[bookmark: _GoBack]
	[image: 10-5 Village sign]
	CLAVERING NEWSLETTER
CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL
   Issue 208           15th August 2024  
Email address:       clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk 
                                                                           Editor: Stephanie Gill



 Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting 16th July 2024
No members of the public were present.
The Chairman thanked councillors for attending the extra meeting called.
Planning commented on in the meeting: 
UTT/24/1499/FUL Land West Of Hill House Wicken Road Proposed erection of 1 no. self build dwelling and detached cart lodge garage. Comments Made 
UTT/24/1641/HHF Hedgerows Hill Green. Proposed demolition and replacement of front porch and garden room, internal alterations and alterations to existing fenestration. 
No comment 
Inspectorate Planning Appeal APP/C1570/W/24/3344328  Land South of the
Wicken Road Proposed erection of 4 no. dwellings, including 2 no. single storey, 1 no. one
and half storey and 1 no. two storey, with associated cart lodge / garage parking and
landscaping (was UTT/24/0438/FUL).Determined to make a written representation. 
Delegation of Authority to Clerk re Planning Applications – as allowed under the Local
Government Act 1972, in the exceptional circumstances that the Council are unable to meet
for an extraordinary meeting to determine the comment to be made for a Planning
Application which requires a response before the upcoming monthly council meeting, it was
delegated that the Clerk could respond in accordance with the stated terms of reference for
such an action. 
(The Minutes of the 16th July Meeting, available on-line, detail the Terms of Reference in full)
External Audit – following advice from PKF LittleJohn that the Parish Council did not require a full External Audit for the year ending 31.3.24, the Parish Council signed the Certificate of Exemption AGAR Form 2 
Internal Auditors report – received, noted, discussed and actions agreed.
Financial Record Keeping – determined to subscribe to the Scribe Professional Accounting
package for Parish Councils; the company also provides training in finance and other parish
council matters.   
Financial Regulations – the NALC new model financial regulations (2024) were considered,
amended to reflect financial practice for Clavering and adopted
RCCE Affordable Housing Survey- the recent survey results were received and discussed.
Agreed to invite RCCE to talk to the Parish Council about Community-led housing
(RCCE Summary of the survey attached to the newsletter)
Enforcement & Employment – discussed in private and confidential per advice.

Parish Council Meeting 12th August 2024
Two parishioners and District Cllr Oliver & County Cllr Gooding present in part.
The Chairman welcomed all, thanking them for attending on such a hot evening. 
She explained that the Parish Council had been approached by a university student asking permission to survey five of the parish ponds.  The Parish Council was pleased to give this support and will receive the published findings which it will use to support its duties regarding Biodiversity.
A parishioner spoke on being grateful for the replacing of the missing stone at Watery Stones ford; thanked the council for the minutes on-line and the RCCE summary provided for the 16th July meeting; asked if the council would consider the promotion of a village generator so that the village was not reliant on the National Grid and confirmed that the generator would have a nuclear power source; mentioned a broken footbridge on a FP 34;asked questions on the delegation of authority to the parish clerk re planning applications. The Chairman, though not required to do so, answered the latter questions as it was apparent that the parishioner had received incorrect information on which the questions has been based.     
Clerk’s report - Received and noted
UDC Draft Plan Regulation 19- noted that no response had been received from UDC
concerning matters raised under Regulation 18 and the designation of Clavering as a ‘Larger
Village’, despite there being no daily public transport. Accordingly, a representation had been  made by CPC at the UDC Extraordinary Meeting on 30th July
UDC Draft Plan Regulation 19 Consultation- this runs from 8th August to 3rd October.
Parish Council Forum on 19th August to be attended by Cllr Gill. UDC holding Public drop-in exhibitions in September. Agreed that PC will convene and extraordinary meeting in September to consider its consultation response.     
NALC Consultation on the NPPF – determined that the Clerk and Chairman will draw up
suggested responses for consideration.
Royal Mail PO Box - now in operation for the clerk
Allotments representative – noted that some tenanted plots are not being worked at all
Byways & Footpaths – Concern that Footpath 53 not yet repaired; to be escalated via Cllr
Gooding
Essex Passenger Transport  - The new contract with Vectare, with buses provided by
Flagfinders of Braintree has been problematic in its first few weeks. Updated contact information detailed below. Thanks were noted to Mrs Christine Saunders who has also been
endeavouring to obtain the correct information and keep other users informed.
Clavering Neighbourhood Plan (NP) Working Party (WP) –  the designation of the
Parish of Clavering as the area of designation under the Clavering Neighbourhood Plan will
now not be heard by UDC Cabinet until 5th September. Council agreed to the NPWP’s
recommendation for quotes submitted re. the build of the NP website and will give instruction
The NPWP is currently working on the Landscape Character Assessment requirements. 
Village Green and Parish Assets –Two councillors had carried out inspections/works as agreed: Fencing at Pump at Upper Hill Green: Handyperson to quote. Willow at Horse pond: Growth over pavement now cut back. Arthur King bench at Hill Green: fallen growth already cut back. Raising canopy of Oak at Lower Hill Green: tree surgeon to be contacted for work after leaf fall. Bench outside Christian Centre: Sapling tree now removed. 
Council to consider further ongoing maintenance of parish land on Arkesden Rd. 
Handyperson instructed to repair and paint Middle Street Bench. 
ECC Owned Land – Cllr Gooding to take forward with Essex CC the clearing of the verge outside the Village Hall and uncovering the tarmac path. Overgrown bush at Blacksmiths Corner to be re-reported to ECC as in their ownership. Footpath Map at Bus Shelter: only branches obscuring map to be cut back by CPC.
 Risk Assessment – Both defibrillators “rescue ready” 10th August
Finance –Cheques agreed. Council’s Accounts including bank reconciliations received for quarter end 30th June and month end 29th July.
Potential dispute, Enforcement, and Employment - discussed in private and confidential per advice.

Planning for PC Comment:
UTT/24/1680/HHF:  3 Brands View Wicken Bonhunt Erection of new garage Comment made
UTT/24/1807/CLE: 1 And 2 Stortford Cottages Stortford Road Proposed Certificate of Lawfulness for use of 1 and 2 Stortford Road Cottages as non-agricultural workers dwellings No Comment
UTT/24/1762/LB Yew Tree Cottage The Druce Retention of part removal of side wall to
single storey 1980's kitchen extension (constructed of single skin block work and render) to extend kitchen area by 6.3sqm to facilitate small dining area No Comment 
UTT/24/1783/FUL: Land To The West Of Stortford Road S73 application to vary condition 1 (approved plans and materials) of UTT/24/0763/FUL (S73 application to vary condition 1 (approved plans and materials) of UTT/22/1103/DFO (Details following outline application UTT/20/2639/OP for the erection of 31 no. dwellings and 38 no. parking spaces - details of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) - proposed changes to approved plans for plot 7 garage, plot 12 garage and two storey garages to plots 2, 5, 6, 13, 14 and 17) - substitute approved plans for plot 01 and plot 01 garage Comment Made
UTT/24/1794/NMA: Land To The West Of Stortford Road Non Material Amendment to UTT/22/1103/DFO - Plot 1 - middle section of the front elevation has been recessed, a mono-pitched clay tiled porch has been introduced within the recessed portion of the front elevation, hipped roof replaced with a gabled style roof, slate finish within closed eaves has been replaced with a clay tile finish with open eaves, facing brick finish walls replaced with painted render with a facing brick plinth No Comment
UTT/24/1998/HHF: Casa Mia Stortford Road Replacement roof (rear increased pitch) with new side dormer to northern elevation  No Comment

Planning decisions made by UDC:
UTT/24/1066/FUL AMENDED APPLICATION : Mill End Dairy Farm Mill End. 
Proposed change of use and conversion of former agricultural barn to 1 no. self-build dwelling
Retention of tennis court and retrospective proposals, including a link extension to the north side of the main building (towards the former outbuilding), an increased gable wing on the former outbuilding in height and width, and a 3-bay detached carport. Proposed erection of 2 no. sheds and 1 no. greenhouse Proposed change of use of part of the land from agricultural to domestic. Proposed air source heat pump to be relocated and re-configuration of solar panels Proposed design, layout and fenestration changes and associated development. Approved with conditions
UTT/24/1404/HHF: Fairbank Stortford Road Proposed demolition of existing conservatory and outbuilding store. Erection of front extension, loft extension with dormers and single storey rear extension: Works to driveway including dropped kerb Approved with conditions
UTT/24/1269/HHF: Genera Butts Green Valance Road Proposed 3 bay cart shed and office to attic space Approved with conditions
UTT/24/1549/CLP: Ford End Ford End House Ford End Road Proposed installation of glazed roof lantern Existing - Approve Cert of Lawfulness
UTT/24/1592/CLP: Rowan House Funstons Commercial Centre Arkesden Road Certificate of Lawfulness for confirmation that the proposed building as shown in the red line in the submitted Site Plan (as approved by permission UTT/15/3631/FUL) may lawfully be used as a veterinary clinic (Use Class E) for visiting members of the public without accommodation for humans or animals on-site and not requiring any activities, plant or machinery that would be unduly detrimental to the amenity of the area by reason of noise, vibration, smell, fumes, smoke, soot, ash, dust or grit Proposed - Approve Cert Lawfulness
UTT/24/1634/AG: Clavering Place Farm Stickling Green Steel Portal Framed Agricultural Grain Storage Building - revised to that approved under UTT/23/1089/AG Deemed Refused
UTT/24/1054/DOC: Butts Green Valance Road Application to discharge condition 3  (CMP) attached to UTT/23/0146/FUL Discharge Conditions in Full

Inspectorate Planning Appeal:  
APP/C1570/Y/24/3346333 Elm Cottage Further Ford End Road Proposed internal
 alterations and extension including removal of existing derelict conservatory (was 
UTT/23/2614/LB) Appeal to be determined on the basis of written representation Comment by 3rd September 2024 Parish Council decided not to make further comment
Next Monthly Parish Council Meeting Monday 9th September 7.30pm
at Clavering Village Hall 
Information including Draft/Approved Council Minutes, Financial Statements, Policies and previous Newsletters will be found on the Parish Council website:  https://www.claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk/  

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Stephanie Gill - 01799 550212             Vice Chairman: Fabian Bullen
                Ron Couchman      Kym Elliston    Martina Ryan    Frances Smither               
Parish Clerk/RFO: Ms L Bonfield
 email: clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk       Telephone:  07340 505410    
Parish Council Address:  PO Box No. 13580. Harlow, CM20 9WU
If you are telephoning the Council please leave a message if your call is not picked up immediately. Emails will be responded to in accordance with the receipt acknowledgement.

Village Green Waste Service at Clavering Place Farm, Stickling Green
This service is available for Clavering and Langley residents only:  it is paid for via their parish precepts
10.30am - 11.30am             
17th August  ~ 14th September ~ 12th October ~  9th November  ~ 7th December
Users of this service are reminded that it is polite to clear up any mess that they may create
The Parish Councils thank the Balaam Family for facilitating this service at their premises.

Essex Mobile Library        Clavering Christian Centre   10.30 – 11am
24th August     14th September     5th October
Thank you ….
To everyone who has cut back the hedges, brambles and other overgrowth which sneak out to attack unsuspecting passers-by
To those who cleaned and stained the bench in memory of Eileen and Fred Gilbey at Upper Hill Green
To whoever cut back the Old Chapel hedge that had fallen across the Arthur King bench

Clavering Neighbourhood Plan – Are you able to help with this?
Further to the report of last month, the next most important step is to consider the formation of a Steering Group which will take the Writing of the Plan forward. This is a formally constituted group, which must include a parish councillor, and which moves the writing of a Neighbourhood Plan through its lawfully required stages. 
There is a great need for a volunteer to come forward to be the Steering Group’s Secretary to help with the formal minute taking and other similar admin. tasks which may arise. 
For more information, please contact Stephanie Gill 01799 550212 or Nigel Wood 01799 550959 

Uttlesford Local Plan Consultation: Regulation 19 Stage
Drop-in exhibitions are being staged by UDC to enable residents to find out more about the Local Plan and how they may comment.     All exhibitions will be open from 5pm until 8pm.
Monday 2nd September: Ugley Village Hall CM22 6HR
Wednesday 4th September: Foakes Hall Great Dunmow CM6 1DG
Monday 9th September: Saffron Walden Town Hall CB10 1HZ
Tuesday 10th September: Priors Green Community Hall, Takely CM6 1YE
For more information see www.uttlesford.gov.uk/new-local-plan
 
Request from Cllr Ray Gooding
Cllr Gooding informed the Parish Council at its last meeting that the current Essex Highways initiative to carry out funded works to the highways and pavements etc, allows him to put forward specific problems noted by the Parish.
This is why at that meeting he was able to take forward the PC’s request about the verge outside the Village Hall which was on the evening’s agenda for discussion.
In the initial instance, it would be expected that these major issues needing to be addressed are first reported online by parishioners (see Highways Maintenance below).
This is because as parishioners you will see on a daily basis where potholes get larger,  pavements & verges are damaged & etc.
Please then report the number you receive to the Parish Council Clerk by email. 
The Parish Council will then make contact accordingly with Cllr Gooding. This does not mean that repairs, maintenance work, & etc. will be carried out immediately as the Team that will be employed are not based solely in Uttlesford, but the hope is that certain issues which need to be prioritised come forward faster. 
 
Essex County Council DaRT 299 Bus Transport in the Village
Following the appointment of a new contractor, please note there is a new bookings phone number 0115 777 3187. Do NOT use the email address on the Travel Essex website as this has not been responded to. contact@vectare.co.uk has been given out. However, the PC understands that there have been delays in the phone/emails being answered and so it is following this up. 
Bookings must be made by 18.00hrs the day before you travel – and Monday bookings must be made no later than18.00hrs on the Saturday and may be made up to 14 days in advance. The contracted buses carry the Flagfinders livery.
N.B. Bookings are only confirmed when advised to be so by Vectare as this is not a taxi service and is reliant upon at least three others making the same journey and there being a bus available. 

Tea and Chat -
Thursdays 22nd August at Wicken Church Community Centre  2pm - 4pm 
All welcome to come along and have a cup of tea, slice of cake, and a friendly chat with friends old and new.  It is hoped that a representative for Vectare will visit to talk about the DaRT bus.
No charge but donations are welcomed. Contact viv.mclennan@gmail.com for more information

Clavering Landscape History Group-
History Walk with Peter Cooper leading the way and Jacqueline Cooper telling tales of 19th century Clavering at various places en route  Sunday 25 August – meet 2pm Hill Green. 
An easy walk (about 4.5 miles) via Moat Farm, Bridge End, the Church, Deers Green, Elm Street Lane and the Mills. Lifts available at various stages of the walk, towards the end we are invited for refreshments at North Mill, with a chance to look inside the mill, courtesy of the Haldane family. Anyone is welcome to join the walk which is an opener for the History Group’s autumn theme of 19th century history 
Eileen Ludgate Centenary Lecture: Clavering in the 19th Century Wednesday 11th September 7.30pm Clavering Christian Centre. Speaker: Jacky Cooper Free Entry Donations to Clavering Church welcomed
The Poor Law Tuesday 8th October 7.30pm Clavering Christian Centre Speaker: Judith William-Powlett
Further details from:  01799 550462 or mrsjacquelinecooper@gmail.com

Clavering Church & Benefice – Hymns and Pimms!
Sunday 1st September 3pm at Manuden Parish Church

Royal British Legion – 
Ordinary meetings are held every Second Tuesday of the month at 8pm in The Bull PH Langley
 Lower Green. Do come and join in an enjoyable evening – previous military service is not a requirement as the Legion is open to all who support its work
Clavering Bowls Club-
Open Evenings for training and practice. Every Tuesday at 5pm May- September
New Members always welcomed: if you want to try out the game, just bring flat shoes; the friendly tuition and equipment will be provided. For more information, email claveringbowls@gmail.com, see www.claveringbc.org  or contact Lee 01799 550916. The Clubhouse and Bowling Green are located at the far side of the Jubilee Field next to the Tennis Courts. 

Clavering Horticultural Society – Flower Vegetable and Cookery Show
A very successful show took place in July – though there were fewer entries in the vegetable section, probably due to the cool, wet Spring. Trophies were presented and the afternoon was well supported by everyone who came to enjoy the wonderful displays ….and the homemade teas too!
   
The Annual General Meeting of Clavering Jubilee Field (Registered   Charity No: 277011) Wednesday 23rd October 2024 at 8pm at Village Hall, Clavering
All persons registered in the Parish of Clavering are invited to attend - but only those over the age of 18 are entitled to vote.
AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the AGM held on 11th October 2023
3. Matters Arising
4. Chairman’s Report
5. Correspondence 
6. Treasurer’s Report 
7. Club Reports
8. Election of the Committee of Management for 2025
(N.B Election of Officers takes place in the ordinary meeting immediately following this AGM) 
9. Update on discussions on possible merger with Clavering Village Hall Committee of Management (Registered Charity)
10. Any Other Business				Donna Duckworth, Chair. 12th August 2024 

Are you ready for the end of analogue landlines? 
Essex County Council’s Digital Essex team wants to make residents in Clavering aware that changes are coming to analogue landlines.  
By 2027, traditional phone lines will be replaced by a digital landline service. This means that calls will be made over a broadband line. 
 For most residents, this change will be straightforward – you’ll also get to keep your phone number. Your telephone provider will contact you before anything changes. It is important to respond and discuss what you need to do to ensure your service won’t be affected. 
The switch to digital landline services could affect some residents. 
If any of the following apply to you, or someone you know, make sure you contact your telephone provider:  
· You don’t have broadband 
· You rely solely on a landline 
· You use a personal alarm or healthcare device 
· You live in an area with poor mobile signal 
· You have additional needs 
· If you’re confused, worried, unsure, or have any questions, call your telephone provider. 
 If you’d like to read more about the switch to digital landlines, visit Essex County Council’s website: www.essex.gov.uk/landline-switch 


Environment Agency
Many parishioners in Clavering take advantage of the free government service to sign up to get flood warnings, especially as the monitoring station for this is located near the Bridges.
More information can be found on www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings 
or you may register by calling 0345 988 1188.

Highways Maintenance Problems – Villagers are reminded that it is always quicker to activate an investigation if you report these online, as precious time could be lost if you contact the Parish Council. 
Using this website www.essexhighways.org/tell-us an audit trail is started as you will be given a reference number. It is then easier for our local Essex County Councillor, Cllr Gooding, to chase outstanding matters when requested to do so either by parishioners or the parish council. Also the website advises a phone number to call if the problem is severe and considered extremely dangerous to road users or pedestrians. 
You can report potholes, broken railings, pavement/kerb/drainage defects, blocked culverts, 
overgrown trees or hedges, blocked/damaged footpaths, and etc.

Before a power cut or gas emergency ……….
· Know your free emergency numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency, dial 0800 111999.
· Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a Gas Safe registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
· Register as a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra support by signing up to the Priority Services Register. You can find out more about the Priority Services Register in London, the South and East of England by signing up at www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk.  
Keep your eyes open:  If you have a power cut or a gas emergency, check on your neighbours 

///what3words     Do you know about this app?
The Emergency Services are asking especially those who live in rural areas to consider downloading this free app.
As the app has given each 3 metre square of the world a unique combination of three words, using this when contacting the emergency services can pinpoint where help is needed and save precious time in finding those in need.
================================================================
DEFIBRILLATORS AT THE VILLAGE HALL and VILLAGE SHOP
If you have to make a 999 call, the call handler may decide that the defibrillator is required.
You will be asked if you are able to go to the village hall or the village shop to get the defibrillator,
 but this would usually only happen if someone else is able to stay with the person in need,
as phone contact with the emergency service must be maintained at all times.
There is also a defibrillator on outside of the Bowls/Tennis Pavilion and you may be directed there 
The call handler will give you the code to open the yellow metal box beside the hall or shop entrance doors 
The hall’s defibrillator is the small carry case – like a child’s play-doctor kit – that is kept in the metal box. 
Take the ‘Ready Kit’ (black pouch with green cross) and the carry case. 
The shop’s defibrillator is in a shoulder bag with the ‘Ready Kit’ in a small black bag attached to its strap.
ONLY THE SHOP’S DEFIBRILLATOR CAN BE USED WITH PADS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE – THESE MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE CABINET ALSO AND ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  
When you are back with the patient, open the defibrillator: you will then hear an automated voice giving instructions. IF NEEDED, REMOVE THE ADULT PADS AND ATTACH CHILD PADS. 
The call handler will also talk you through all that you must do and when the paramedics arrive they will take over from you.				REMEMBER
No special training is required & the Emergency Services will guide you through everything
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