Representative Reports to Clavering Parish Council for Full Council Meeting   
									10th July 2023
Parish Owned Land - Management
Lower Hill Green: 
The orchids have been staked out for this year to enable the contactor to mow around them. Though the Bee Orchids were not as numerous as a few years ago, a total of three orchid species were found, with the Common Spotted Orchid being in greater number than previously.
 ‘Orchid Island’ cutting – see below.
Dick Ball Meadow:
The Chairman was contacted by Mr Rowley who has previously acted as a ‘guardian’ of this alongside the Clavering Countryside Group.
Mr Rowley will be unable to do any work in the Meadow after his accident earlier this year.
As background, the entrance and an internal path only is cut by the CPC’s grass cutting contractors.
Mr Rowley then cuts the area once all the wildflowers had seeded. This was then raked off by the Countryside Group Members and burnt.
Currently, the cuttings from last year need to be burnt or carted away (it has been too dry to burn). 
They cannot be left as the wildflowers need a ‘poor soil’. Mr Rowley also supervised the fruiting trees there.
Mr Rowley also cut the ‘Orchid Islands’ at Lower Hill Green.
The Chairman has approached one parishioner on taking over the cutting of the Dick Ball Meadow on a voluntary basis but has yet to receive a response.
Another parishioner has indicated they would be able to facilitate the Orchid  Island cutting, but not this year. 
As reported to CPC previously, the contractors advised they were unable to cut the Dick Ball Meadow hedge earlier this year as due to the road problems bedside it. The road was then mended in the period when a hand search for nesting birds must be carried out (1st March to 31st August), and so this work has been postponed until the autumn  

UDC Code of Conduct Training – 16th June 2023 (Train the Trainer)
This was attended by Cllr Gill, with a request from UDC Democratic Services to give feedback on the course. The course was well presented, thorough, and the facilitator answered the questions asked of those in attendance.
The slides have been circulated to all councillors but it is recommended that councillors who have not already done so do attend the final session scheduled for 24th July, as this is free training and fulfils the councillor’s obligations under the Code of Conduct. 
 
HR Training , given by HRWorknest and  EALC - 21st June 2023 via Zoom
 Christian Vincent, HRWorknest The training dealt with
· Legal Framework
· Contracts of Employment
· Employee and Employer duties
· Role of the clerk and Councillors
A full report of the notes taken by Cllr Gill during the presentation has been added to the CPC Employment File. 
Of immediate note – the NALC Model Contract dates from 2014 and has not been undated to take into account recent regulations of 2020 regarding hours and days worked as stated on a contract.  Accordingly the Chairman is speaking  to the new Clerk on this matter.

UDC, LGA Planning Peer Review 21st June 2023 
Cllr Gill attended this at the request of UDC to give over a Parish Council perspective on the Planning Department at UDC and handling of planning applications etc, and the understanding of the status of the UDC Local Plan. Matters discussed remain confidential. A report will be prepared by those carrying out the peer review and passed to UDC; it will be this document that will be made available in the public domain. 
  
Planning Application :UTT/21/1998/FUL  before the UDC Planning Committee 5th July 2023
Although CPC are neutral on this application, Cllr Gill will attend to confirm the neutral stance, but also to make the Planning Committee aware of grave errors in the report submitted to them by the Planning Officer concerning regular bus services in Clavering and also the location of the nearest Primary School. 
Essex Association of Local Councils (EALC): 
Next EALC Finance Meeting - 6th July 2023
Next EALC Executive Committee Meeting -13th July 2023
EALC AGM - Thursday 21st September Colchester Stadium 

Uttlesford Association of Local Council (UALC) AGM – 28th June Clavering Village Hall
Unfortunately the meeting was not quorate to be an AGM (one person short) so it was agreed to continue as an open meeting.
Daniel Burford, Community Engagement Manager - Stansted Airport Ltd, gave an illuminating talk on all the projects that Stansted Airport carry out in the community and spoke on the grants available to the local community. He also answered many questions posed by attendees. 
Essex County Cllr Ray Gooding spoke to the meeting on the changes to the Essex Local Highways Panels membership, the overarching ‘Panel’ of the 12 LHP Chairmen and Cabinet Member Cllr Lee; he explained how he envisaged working in conjunction with Parish/Town Councils re Uttlesford’s LHP, and responded to questions.
A financial report of the UALC was given over, UALC representative reports were given by those on STAAC and EALC.  These will be reported fully in the newsletter. 
No consensus was reached for an AGM date in July; it is expected that this will now be in early September, via Zoom, in order to address the elections of the Executive Committee before the EALC AGM and also possible changes to the quorum required under the Constitution. 

Cllr Stephanie M. Gill 2nd July 2023
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