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Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held in the Clavering Christian Centre on Monday 4th December 2023 at 7:30pm 

Present: Cllr F Bullen, Cllr R Couchman, Cllr S Gill, Cllr M Ryan & Cllr F Smither
Public: 17 parishioners and District Councillor E. Oliver

The Meeting opened at 7.33pm 


1 Chairman’s Welcome
The Chairman welcomed all attending the meeting, especially given the inclement weather.  

2 Apologies for absence
Apologies were given by Cllr Elliston (Village Panto) and accepted. P: Cllr Smither S: Cllr Bullen In Fav: Unanimous

The Chairman asked if, in the absence of an appointed Clerk, any Councillor wished to take the minutes, reminding the meeting that the minutes were recorded to facilitate the minute writing. Cllr Bullen requested that they were written up from the recording; Cllr Couchman volunteered and this was agreed by councillors. 

3 Declaration of Interest 
Cllr Bullen declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest Item 6 Planning, S62A/2023/0025, Land North of Eldridge Close as resident of Eldridge Close.

4 Public Participation Session
The Chair announced that given the number in attendance she would make a determination during the session whether to extend the public participation session under standing orders.
Representation from the public in attendance was received. 
Parishioner 1 thanked the Council for considering the opportunity to prepare a Neighbourhood plan, stating that the community has a better idea of where may be suitable especially in relation to flooding, linear development, preserving the village’s heritage areas.
Parishioner 2 supported Parishioner 1’s statement.
Cllr Couchman then determined not to continue with taking the minutes, so it was agreed that Cllr Gill would continue with the minute taking.
Parishioner 3 reiterated their understanding of the consensus at the Public Meeting, 28th November, which was to proceed with work on a Neighbourhood Plan.
Parishioner 4 supported the production of a Neighbourhood Plan and suggested it was prepared by an independent expert then approved by the Parish Council and the parish.
Cllr Bullen asked for confirmation of the term ‘independent’; the Chair explained that documents prepared by a professional independent person can help a plan move forward at a faster rate, though there is an obvious cost.
Parishioner 5 asked if there were an indication of the time line for the Neighbourhood Plan process preparation. 
The Chair indicated this would come forward in discussion later.
Parishioner 6 stated they agreed to the process of a Neighbourhood Plan which should start as soon as possible after required guidance especially regarding time lines.
Parishioner 7 made a statement on behalf of Keep Clavering Rural (KCR). In response to a recent new housing survey they had issued 91 response had been received, of which 28 were from people outside their membership. 97% supported a Neighbourhood Plan. Other information gathered was also advised, including that 15 people had expressed a willingness to help with the Plan production.
KCR felt that a single policy Neighbourhood Plan was the best initial option, and the organisation was willing to contribute towards a Working Party/Steering Group.
Parishioner 8 stated that Neighbourhood Plans cover a wide range of matters; limited resources available would indicates the sense of exploring a single policy plan. A ‘fuller version’ could come about later.  Liaison with UDC on the allocation/placement of housing may mean that speculative development could be reduced.  

   
5 UDC Draft Local Plan 2021-2041 (Reg 18) Consultation Document
Noted that Clavering Parish Council hosted a Public Meeting on 28th November to allow parishioners to discuss the consultation document and express their opinions. 42 parishioners were in attendance with 3 parish councillors present, who had noted the comments made at the meeting.
Cllr Gill took councillors through a report on fact-finding via the Draft Local Plan Exhibitions and UDC Planning Officers. (See meeting document pack in public domain) Some matters detailed had arisen after the Public Meeting.
After lengthy discussion by councillors, during which the Chairman, with the permission of the council, allowed two parishioners to speak in order to clarify to a councillor the views and statements and the understanding in the public participation and at the Public Meeting, it was determined to respond to the Consultation Question of Chapter 8 and to confirm the Intention of Clavering Parish Council regarding a Formal Commitment to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan. 
P: Cllr Bullen S: Cllr Ryan In Fav: Unanimous  
The Chair, with the permission of the council allowed a parishioner to advise known costs of online -surveys. 
It was determined to approve related costs for up to £1,000 for initial any investigation regarding support for the preparation of a Clavering Neighbourhood Plan. P: Cllr Couchman  S: Cllr Smither. In Fav: Unanimous

It was determined to make responses to the Reg 18 Consultation Document on the following:
Core Policy 3 Settlement Hierachy - which identified Clavering as a larger village, despite there being no transport, referencing Section 4.24 and 4.26.
Chapter 8 Rural Area Strategy - 8.2refer to Section 8.2 and statement of limited by the loss of ‘some’ bus services, and that Clavering has lost all.
Core Policy 26 – no connectivity in Clavering. Poor roads for cycling and walking to connect with the station. 
Core Policy 28 – not applicable in Clavering B1038 as both dangerous; quote Planning Appeal that stated this; reference fatal cycle accident. 
Core Policy 35 –positively endorse given the chalk streams of Stickling Green Brook and the River Stort 
Core Policy 36 – support policy that housing should not be built on areas known to flood.
Core Policy 41 – express positivity for Clavering especially mentioning Langley Chalk Uplands Landscape Character Assessment 
Core Policy 62 The Historic Environment – bring to their attention Protected Lanes have been omitted.
Core policy 65 – express positive reinforcement as Clavering has many of these which 
P: Cllr Smither S: Cllr Ryan In Fav: Unanimous
In response to a councillor’s question as to whether councillors would be able to have a copy of statement made in response, Cllr Gill, who is carrying out the clerical work for business continuity in the absence of a clerk, explained the nature of the online consultation and that she would attempt to provide Cllr Couchman with copies of the comments made online. She reminded councillors the response had a deadline and that there was other clerical work to be carried out for the council. 
 
It was noted that the consultation period will now end at 5pm on Monday 18th December, and that parishioners will be reminded via the PC Facebook, PC website and PC Newsletter (scheduled to be sent out 13th December) to submit their own comments.
At the request of Cllr Smither, the meeting attendees were reminded to make their own comments online to the consultation.

6 Planning
To be commented on
	Planning Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Comments

	S62A/2023/0025
Comment latest 15th December
(UTT/23/2616/PINS
UDC Planning Committee meet on to determine their statutory comments 13th December)
	  Land To The North Of Eldridge Close Clavering Essex
	Outline planning application with all matters reserved except access for up to 28 dwellings (class C3) including public open space, sustainable drainage systems, landscaping and associated infrastructure and development
	See below

	UTT/23/2772/FUL
Comment by 4th December (extended for PC)
	Ashcroft Wicken Road Wicken Bonhunt
	Erection of 1 no. dwelling.
	No comments

	UTT/23/2801/FUL
Comment by 8th December
	 Casa Mia Stortford Road 
	Raising of roof at rear to create a first floor. Rear extension including raised pitched roof, side dormers, rooflights, solar panels and rear and side fenestration. Demolition of existing rear chimney
	No Comments



 Cllr Bullen left the meeting for the discussion and vote for S62A/2023/0025 Land North of Eldridge Close
The reasons for the objection to the previously similar build for 32 houses were discussed (UTT/22/1578/OP).  It was considered that many objections stated were still valid. Determined to send in comments of objection to the Planning Inspectorate, letter to be based on the objection letter of UTT/22/1578/OP, but excluding the comments re. the Section 106 agreements which had been addressed in the 28 house application. P: Cllr Ryan S: Cllr Smither In Fav: 4
Cllr Bullen returned to the meeting 

The Chairman thanked the public for attending the meeting, advising that motion which was to be put forward closes the meeting to the public as the item was considered confidential.

Cllr Bullen asked for a confirmation concerning the distribution of the survey, expected to be issued in January, regarding the Neighbourhood Plan. The chair stated that the RCCE Affordable Housing Need would be distributed by hand to all households by volunteers and that a Neighbourhood Plan Survey would distributed at the same time.

7   Employment: 
Cllr Couchman asked if individuals would be mentioned during discussion; this was confirmed. 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with in accordance with Standing Order 19(a) and 16 pursuant to 3(d), it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns employment.   P: Cllr Gill S: Cllr Ryan In Fav: 4 Abst:1
The members of the public left the meeting.
Cllrs Ryan and Gill informed the Council of the expressions of interest shown, number of applications to date, and interviews offered. One offered interview was yet to take place.
The communications officer at EALC has also posted the advert on a local jobs website.
In response to a question asked, councillors were reminded that the position is advertised on the EALC job vacancy on the parish notice board and in the parish council newsletter, which is online, so parishioners may avail themselves of information as to it status.


8 [bookmark: _Hlk123675859]Close of Meeting and announcement of Next Meeting
The next monthly meeting of the Full Council will be held at the Clavering Christian Centre on Monday 11th December at 19:30. 
January Full Council meeting:  Monday 8th January at Clavering Christian Centre
The meeting was closed at 9.12pm.  
