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                                                                           Editor: Stephanie Gill



Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting 8th January 2024
Miss Louisa Kwame was appointed as the Clavering Clerk (Proper Officer) and Responsible Financial Office; her contract was signed. Training courses also agreed.
 Parish Council Meeting 8th January 2024
Three members of the public and the District Councillor were in attendance. 
The Chairman welcomed all present, advising that she had attended the ‘Tea and Chat’ at Wicken on 14th December 
The minutes of the11th December Council Meeting were approved. 
The Chair introduced the new Clerk. Representatives of Keep Clavering Rural (KCR) reminded the Council there is a list of community volunteers willing to help on the Neighbourhood Plan and they would be speaking at the Planning Appeal Hearing in January and had new information on flooding. The group has submitted an objection letter regarding Clatterbury Lane East. 
A representative from the cricket club spoke on a requested grant for the mowing of the cricket pitch at Upper Hill Green and detailed some information about relating costs of the club’s upcoming refurbishment and machinery replacement.
Clerk’s Report – A written report of the actions undertaken by the Chairman for the purposes of business continuity in the absence of an appointed Clerk was received.
Allotments – Quotes still being sought re. turning area scrub. There are two potential new holders. Six holders still to pay Allotment rent due in December.
Village Green, Parish Land and Parish Assets – Cars parked at Upper Hill Green have been removed and an undertaking to repair track/grass received. Contractor quotes now to be sought to clear Footpath 16 as Cllr Ryan unable to carry out cutting back due to personal commitments. 
Representative Reports- 
Footpaths: One fallen tree removed from Elmstreet Lane, but another has since fallen
Risk Assessment Book –Both defibs rescue ready 23rd December (& 14th January 2024)
Planning – Cllrs Gill and Smither to attend the Planning Appeal Hearing re Land West of Colehills Close, Middle St. on 30th January 2024
Neighbourhood Plan – Following the response to UDC Draft Local Plan Reg. 18 Consultation whereby Clavering PC declared its intention to write a Neighbourhood Plan, it was determined to set up a Working Party to move matters forward. Pease see article below.
Motion relating to setting funds aside for a grant to Parochial Church for grasscutting- determined that this would not form part of the CPC agreed budget for 2024-25.
Request from the Cricket Club for a contribution towards grass cutting costs of Upper Hill Green - determined that this would not form part of the CPC agreed budget for 2024-25
Finance –Amended Draft Budget received which was further amended in the meeting for agreement and the precept agreed. See article below. Cheques agreed.
UDC Enforcement & Access Rights – Matters discussed in private and confidential per advice. 

Planning for PC Comment:
UTT/23/3135/FUL: Land East Of Clatterbury Lane Proposed erection of 5 no. single storey dwellings with associated cart lodge parking, landscaping and new vehicular access Comments Made
UTT/23/3155/CLP: Russets Honey Lane Proposed roof mounted solar PV No Comments
UTT/23/3158/HHF: Skylarks Wicken Road Erection of double garage No Comment
The following applications were received after the Parish Council’s meeting agenda was published so could not be commented on:  
UTT/23/3240/LB: Ford End, Ford End House Ford End Road Installation of roof lantern.
UTT/23/3243/LB:  Wakefares Hill Green The removal of part of a section of a 20th century softwood timber partition wall dividing the end room and middle room.

Planning Determined by UDC:
UTT/23/2602/FUL: Brices Farm Butts Green Proposed erection of agricultural barn for the storage of straw Retrospective surfacing of agricultural track and hardstanding. Proposed additional hardstanding Approved with Conditions
UTT/23/2613/HHF & 2614/LB: Elm Cottage Further Ford End Road Proposed internal alterations and extension including removal of existing derelict conservatory Refused
UTT/23/2615/FUL: Rowan Unit Funstons Commercial Centre Arkesden Road Section 73A Retrospective application for extract fan for processed warm air Refused
UTT/23/2626/LB: Wakefares Hill Green The removal of part of a section of a 20th century softwood timber partition wall dividing the end room and middle room. Refused
UTT/23/2801/HHF: Casa Mia Stortford Road Rear extension including raised pitched roof, side dormers, roof lights, solar panels and rear and side fenestration. Demolition of existing rear chimney. Refused

Planning at Appeal 
APP/C1570/W/23/3322904: Land West of Coleshill Close, Middle St.  (UTT/22/1718/FUL) 
Appeal will now be determined on the basis of a hearing to be held 30th January 2024 
APP/C1570/D/23/3330407: Yew Tree Farm (UTT/23/1294/HHF) – outcome to be advised.

Next Parish Council Monthly Meeting Monday 12th February 7.30pm at Clavering Village Hall 
Information including Approved Council Minutes, Financial Statements, Policies and previous Newsletters will be found on the Parish Council website:  https://www.claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk/   

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Stephanie Gill  - 01799 550212             Vice Chairman: Martina Ryan
                       Fabian Bullen      Ron Couchman      Kym Elliston    Frances Smither               
Parish Clerk/RFO: Miss Louisa Kwame
 email: clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk       Telephone:  07340 505410    
Parish Council Address:  c/o The Bower House High Street Clavering CB11 4QR 
If you are telephoning the Council please leave a message if your call is not picked up immediately. Emails will be responded to in accordance with the receipt acknowledgement.

Essex Mobile Library        Clavering Christian Centre   10.30 – 11am
NB: As at 14.1.2024 no January dates have been released

Report of Uttlesford District Councillor, Edward Oliver, 5th January 2024
First of all it is to be hoped that all of you had a good Christmas and that 2024 will be a successful year for you. Uttlesford District Council (UDC) has been very quiet over December with the exception of work on the new Local Plan and the 2024/5 Budget
New Local Plan
It would appear that this will move forward virtually as drafted with Clavering being allocated a further 111 homes and with the three smaller parishes in the Clavering Ward having to deal with “windfall” sites when the developers make their moves.
It would also appear that it is most urgent for Clavering to produce at least a limited Neighbourhood Plan to at least deal with speculative housing developments from developers who are based outside the village and who are not aware of the needs of the village, “limited” because a full Neighbourhood Plan could take three years to produce and have substantial financial costs. A “limited” plan need only, it is understood from officers, deal only with planning matters. It need not “be an all singing and dancing” Plan. If no Neighbour Plan of any shape or form is produced then it will be left to the officers to decide where the developments will go.
Budget
At present the UDC’s  2024/25 is being prepared and the rumour mill has it that there will be 
substantial cuts in expenditure if the level of rise in UDC’s council tax is to be held at the same percentage rate as last year’s rise

 Clavering Parish Council - Preparing a Neighbourhood Plan 
As announced in December’s CPC Newsletter, following consideration of researched matters by the Parish Council, which included holding a Public Meeting to consider the views of Parishioners,  it was determined that UDC would be informed that the Parish Council will commit 
to preparing a Neighbourhood Plan (NP).
Further fact finding by the Parish Council on all matters to move this forward as swiftly as possible was undertaken.
The understanding remains that a ‘limited’ plan would cost approx. £18,000 to prepare, as advised last month. 
The Parish Council would not be able to access the grants currently available via government which must be applied for latest 26th January 2024 as the preparation work required for those cannot be achieved in the tight time frame. It is still not yet known if there will be such funding available from Government in the 2024-2025 year.
	At the January CPC meeting it was agreed that the Parish Council set up a small Working Party to carry out further research as to how the Parish Council must now proceed, invite advice from representatives from parishes who have recently been involved in writing a Neighbourhood Plan, draft a questionnaire on the NP to be delivered to all houses with the planned Affordable Housing Needs Survey and consider the process of the formal setting up of a Steering Group.
	The Working Party currently consists of three Parish Councillors – one of whom has previously attended training concerning initiating and writing a NP – and a member of KCR. 
If anyone else would like to join the Working Party please contact the Clerk or Cllr Stephanie Gill.
The Steering Group will be where ‘parishioner’ power will be needed in the decisions of what the Plan will entail and will undoubtedly involve more people to accomplish writing the plan. 
More information on The Steering Group will be made available soon.  
 
Clavering Parish Council Finance Budget & Precept 2024-2025
This was another difficult year for budget determination as councillors are aware of economic constraints in households and yet the Council must ‘balance the books’ while ensuring the provision of services for parishioners.
The decision to write a Neighbourhood Plan, in order that Clavering Parishioners as a whole may ‘take ownership’ of the placement of development sites and the design and makeup of the properties to be built, obviously has a cost. It should be noted that even if Clavering had written a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) when such were first introduced by the Localism Bill in 2011, NPs have a life of only 5 years and it would have needed to be rewritten again at a cost over the past ten years. Also, it is only since December 2023 that NPs have been given greater protection in planning decisions. Previously if UDC had a Land Housing Supply of less than 5 years the weight attached to a NP was diminished; in certain instances a NP over 2 years of age was not even considered at all.  After the recent Levelling-up and Regeneration Act and amended National Planning Policy Framework,  a NP now has a guaranteed  life of 5 years, irrespective of the higher authorities planning ‘problems’, provided there is more than one development site identified in the NP.
Clavering’s 2024-25 budget has to provide for the cost of the expected Clavering NP and it was determined to amortise the anticipated  cost over two years i.e. place £9,000 in this year’s budget.
There are certain costs which the Parish Council cannot cut back on in setting its annual budget: Employment including Training, maintaining the defibrillators, grass cutting & tree maintenance on the Village Greens and Parish Land, Insurance, Subscriptions to professional bodies to support its staff and the council, Website/specific emails addresses as required under the Transparency and FOI Acts, Green Waste monthly skip service, Telephone, Audit and Meeting Room hire. 
The Council does have General Reserves which it may use to help balance a budget. Last year it was able to do this using £1,000 of General Reserves, but this year it is not a feasible option.
In determining its budget this year Councillors agreed that a grant paid to the Cricket Club last year for grass cutting help would not be listed in 2024-25 budget, that the request for a new annual grant to the church would not be agreed and be placed in the same budget, and that the value of a grant paid to the Jubilee Field would be reduced in the 2024-25 budget.
Obviously, even with these items removed, there is an increase to the precept levied.
The agreed Expenditure Budget for 2024-25 is £31,246 (2023-24: £23,228) 
The agreed Precept for 2024-2025 is £30,576 (2023-24: £21,768). 
This is an increase 37.41%. The Band D actual will be £45.03, which is an increase of £12.26 pa 
(This equates to £1.02 per month per household)

The Parish Council takes its responsibility to the public purse seriously. It will be seeking grants to defray the cost of the NP, but will not know until after March 2024 whether the government will make these available. A Parish Council must announce its precept before 1st March each year hence CPC has made the financial determinations as above. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]CPC continues to hold some funds in Earmarked Reserves – these are for the Allotments, Election Costs, Street Furniture repair, unexpected Tree Works exceeding the annual budgeted figure, Capital Grants for village organisations’ capital projects (these latter monies arose from previous Easements levies made before a change in law). 				Cllr SM Gill Chairman							 
 Clavering Parish Council Allotments
The village is fortunate that, due to the foresight of the Parish Council some 120 years ago, land was purchased to provide allotments.
Last November quite a few holders retired from active allotmenteering and relinquished their plots. These plots are in a clean condition and waiting to be lovingly tended! The annual rent is £15, which includes water supplied, for a plot approx. 150 square yards. 
If you are interested contact the Clerk clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk  in the first instance and it will be arranged for you to visit the Allotments with a councillor who is an Allotment Representative. 

Thank you to all who attended the ‘Village Carols on the Green’ in December. 
Although we were concerned that an ark would be needed as the rains fell through the day, the evening weather stayed dry, voices were raised in joyful song as the Walden Buskers played, seasonal refreshments were enjoyed and £167.37 was raised for Clavering Care.  
The Uttlesford District Council Off-Street Parking Places Order 2024
UDC is consulting on proposals to increase car parking charges to a level more in line with inflation and some changes to the way the car parks are operated.
A copy of the Public Notice relating to the proposals which will appear in the Saffron Walden Reporter, Dunmow Broadcast and Bishops Stortford Independent on Thursday 11th January 2024 as required by the Local Authority Traffic Orders (Procedure) (England and Wales) Regulations 1996 and is available to view on the Uttlesford District Council website at https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/car-parking-consultation
 Comment and /or objections must be made by 16:30pm on Friday 2 February 2024.

Was your New Year’s Resolution to do more in or for your Community?
Attached to the Newsletter is a list of the Clavering Village Organisations, Sports and Interest Groups, some of whom are looking for volunteers. ..
                                    ….and the Parish Council still has three vacant seats . . . .

Tea and Chat: 
Thursday 18th January at Wicken Church Community Centre  2pm -4pm 
All welcome to come along and have a cup of tea, slice of cake, and a friendly chat with friends old and new. 
No charge but donations are welcomed. Contact viv.mclennan@gmail.com for more information

Clavering Cricket Club – Sponsored Walk - Sunday 21st January
The walk starts from the Cricket Pavilion at 1pm and meanders through Clavering.
Supporters welcome either to walk or be a sponsor. More information from Ed Bailey / Jon Upton 

Clavering Landscape History Group – 2024 Winter ’Zoom’ Lectures on Family History
Tuesday 23rd January – Growing up at Wicken House Heather Salvidge
Tuesday 13th  February – A Pioneer family in 19th Century Canada– Julia Mackintosh 
Tuesday 20th February – Working in the House of Lords –Peter Milledge
All lectures start at 7.30pm – for the link to join the meeting please contact mrsjacquelinecooper@gmail.com

Royal British Legion Meetings –
Every Second Tuesday of the month at 8pm in The Bull PH Langley Lower Green. Do come and join in an enjoyable evening – previous military service is not a requirement as the Legion is open to all who support its work. Contact the Branch Secretary for more information 01799 550466

Cost of Living Support
Uttlesford District Council, for this current financial year only, has a Cost of Living Support Fund for which any council taxpayer can apply. Further details are available at:
www.uttlesford.gov.uk/cost-of-living-support-fund.
	For quick, easy access to information on 200 health and wellbeing services across the district, go to Uttlesford Frontline or download the free app 'Frontline Referrals'.



///what3words     
Do you know about this app?
The Emergency Services are asking especially those who live in rural areas to consider downloading this free app.
As the app has given each 3 metre square of the world a unique combination of three words, using this when contacting the emergency services can pinpoint where help is needed and save precious time in finding those in need.
(As a side note, it can even be used to make sure a courier delivers to your doorstep and not your neighbour’s!)
Environment Agency
Many parishioners in Clavering take advantage of the free government service to sign up to get flood warnings, especially as the monitoring station for this is located near the Bridges.
More information can be found on www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings 
or you may register by calling 0345 988 1188.

Before a power cut or gas emergency ……….
· Know your free emergency numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency, dial 0800 111999.
· Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a Gas Safe registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
· Register as a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra support by signing up to the Priority Services Register. You can find out more about the Priority Services Register in London, the South and East of England by signing up at www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk.  
Keep your eyes open:  If you have a power cut or a gas emergency, check on your neighbours 


Highways Maintenance Problems – Villagers are reminded that it is always quicker to activate an investigation if you report these online, as precious time could be lost if you contact the Parish Council. 
Using this website www.essexhighways.org/tell-us an audit trail is started as you will be given a reference number. It is then easier for our local Essex County Councillor, Cllr Gooding, to chase outstanding matters when requested to do so either by parishioners or the parish council. Also the website advises a phone number to call if the problem is severe and considered extremely dangerous to road users or pedestrians. 
You can report potholes, broken railings, pavement/kerb/drainage defects, blocked culverts, 
overgrown trees or hedges, blocked/damaged footpaths, and etc.

================================================================
DEFIBRILLATORS AT THE VILLAGE HALL and VILLAGE SHOP
If you have to make a 999 call, the call handler may decide that the defibrillator is required.
You will be asked if you are able to go to the village hall or the village shop to get the defibrillator,
 but this would usually only happen if someone else is able to stay with the person in need,
as phone contact with the emergency service must be maintained at all times.
The call handler will give you the code to open the yellow metal box beside the hall or shop entrance doors 
The hall’s defibrillator is the small carry case – like a child’s play-doctor kit – that is kept in the metal box. 
Take the ‘Ready Kit’ (black pouch with green cross) and the carry case. 
The shop’s defibrillator is in a shoulder bag with the ‘Ready Kit’ in a small black bag attached to its strap.
ONLY THE SHOP’S DEFIBRILLATOR CAN BE USED WITH PADS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE – THESE MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE CABINET ALSO AND ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  
When you are back with the patient, open the defibrillator: you will then hear an automated voice giving instructions. IF NEEDED, REMOVE THE ADULT PADS AND ATTACH CHILD PADS. 
The call handler will also talk you through all that you must do and when the paramedics arrive they will take over from you.				
REMEMBER
The defibrillator can go to the patient
No special training is required
The Emergency Services will guide you through everything`
================================================================
Parish Annual Expenditure Budget 2024-2025 
Salary/Office Allowance/Payroll	Overtime	Audit	Meeting costs	Expenses incl admin	Green Waste	Defib	Website	Carols 	&	 Community	Travel	Insurance	Subscriptions	Training	Grants	Neighbourhood Plan	Grass Cutting	Trees hedges	8869	400	400	500	700	970	260	700	250	400	917	640	600	350	9000	3790	2500	image1.png




