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[bookmark: _Hlk484625455]Minutes of the Meeting of the Full Council held on Monday, 17th April 2023 at 7.30pm in Clavering Village Hall

Present:  Councillors Stephanie Gill (Chairman), Rob Clayton (Vice Chair), Brian Barrow and Ron Couchman 
Minute Clerk:  Mr A P Hogbin
Members of the public present:  4 reducing to 2

1 Chairman’s welcome and introduction of the minutes clerk for this meeting.  The Chair welcomed the Council and public to the final monthly council meeting of the present term and reiterated that the parish council election in Clavering had been uncontested.  A number of long-serving councillors had decided to step down.
The Chair announced names of the Councillors who would take office in May.

The Chair indicated that Mr A Hogbin had decided that, due to time with his existing parish council and qualification commitments, he would not now, with regret, be taking up the post of parish clerk.

2 Apologies for absence.  Received from Cllrs Stanford and Ryan.

3 Declaration of Interests 
Councillor Couchman advised a Non Registerable Interest in Item 7, UTT/23/0202/FUL, but was advised by the Chair this item was for noting only, therefore none relevant.

4 Public Participation Session (15 minutes)

· A parishioner asked about the Village Green Policy and they asked about the significance of the green lines on plans and maps.  The Chair undertook to look at this but indicated that there would always be an explanatory note on maps; the parishioner was reminded that the document clearly stated that that the only accesses shown were those formally recognised by the Land Registry or deeds whilst those claiming prescriptive rights of access were not shown. 
 A long-standing matter was raised regarding a dispute and the Chair indicated that the questions on this this had been dealt with on numerous occasions and the cost of removing the unauthorised walls had been met by the parish council’s insurance company.  Previous solicitor costs had also been addressed fully by the External Auditor previously.

· A resident again raised the matter of a former dispute; this had been discussed thoroughly at 27 March 2023 meeting and they were referred to the minutes of that meeting.  The clerk would respond in due course to the parishioner’s recent letter. In response to a question, the Chair stated that the policies under consideration at the May Meeting were revisions of existing policies.

· A resident thanked the council for their efforts which they said had not always been appreciated in the village over the years.  The Parish Council noted the comments. 

· Cllr Barrow, retiring this year, made a short statement about the good work of the council and was thanked for his service.

5 To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 13th March and the extraordinary meeting held on 27th March 2023
The minutes of both meetings held in March 2023 were approved unanimously.  Pagination needed to be corrected however. 
Proposed:  Cllr Clayton; seconded Cllr Barrow.  All agreed.

6 District and County Councillors’ Reports 
None received.

7 New Planning Applications
For noting only: UTT/23/0202/FUL RECONSULTATION.  White Lodge Stud Butts Green S73A retrospective application for the fitting of side sheeting to covered riding arena, erection of a horse walker and erection of 64 linear metres of lunge fence. 
Comment by 11th April. (Submission of corrected Location Plan) 
UTT/23/0748/HHF:  Olde Barn Clavering Hall Stortford Road Installation of a single VELUX Conservation roof window in the shower room of the annexe building at Olde Barn. 
Comment by 27thApril.  No comment.
UTT/23/0749/LB:  Olde Barn Clavering Hall Stortford Road Installation of a single VELUX Conservation window in the shower room of the annexe building at Olde Barn.
Comment by 27th April No comment
The meeting was advised of an application received post agenda publication: UTT/23/0942/HHF: Skylarks Wicken Road Erection of double garage. Response is by 12th May. 

8 Planning Results
UTT/22/1718/FUL: Land West Of Colehills Close  Full planning application for the erection of 10 no. dwellings, with associated landscaping, access and parking. Refused
UTT/22/2917/OP:  Land West Of Clatterbury Lane Outline planning application with all matters reserved except access for five dwellings with landscaping and associated infrastructure. Approved with conditions 
UTT/23/0124/HHF: Hill Crest Hill Green Construction of two storey rear extension and side porch, replacement of fenestration, removal of existing render, new insulation to external face with new render. Approved with conditions

Advice from UDC Planning & Building Control re. Official Postal Addresses:
Three houses built on the Land West of Larkrise, Wicken Road -
       Dove House, The Brambles, The Acorns.
Five Houses on Land South of the Wicken Road –
The Espoir, The Foi, The Chance, The Amour, The Richesse.
[bookmark: _Hlk515907438]
9 Village Greens/Parish Land/Parish Assets 
Quotations were awaited for work to the Frog’s Pond and the Allotments. 
A resident had informed the Parish Council that they would be connecting to broadband, with work taking place via the track at Hill Green with no digging of the surface of the track.
 
10 Representative Reports
The following reports, previously circulated, were noted.
a) UDC Planning Committee 5 April 2023
b) Allotments. Two existing holders had not paid the annual rent due rent. Cllr Couchman expressed concern over the payment requirement but councillors noted: that rents were due on 1st October 2022 and payment had been requested latest 5th December: outstanding rents had been chased for payment latest 31st March or it would be assumed the plot was relinquished: fees were modest and should be paid when first demanded.
c) EALC 14 and 23 March 2023
d) Essex Passenger Transport Meeting on 27 March 2023
e) UDC Planning Forum on 28 March 2023

11 Risk Assessment Book
Erosion to footpath alongside bank of Stickling Brook between Jubilee Field and Stickling Green Rd had been reported by a parishioner to ECCH and appeared to have been closed by ECCH.  
Defibrillators were “rescue ready” as of 17 April 2023.

12  Environment Agency Flood Warden Training 
No volunteers had come forward, despite advertising.

13 Coronation Weekend  Item 16 Taken here also.
A Big Picnic Lunch would be held on the field on 7th May, 12.30pm or in the Village Hall if raining.  
Bunting would be reused from the Platinum Jubilee.  Monday, 8th May would be the Village Litter Pick, 10.30am commencing from the Village Hall with a H&S briefing.  Events would be advertised this week. Only the Uttlesford Foodbank had responded to the Volunteer Stall request.  
It was agreed that any mugs remaining from the initial distribution would be given to the elderly of the village. Proposed Cllr Gill; seconded Cllr Clayton.   2 in favour 2 Abstentions 
 
14 [bookmark: _Hlk128947357]Code of Conduct Training by Uttlesford District Council
A meeting is being held between representatives of UALC and UDC to discuss the facilitation of this as required under the new Code of Conduct.
Cllr Couchman stated that his one-to-one training received had been excellent.  However, councillors noted that it would not be feasible for UDC to deliver one-to-one training for the incoming new councillors (approx. 480) and that in his case, it had been a requirement following the determination of the UDC Standards Committee after an investigation. It would be taken to the meeting that the Code of Conduct training could be delivered by the Independent Persons on the Standards Committee rather than an outside training body.

15 Financial Matters
1 Payments for approval 	
Clerk’s Expenses account payments for March detailed in 27th March 2023 Minutes 
	Credit Received 
	a/c 16513215 Business Reserve
0.10 interest
a/c 67217796 Business Current
Allotment Rents (total): £150.00
Allotment tap deposits: £10.00
Langley PC 2022 Green Waste Contribution: £159.86

	Wages s/o
	None

	Balance at NatWest Bank current account 31st March 2023
	£15,042.32

	Balance of Clerk’s Expenses Account 31st March 2023
	£103.22



1. Cheques to approve: 
	Cheque
	Detail
	Amount
	Total
	VAT

	2013
	Trf to Clerk’s Account 
March Invoices
	
	£134.98
	

	2014
	Central Design Ceramics - Mugs 
108 mugs @ £4.95
plus carriage £24.00
	£558.60
	£670.32
	£111.72

	 2015
	Stephanie M Gill  Expenses  
Online payment to RBL for Coronation Post Signs incl shipping £51.59
Land Registry Search £6.00
 Phone Top up £20.00
	 
	£77.59
	 

	2016
	Essex Association of Local Councils Affiliation fees 2023/24
EALC: £325.79
NALC: £83.42
	 
	£409.21
	 

	2017
	Payment to Minutes Clerk for 27th March Extraordinary Meeting
	 
	TBC
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total of cheques to be paid
	
	
	 
	

	Total of cheques
outstanding
	2063 Newport Scouts         £50.00
2075 Mrs Ashbridge          £6.30
2089 UCAB                        £150.00
2102 Croak Trees             £1,300.00

	  
	£1,506.30
	

	Balance after cheques
	
	
	 
	



Cheque no. 2017 was not authorised as Payroll had not sent over the required payslip.
Proposed Cllr Clayton; seconded Cllr Barrow.  3 in favour.  1 abstention from Cllr Gill (payee cheque no. 2015).
2 Bank reconciliation statement – report had been previously circulated which was noted.
It was noted that a meeting with the Internal Auditor had been arranged for 2 May.  
3 There was now no requirement to open a Post Office Box  for the Clerk
4 There was nil payment due to HMRC for April 2023 (End of Tax year)

16 Litter Pick  : Taken with Item 13

17 April Newsletter
As the election had been uncontested, it was agreed that an April Newsletter could be published

18 Quotations for oak tree work
It was agreed that this matter should deferred until September as Winter was the correct time of year for this work and confirmation of the type of oak was still awaited.

19 Land by the Cricketers Public House being eroded by parking
It appeared that the parking had ceased in recent weeks, but it was agreed that a discrete word with the management was the most appropriate course of action.
Proposed Cllr Clayton; seconded Cllr Barrow.  3 In favour  1 Abstention

20 Pelham Structures tendering for a new electricity supply
 It was noted that the transformer appeared not to be on parish land.  
The supply to connect the 31 houses behind the school would be laid via the access track to the allotments.
An Easement would be required for UK Power Networks. All legal costs and any other costs in respect of this incurred by the Parish Council are to be directly for the account of Pelham Structures.  
An important issue was raised about making good after any work had been completed as there are vehicular easements over this access  and a letter would be written to Pelham Structures indicating that it was essential to make good to the Parish Council’s satisfaction and all costs in regard of this work were for their account. 
There was surprise expressed that this connection had apparently never been referred to in the Public Consultation.  
Proposed Cllr Clayton; seconded Cllr Barrow.  All agreed

21 Risk Management Policy and Risk Register
These were reviewed and approved.  Some Covid policies had been left in place.
Proposed Cllr Barrow; seconded Cllr Clayton.  All agreed.

22 [bookmark: _Hlk123675859]   Matters to be raised for the next agenda 
a) Policies and Procedures:  anti-bullying and harassment, disciplinary and dignity at work
EALC had agreed that the policies did not appear to make sense applying a definition only to persons with ‘protected characteristics’.  NALC was still considering a response.
b) Recruitment of a new parish clerk.

23   Date of the next meeting:  Monday, 15th May 2023.   Monday, 22nd May 2023 for the AGM.

24    Planning Enforcement Update 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Orders 11 & 20, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns confidential information.  
Proposed Cllr Gill; seconded Cllr Barrow.  3 in favour.  1 abstention.

The 2 remaining members of the public withdrew and were thanked for attending.

The Parish Council had referred enforcement of certain planning conditions to Uttlesford District Council and this matter had been acknowledged by UDC and was ongoing.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm, thanking Councillors for attending. 
The Chairman also thanked Cllrs Barrow and Clayton plus the absent Cllr Stanford, who were retiring in May, for their unstinting work and sound contributions to discussions over the previous 28, 10 and 20 years respectively.  



Signed:


	………………………………………………………………………..			…………………………………………
						Chairman						Date
