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	CLAVERING NEWSLETTER
CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL
   Issue 197              14th September 2023
Email address:       clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Editor: Stephanie Gill
    


Parish Council Meeting 11th September 2023
Two parishioners and the District Councillor were present in part. Cllr Ryan was absent and her apologies were accepted.
The Chairman welcomed all present, apologising that the microphone appeared not to be working, so all were asked to speak clearly. The Chairman advised that she had attended the ‘Tea and  Chat’ on 17th August to advise attendees that a Walk and Talk visit had been scheduled in Clavering by the Police for the following day, and she had been in attendance at the Church Heritage Day at Clavering Parish Church on 9th September. 
A parishioner asked questions on the writing of the minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting and received reply from the Clerk and Chairman. The parishioner made comment on an exercise they were personally undertaking ref Parish Council procedural matters.
An applicant of a planning application considered previously gave over their opinion of the comments made by the Parish Council to UDC and, inter alia, their understanding of a parish consultation and received responses from the Chairman where appropriate. The Chairman thanked the speakers.
The minutes of the Meeting 14th August were taken to the next meeting for approval as there were queries raised.
District Councillor Report - See below
Clerk’s Report – Written report noted and questions raised were answered.
Human Resources Employment Policies – Three policies, Disciplinary, Grievance, Anti-Bullying and Harassment/Dignity at Work were approved (Updates of existing policies)
UDC Draft Local Design Policy – Council determined not to respond
Allotments – Clerk instructed to proceed with sign order for the gate.
Village Green, Parish Land and Parish Assets – Instructions have been given to a tree surgeon to cut down the dead Willow at Mill End Pond. After inspection by two councillors it was advised that Footpath 16 required clearing by the Parish Council across its length as it crossed Stickling Green; the Clerk was instructed to seek quotes. Two councillors inspected the Village Green at Butts Green to photograph the track access across it. The Clerk was instructed to report to UK Power Networks the tree growth in relation to wires from their post at Upper Hill Green. The Clerk was instructed to contact UDC concerning the oak sapling they provided a few years ago which has failed.
Representative Reports- Cllr Gill provided a written report on the UDC Planning Committee 30th August. She gave a verbal report of the Uttlesford Association AGM attended by herself and Cllr Bullen; she reminded Councillors they were able to book tickets for the Essex Association AGM at Colchester, which she and the Clerk were already scheduled to attend. 
Council’s Requirement to conserve and enhance Biodiversity – Resolved to set up a Working Party to bring matters to Full Council for consideration before 1st January 2024 as is required – see article below.
Risk Assessment Book – Advice had been received that the defibrillator at the shop had been accessed, status checked after access & made ‘rescue ready’ 10th September.  Village Hall defib ‘rescue ready’ 11th September
Finance – Full account analyses, budget, bank reconciliations and reserves for quarter ended 30th June received. Cheques agreed.
External Audit – The Clerk advised they had responded to various queries raised by PKF Littlejohn. A letter had been received via email that morning advising of the Auditors final findings, & etc., which would be advised via the PC Website and PC Notice board per prescribed practices and brought to the next meeting for Council consideration. 
Dick Ball Meadow Working Party –  Two more volunteers came forward and thanks were extended to all.  The grass through the centre was cut and later cleared by one volunteer. Strimming and raking of other areas to take place. 
Training – Agreed that Cllr Bullen would attend New Councillor training at EALC.  

Planning for PC Comment:
UTT/23/1752/FUL: Casa Mia Stortford Road  Proposed redevelopment of first floor roof including raising roof, re-positioning roof lights and installation of solar panels. building and related land to a single dwelling. No comments
 UTT/23/2149/LB: Wakefares Hill Green  Proposed removal of part of a section of a 20th century softwood timber partition wall dividing the end room and middle room. No comments

Planning Determined by UDC:
UTT/23/0202/FUL White Lodge Stud Butts Green Valance Road S73A retrospective application for the fitting of side sheeting to covered riding arena, erection of a horse walker and erection of 64 linear metres of lunge fence Refused
UTT/23/1224/HHF & UTT/23/1225/LB Ruttels Valance Road Demolition of 20th Century additions and garages. Construction of a 1.5 storey side extension and detached garage Conservation and internal and external alterations to the historic range Approved
UTT/23/1375/HHF: 2 High Street Two storey front extension. Dormer window in front roof slope. Approved
UTT/23/1432/FUL: Land to the West of Stortford  S73 application to vary condition 1 (approved plans) of UTT/22/1103/DFO (Details following outline application UTT/20/2639/OP for the erection of 31 no. dwellings and 38 no. parking spaces) Approved
UTT/22/1578/OP. Land To The North Of Eldridge Close Outline planning application with all matters reserved except access for up to 32 dwellings including public open space, sustainable drainable systems, landscaping and associated infrastructure and associated development. Refused

Planning at Inspectorate Appeal:
APP/C1570/W/23/3322904: Land West of Coleshill Close Middle Street. Full Application for the erection of 10no. dwellings with associated landscaping, access and parking 
(Previously UTT/22/1718/FUL) 
Appeal to be determined on written representations. Further comments or modification of previous comments must be made online at https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk  by 18th October 2023


Next Parish Council Meeting – Monday 9th October at 7.30pm 
in the Clavering Village Hall
Approved Council Minutes and Financial Statements will be found 
on the Parish Council website:  https://www.claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk/   

Pease note the November meeting will take place on Monday 6th November. 

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Stephanie Gill  - 01799 550212             Vice Chairman: Martina Ryan
                                   Fabian Bullen      Ron Couchman      Kym Elliston              
Parish Clerk/RFO: Mr. Robert Silver
 email: Telephone:  07340 505410   
 
Parish Council Address:  c/o The Bower House High Street Clavering CB11 4QR 

Clerk availability to parishioners: during their working hours of Tuesday and Wednesday
If you are telephoning the Council please leave a message if your call is not picked up immediately. Emails will be responded to in accordance with the receipt acknowledgement.
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Why Be A Parish Councillor?
Everyone will have their own reasons……………..…usually to
Help shape the Local Environment          
Campaign against or for a change 
Support the Local Community
Represent people’s views          
Raise concerns about a particular issue 
Clavering Parish Council may co-opt 4 Parish Councillors. 
Could you be the one to help Clavering Parish Council achieve its aims?
Do you feel that you can serve your local community in this respect?
Please contact the Parish Clerk - clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk- with your expression of interest.
Do contact the Clerk or the Council Chairman if you would like to discuss the role.

‘Biodiversity Requirement’ Working Party – Volunteers wanted!!
Have you an interest in Biodiversity in Clavering?
Clavering Parish Council and other English public authorities must consider what they can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity in England. 
This is the strengthened ‘biodiversity duty’ that the Environment Act 2021 introduced.
This means that Clavering PC must:
1. Consider what it can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity.
2. Agree policies and specific objectives based on its consideration.
3. Act to deliver its policies and achieve its objectives.
It also must complete its first consideration of what action to take for biodiversity by 1 January 2024

It is really fortunate that the Council’s Village Green & Parish Land Policy identifies how certain areas are maintained with this biodiversity duty in mind. A parishioner has already recorded the flora and fauna existing on some of the village greens. All that needs to be done now is for the topic to be looked at a little more closely to see what else the Parish Council can achieve on land for which it is responsible.
Cllrs Elliston and Gill have volunteered to be on this working party and it would be great to have parishioners with an interest in biodiversity contributing their thoughts.
The initial meeting is expected to be in October, with a follow-up one in November for presentation of the required ‘first consideration’ to the Parish Council in December (in time for their deadline). 
It is not expected that this will be an onerous task, as some parish councils have already carried out similar work that can be referenced. The Working Party just needs some parishioner input!!
If you are able to help out please email the Clerk on clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
or Cllr Gill on cllr.smgill@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk                   Thank you

Village Green Waste Service at Clavering Place Farm, Stickling Green
This service is available for Clavering and Langley residents only:  it is paid for via their parish precepts
10.30am - 11.30am 
16th September ~ 14th October ~ 11th November ~ 9th December
The Parish Councils thank the Balaam Family for facilitating this service at their premises.

Essex Mobile Library        Clavering Christian Centre   10.30 – 11am
      *   23rd September * 14th October *  4th November *  25th November*
Report of Uttlesford District Councillor, Edward Oliver, 8th September 2023 
As reported earlier, the publication of the new Uttlesford Local Plan is getting closer. 
The plan will run until 2041. 
The numbers would appear to be 14,000 new houses in all, of which 1,000 have already been completed, 6,500 have planning permission and there is a windfall allowance of 80 per year. That leaves an additional allocation of some 5,500 over the period. 
It should also be noted that there is an outstanding appeal in respect of a development of 1,200 in Little Easton, the result of which is expected later this month and the allocation of which is not included in the earlier figures
The draft new plan will go through various stages until it reaches Full Council in October and then it should be available for residents to comment thereon. So it, the plan, still has a long way to go. 

Polite reminder: Per advice received, the Parish Council Allotments are not considered to be an Open Space for village recreation, even though they are owned by the Parish Council. Only those who rent a plot, or their agents, are able to access the space.
The Parish Council’s Allotment Gardens site does not have a public or permissive footpath through it, nor does it adjoin any public or permissive footpath.
Further, dogs should not be walked nor exercised in the area.         Thank you. 

It’s that time of the year again…. when brambles and other overgrowth sneak out to attack unsuspecting passers-by using the village pavements, or hedges decide to enlarge themselves causing people to walk in the road, so grateful thanks are given to villagers who try to keep these unruly elements of nature under control.

Please remember that cars parked on the narrow pavements in our village can unfortunately force children, parents with pushchairs, and the elderly to walk in the road if there is no room to pass. 
Please do park courteously on the road so as not to obstruct the pavement and inconvenience pedestrians, particularly those as detailed in the Highway Code (Section 244).

Village Harvest Festival Service – Sunday 17th September 11am Clavering Parish Church. Food donations received will go to the Food Bank at Saffron Walden.
 
Royal British Legion 73rd Annual Dinner Saturday 23rd September 
Guest Speaker: Susan Erb ‘The Kindness of strangers: Two decades as a Humanitarian Aid 
Worker.’  7 for 7.30pm at Clavering Village Hall  
Tickets: £25 per head available from Paddy Cable 01799 550466, Clavering Post Office, The Bull PH Langley Lower Green
 Legion Meetings –Every Second Tuesday of the month at 8pm in The Bull PH Langley Lower Green. Do come and join in an enjoyable evening – previous military service is not a requirement as the Legion is open to all who support its work. Contact the Branch Secretary for more information 01799 550466

Clavering Bowls Club 
The Bowling Green was ‘put to bed’ on 10th September, but activities are planned for the closed season.
Jumble Sale: Saturday 7th October 2pm Clavering Village Hall –
Pre-loved clothing and shoes, Children’s Toys, Collectables, Jigsaws, Kitchen & Garden Items, Bric-a-Brac PLUS a Super Raffle, Refreshments and Homemade cakes   
Quiz Evening: Friday 3rd November - more details next month

Tea and Chat: 
Thursday 12th October 2-4pm at Wicken Church Community Centre. All welcome to come along and have a cup of tea, slice of cake, and a friendly chat with friends old and new. 
No charge but donations are welcomed. Contact viv.mclennan@gmail.com for more information
 
Clavering Landscape History Group - The Ludgate Lecture – Mediaeval Church Porches: Tuesday 17th October. 7.30pm Clavering Christian Centre  All welcome

Friends of Clavering Church – Cheese Tasting Evening with wine: Saturday 21st October 7.30pm Clavering Christian Centre. Tickets £12.50ph (includes 1st glass of wine) available from Janet Hosford 01799 550515. 

Cost of Living Support
Uttlesford District Council, for this current financial year only, has a Cost of Living Support Fund for which any council taxpayer can apply. Further details are available at:
www.uttlesford.gov.uk/cost-of-living-support-fund.
	For quick, easy access to information on 200 health and wellbeing services across the district, go to Uttlesford Frontline or download the free app 'Frontline Referrals'.


Have your say on Uttlesford Design Code
The Uttlesford Design Code is a set of guides that will shape how future development should be designed locally.
You can have your say on the design of new homes, shops, workplaces, amenities and public spaces to conserve and enhance the unique character of the district.
The consultation closes 22 September.
https://uttlesforddesigncode.co.uk/

Bus Network Consultation 2023
Essex County Council is reviewing its support of a total of 162 local bus services. It wishes to ensure that the existing services will meet new levels of demand and are value for money.
The consultation is open from 14th July to 5th October. People are encouraged to complete the survey online by visiting the web site https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/iptu/2023. A hard copy of the consultation is available on request via passenger.transport@essex.gov.uk or by telephoning 0345 743 0430 or 0345 603 7631.
On viewing the consultation, it appears that DaRT 299 and the 306 school service are not currently being considered for change, even though they have low usage, but this position may be altered.

Stansted Airport Noise Action Plan – Draft. 
This public consultation has been reopened and now closes on 5th November.
The Draft Noise Action Plan, along with an informational video and further information can be found on at 
 https://www.stanstedairport.com/community/noise/noise-action-plan/

Environment Agency
Many parishioners in Clavering take advantage of the free government service to sign up to get flood warnings, especially as the monitoring station for this is located near the Bridges.
More information can be found on www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings 
or you may register by calling 0345 988 1188.

Before a power cut or gas emergency ……….
· Know your free emergency numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency, dial 0800 111999.
· Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a Gas Safe registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
· Register as a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra support by signing up to the Priority Services Register. You can find out more about the Priority Services Register in London, the South and East of England by signing up at www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk.  
Keep your eyes open:  If you have a power cut or a gas emergency, check on your neighbours 

Highways Maintenance Problems – Villagers are reminded that it is always quicker to activate an investigation if you report these online, as precious time could be lost if you contact the Parish Council. 
Using this website www.essexhighways.org/tell-us an audit trail is started as you will be given a reference number. It is then easier for our local Essex County Councillor, Cllr Gooding, to chase outstanding matters when requested to do so either by parishioners or the parish council. Also the website advises a phone number to call if the problem is severe and considered extremely dangerous to road users or pedestrians. 
You can report potholes, broken railings, pavement/kerb/drainage defects, blocked culverts, 
overgrown trees or hedges, blocked/damaged footpaths, and etc.

///what3words     
Do you know about this app?
The Emergency Services are asking especially those who live in rural areas to consider downloading this free app.
As the app has given each 3 metre square of the world a unique combination of three words, using this when contacting the emergency services can pinpoint where help is needed and save precious time in finding those in need.
(As a side note, it can even be used to make sure a courier delivers to your doorstep and not your neighbour’s!)

================================================================
DEFIBRILLATORS AT THE VILLAGE HALL and VILLAGE SHOP
If you have to make a 999 call, the call handler may decide that the defibrillator is required.
You will be asked if you are able to go to the village hall or the village shop to get the defibrillator,
 but this would usually only happen if someone else is able to stay with the person in need,
as phone contact with the emergency service must be maintained at all times.
The call handler will give you the code to open the yellow metal box beside the hall or shop entrance doors 
The hall’s defibrillator is the small carry case – like a child’s play-doctor kit – that is kept in the metal box. 
Take the ‘Ready Kit’ (black pouch with green cross) and the carry case. 
The shop’s defibrillator is in a shoulder bag with the ‘Ready Kit’ in a small black bag attached to its strap.
ONLY THE SHOP’S DEFIBRILLATOR CAN BE USED WITH PADS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE – THESE MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE CABINET ALSO AND ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  
When you are back with the patient, open the defibrillator: you will then hear an automated voice giving instructions. IF NEEDED, REMOVE THE ADULT PADS AND ATTACH CHILD PADS. 
The call handler will also talk you through all that you must do and when the paramedics arrive they will take over from you.				
REMEMBER
The defibrillator can go to the patient
No special training is required
The Emergency Services will guide you through everything`
================================================================
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