, this from a council with a turnover of £20million. UDC only stopped borrowing and buying when told to by the Government due to the financial risk
d)  UDC's annual accounts have not been signed off by the external auditors during the life of this Council. The original reason was the police investigation that was referred to the Crown Prosecution Service.
e) UDC's Planning has now lost the automatic right to determine potential housing developments for over 10 houses. Developers now have the option of going directly to Planning Inspectorate
f) UDC lost the Stansted Airport appeal which cost £3.5 million when the advice from the officers and lawyers was not to proceed
g) UDC is also in special measures because of problems with the maintenance of its social housing

Notes of the verbal report of the ECC Councillor, Ray Gooding, 13th March -
Cllr Gooding apologised for the brevity of his report as he was en route to attend Annual Meeting of the Electorate for two other parishes. He had chased the work to the carriageway of the B1038 and explained that it was a temporary repair that had been carried out on Friday 10th March and a more substantive repair was expected to be carried out in the coming week, weather permitting. The Local Highways Panel (LHP) meeting of 21st March, which should be considering a scheme for Clavering to slow traffic on entering the village, is postponed to April as the terms of reference of the LHPs are being reviewed and it is hoped these will reflect the additional funding of £9mio in the Highway Budget for the next financial year. 

Booking System for Saffron Walden Recycling Centre (Source Love Essex website)
This is carried out on-line at https://www.loveessex.org/news-and-ideas/essex-recycling-centre-booking-system/
There is no charge to book, but you need to make a booking each time you visit. Please remember, recycling centres only accept household waste.
When making the booking, select the recycling centre you wish to visit. Once you have chosen your recycling centre, a calendar will appear displaying the time slots. Fully booked slots will be greyed out, and available slots will be green. You can also view the capacity of each slot in the bottom right-hand corner of the time slot so you can see how busy each slot is. Once your booking is complete you will receive a confirmation email. Please bring the booking confirmation and proof of address. Only residents of the Essex County Council area will be allowed access. 
Please note:
· Booking slots will be made available for up to two weeks in advance.
· Bookings will close one hour in advance.
· To ensure fair usage, we ask residents to try and limit visits to one booking per week. This is a just a guide and the booking system does not restrict multiple bookings.
· Bookings for cars will have a 15 minute timeslot. You can arrive at your designated recycling centre at any point within this timeslot.
· A booking slot does not allow priority access. If you arrive and there is a queue, please do not try and skip the queue as you will be refused access.
· Any residents that park up outside and attempt to walk waste in will be reported and refused entry.
· If you miss your slot, you may need to book another slot to visit on another day.
If you have limited internet or accessibility issues that may restrict you from booking your slot online, there are alternative options to book a slot. In the first instance, could you receive assistance from a friend, family member, colleague, carer or neighbour? Alternatively, you can phone the Essex County Council contact centre on 0345 743 0430 Monday to Friday, 8:30am to 5:00pm who will make the booking on your behalf 
Environment Agency (EA) Flood Wardens:  The Parish Council has verified with its current insurers that any parishioner appointed by the Parish Council to act as a flood warden is covered under the Council’s Insurance Policy if they have undertaken training, fulfil certain criteria and if Parish Council has ensured the wardens are adequately equipped.
Flood Wardens are volunteers and do not receive payment as there is no employment contract between a Flood Warden and the County Council, Local Authorities or the EA.
Flood Warden training is available from the EA, giving support and guidance to Flood Wardens to suggest how they could carry out their duties. 
If you are interested in becoming a Flood Warden in Clavering, please contact clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk with your interest so that the Council can investigate further the provision and delivery of the required training.
 CPC’s December 2022 Meeting document pack, available on-line, gives a more detailed report on Flood Wardens for anyone interested.  

Coronation Weekend: Saturday 6th – 8th May.
The Parish Council was obliged to wait until King Charles determined what celebrations he wanted – and these were announced only on 21st January!
Saturday 6th: The expectation is that all will watch the Coronation Service on the Saturday – at home, in London or wherever!
Sunday 7th: Church Services will be held and then it is The Coronation Big Lunch when everyone is expected to celebrate with street parties or picnics.
In Clavering everyone is encouraged to come together as a community at the Jubilee Field and picnic together– and if it rains this shall take place in the Village Hall.
Come along from 12.30 onwards and bring all that you need including rugs and chairs!!
Unlike the Platinum Jubilee there will not be organised ‘hi-jinks and great revelry’ as King Charles is still in the year mourning period for his mother.
Monday 8th: It has been asked that this day is The Big Help Out. A ‘Coronation Litter Pick’ is being organised in the Village as well as an initiative to clean all the highway and road signs, and the Jubilee Field Committee would welcome help with its annual river clean. 
Come to the Village Hall at 10.30am for an H&S briefing & to collect litter grabbers and bin bags.
If you would like to wash signs, please email clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk so this can be co-ordinated.
On the Sunday it is hoped that there will be an array of small stands in the hall set up by volunteer groups in the Village and possibly those in Saffron Walden who need support.

Coronation Mugs – Mementoes for children resident in Clavering 
of primary school age and below.
As for the Platinum Jubilee, the Clavering Parish Council would like to give over a Coronation Mug to eligible children.
To reserve a mug or mugs, please email clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk  advising your address and the number of children in your household
You will receive an acknowledgement of your email, stating that the information you provide will be retained solely for the purpose of distributing the mugs. It is expected that these will be available for collection at The Coronation Big Lunch on 7th May.

Tea and Chat: 
Thursday 16th March & 13th April  2-4pm  at  Wicken Church Community Centre. 
All welcome to come along and have a cup of tea, slice of cake, and a friendly chat with friends old and new. Contact viv.mclennan@gmail.com for more information

Clavering Cricket Club: Annual Dinner Saturday 25th March 6.30 for 7.30pm Clavering Village Hall. Live Band. For more information & tickets (£44 ph) contact James Carter

Clavering Horticultural Society: ‘Growing and Showing Vegetables’ 
Spring Talk by Robin Carsberg, Qualified Judging Member of the Essex Guild of Judges. 
Thursday 30th March 7.30pm Clavering Christian Centre Tickets £5 incl. refreshments
This talk is not only for those who have already shown vegetables  in local shows, but is especially  for those who have never done so before but may like to enter the Clavering Annual Show this year.  Book your place by contacting Nigel Wood claveringhorticulturalsociety@gmail.com   efore 23rd March

Clavering Players present – Secondary Cause of Death by Peter Gordon
Friday 31st March 7pm,  Saturday 1st April 7pm, and Sunday 2nd April 2.30pm 
Clavering Village Hall. Tickets £10 Concessions £7 available from www.claveringplayers.com

Clavering Landscape History Group: 
Talk on Timber-framed houses including examples from Clavering such as The Bury: Tuesday 4th April: 7.30pm Clavering Christian Centre. Speaker: Anne Padfield. All welcome! 
(Small charge for non- members includes refreshments)
Monday 8th May: The group is looking to possibly a stage a small afternoon exhibition linked to King Edward the Confessor – who is linked to the Miracle of Ring in Clavering and whose sapphire is said to be in the Imperial Crown – with refreshments. Venue and further details to be advised. 

Clavering Easter Arts & Show 2023
Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th   April   10am – 4am   Clavering Village Hall
Original Art – all mediums, prints and pottery for sale plus craft tent with lovely crafters and their produce. All funds raised go to the Village Hall (registered charity)

Clavering Parochial Church - Easter Virtual Balloon Race.
A virtual balloon race works in the same way as a helium balloon race but the balloons fly around their own virtual rather than in the atmosphere, making it much more environmentally friendly.
Each balloon costs £5. 	 1st place will win £100, 2nd place £75 and 3rd place £50 
To find out more and buy your balloon, please go to https://www.balloonrace.com/easter2023  
The race starts on Saturday 8th April at midday – get your balloons ready to fly before then!

Emergency First Aid Training Session Thursday 20th April 7pm Clavering Village Hall
Free training course led by St John Ambulance to include CPR instructions. 
Hosted by Clavering Bowls Club and open to all organisations in Clavering; as only 100 people may attend, please register your interest with Russell Young, 07528 473303 by text or call.

Clavering Bowls Club:  Opening of the Bowling Green - Saturday 22nd April from 2.30pm. For more information contact Margaret Nathan or Lee Woods 

Clavering Friends of St Clare Hospice: Annual Spring Fayre 
Saturday 20th May 11am - 4pm Clavering Village Hall
If you have any items of bric-a-brac, jewellery, toys, paperback books, lines or nearly new clothes you would like to donate, please contact us and we will arrange collection & storage.
Jean : Andrea    Carolyn 
 
Clavering Village Fete needs you! This year our fete takes place on Saturday 17th June and the team are keen to welcome in more supporters of all ages. You can ensure this much-loved village event is a success by helping out on the day as a volunteer. Or help in the run up to the day – we're looking for everything from homemade cakes to raffle prizes. Fresh ideas are always welcome, whether it's a new stall or game or an activity or performance in the Grand Ring (we know Clavering's got talent). Our fete is great fun, and it also raises vital funds to support our village community, so please do get in touch at claveringfete@gmail.com

The Clavering Ball: Raising Funds for the NSPCC and other local causes
Saturday 9th September at the Jubilee Field. Tickets on sale soon £95 ph

!!!! Help Needed !!!!   1st Clavering Cubs and Beavers
We have a number of roles that need filling, both administrative and at meetings. Could you help?
We need regular helpers to be a rota for our weekly meetings on a Tuesday (term time only). 
Please consider putting your skills to use, leaning new ones, and contributing to an amazing life experience for your local community, especially its youth.
Contact matt.elliston@claveringscouts.org.uk

Uttlesford Foodbank – Helping Local People in Need
By kind permission of the owners, the Uttlesford Foodbank collection point is now in Clavering Village Shop. All non-perishable goods are gratefully received, except for infant formula and anything containing alcohol. 						Sue Washington 

Uttlesford Citizens Advice Bureau has dedicated Energy Specialists!  
They can help residents with any of the following: 
* Energy Bills            * Winter benefits       * Cold weather payments     * Fuel debts
* Emergency support      * Warm home discount scheme    * Home improvement grants
* Problems with damp and mould     * Energy efficiency measures    * Oil Clubs       
* Priority services register        * And more!
They can be reached by calling 01799 618858 or emailing warmhomes@uttlesfordca.org.uk You can also make a secure referral through Uttlesford Frontline.

Essex Horse Rider Volunteers Scheme (EHRV) 
Uttlesford is the first district within Essex to trial this scheme, and want to reach as many potential horse riders as possible…
 Over the last few months, the Uttlesford Community Safety Partnership has been working on a new concept. As a result, the EHRV is now ready to launch as a trial initially in Uttlesford, with a view to opening it up further within Essex in Spring 2023. 
The idea is simple; horse riders regularly use bridleways, footpaths and narrow country lanes that are not easily accessible by vehicles. They are in a unique position to spot signs of suspicious activity related to illegal activity such as hare coursing, stolen agricultural vehicles, unlawful metal detecting or theft of lead from protected heritage buildings.
Rural crime affects farms, livestock and wildlife and targets individuals and businesses connected to rural communities. This has significant impact. Horse Rider Volunteers can be the eyes and ears in the rural areas and will be encouraged to report any suspicious activity or behaviour.
Any horse riders in the Uttlesford District who are interested in learning more details are asked to contact  Angi Greneski, Community Safety Officer at Uttlesford District Council on 01799 510555
 or agreneski@uttlesford.gov.uk 

Keep burglars out of your property 
Burglars target windows as they can offer easier access than doors. 
Check how your windows look from the outside, removing potential access points where you can.
Are there walls, bins, ladders or garden furniture that could be used to reach windows on the first floor? 
Is there additional lighting/video door bells/motion sensor alarms that could be added to your current security measures?
We are asking residents to remain vigilant and if you see or hear anything you feel is out of place please contact Essex Police on either 999 if it is happening now or via digital 101 if it has already happened https://www.essex.police.uk/digital101
For more crime prevention advice follow https://www.essex.police.uk/.../leaving-your-home-checklist/
Included at the request of the Uttlesford Police

Environment Agency
Many parishioners in Clavering take advantage of the free government service to sign up to get flood warnings, especially as the monitoring station for this is located near the Bridges.
More information can be found on www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings 
or you may register by calling 0345 988 1188.
Highways Maintenance Problems
 The following website must be used to report highways problems.  In this way an audit trail is started and it is then easier for our local Essex County Councillor, Cllr Gooding, to chase outstanding matters when requested to do so either by parishioners or the parish council.  
 www.essexhighways.org/tell-us
Potholes, broken railings, pavement/kerb/drainage defects, blocked culverts, 
overgrown trees or hedges, blocked/damaged footpaths, and etc.,  may easily reported here

///what3words     
Do you know about this app?
The Emergency Services are asking especially those who live in rural areas to consider downloading this free app.
As the app has given each 3 metre square of the world a unique combination of three words, using this when contacting the emergency services can pinpoint where help is needed and save precious time in finding those in need.
(As a side note, it can even be used to make sure a courier delivers to your doorstep and not your neighbour’s!)


Before a power cut or gas emergency ……….
· Know your free emergency numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency, dial 0800 111999.
· Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a Gas Safe registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
· Register as a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra support by signing up to the Priority Services Register. You can find out more about the Priority Services Register in London, the South and East of England by signing up at www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk.  
Keep your eyes open:  If you have a power cut or a gas emergency, check on your neighbours

================================================================
DEFIBRILLATORS AT THE VILLAGE HALL and VILLAGE SHOP
If you have to make a 999 call, the call handler may decide that the defibrillator is required.
You will be asked if you are able to go to the village hall or the village shop to get the defibrillator,
 but this would usually only happen if someone else is able to stay with the person in need,
as phone contact with the emergency service must be maintained at all times.
The call handler will give you the code to open the yellow metal box beside the hall or shop entrance doors 
The hall’s defibrillator is the small carry case – like a child’s play-doctor kit – that is kept in the metal box. 
Take the ‘Ready Kit’ (black pouch with green cross) and the carry case. 
The shop’s defibrillator is in a shoulder bag with the ‘Ready Kit’ in a small black bag attached to its strap.
ONLY THE SHOP’S DEFIBRILLATOR CAN BE USED WITH PADS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE – THESE MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE CABINET ALSO AND ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  
When you are back with the patient, open the defibrillator: you will then hear an automated voice giving instructions. IF NEEDED, REMOVE THE ADULT PADS AND ATTACH CHILD PADS. 
The call handler will also talk you through all that you must do and when the paramedics arrive they will take over from you.				
REMEMBER
The defibrillator can go to the patient
No special training is required
The Emergency Services will guide you through everything`
================================================================
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