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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Clavering Parish Council (CPC) held on Monday 12" August 2024 at 7:30pm in
the Clavering Village Hall, Hifl Green, Clavering

I Councillors Present: Clir S. Giil {Chairman), CHr Bullen, Clir R Couchman, ClIr K Elliston

In attendance: CPC Clerk & RFO Ms Lynette Bonfield
I 2 Parishioners, District Clir Oliver and County Clir Gooding

The Chairman opened the meeting at 19.30hrs

101. Chairman’s Welcome

The Chairman welcomed all, especially given the very warm evening.

She advised that CPC had been approached by a University Student seeking permission to carry out research on five
parish ponds. Permissions were given, a risk assessment had been carried out by the student and the research findings
will be shared with CPC and used to inform any CPC’s Biodiversity reports on the Village Ponds.

102. Apologies for absence
0Apo!ogies were accepted from Cilr Smither and Clir Ryan. P: CHr Elliston S; Clir Bullen In Fav: Unanimous
103. Declarations of Interest
None declared

104. Public Participation Session
A parishioner thanked the Clerk for the draft minutes on the website, commented that the Affordable Housing

Report by RCCE was a good one, asked that a nuclear powered generator for use when the National Grid is down be
considered for whole village use in the upcoming Neighbourhood Plan, stated that bridge repairs were still
outstanding on Footpath 34, and asked guestions on the delegation of planning comments to the Parish Clerk.
The Chairman explained that CPC has 21 days to respond to planning applications and if an Extraordinary (EQ} Meeting
cannot be called, in these exceptional circumstances the Clerk has delegated powers per stated criteria to make
comments. She reminded the meeting that Clavering Parish Council’s quorum was three,

105. District and County Councillors Reports
District Cllr Oliver did not have a report. He stated that at the UDC EQ Council Meeting to discuss Regulation 19 of
the UDC Draft Lacal Plan, Clavering PC’'s representation had been read out but had not ben acted upon. Regulation 19 is
: w published. The Chairman explained she had been informed that she could not sent the representation to any UDC
“councillor before the meeting; she had been informed by another attendee that it had been poorly read out.
(County Councillor Ray Gooding arrived after Item 115}

106. To approve and sign minutes of the previous meeting .
It was resolved to approve and sign the minutes of the Clavering Parish Council Meeting held on 8% July 2024,

P: Clir Elliston S: Clir Bullen In Fav: Unanimous
it was resolved to approve and sign the minutes of the Clavering Parish Council EO Meeting held on the 16™ july 2024.

P: Clir Elliston S: Cilr Bullen tn Fav: Unanimous

107. Clerk’s Report
The Clerk gave a verbal report, including the setting upon the new Scribe Accounting system and Zoom training with

Scribe on this re. data entry/coding.

108. Planning
108.1 Discussed:
Planning Address Proposal Decision
Reference paaY Vi
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UTT/24/1680/HHF
Resp by 8 Aug

3 Brands View
Wicken Bonhunt

Erection of new garage

See below

UTT/24/1807/CLE
Resp by 20" Aug

1 And 2 Stortford
Cottages Stortford
Road Clavering

Proposed Certificate of Lawfulness for use
of 1 and 2 Stortford Road Cottages as non-
agricultural workers dwellings

No
comment

uTT/24/1762/1LB
Resp by 14 Aug

Yew Tree Cottage
The Druce

Retention of part removal of side wali to
single storey 1980's kitchen extension
(constructed of single skin block work and
render) to extend kitchen area by 6.3sgm
to facilitate smail dining area

No
comment

UTT/24/1783/FUL
Resp by 14" Aug

Land To The West Of
Stortford Road

573 application to vary condition 1
{approved plans and materials) of
UTT/24/0763/FUL {S73 application to vary
condition 1 {approved plans and materials)
of UTT/22/1103/DFO (Details following
outline application UTT/20/2639/0p for
the erection of 31 no. dwellings and 38 no.
parking spaces - details of appearance,
landscaping, layout and scale) - proposed
changes to approved plans for plot 7
garage, plot 12 garage and two storey
garages to plots 2, 5, 6, 13, 14 and 17) -
substitute approved plans for plot 01 and
plot 01 garage

See below

UTT/24/1794/NMA

Land To The West Of
Stortford Road

Non Material Amendment to
UTT/22/1103/DFC - Plot 1 - middle section
of the front elevation has been recessed, a
mono-pitched clay tiled porch has been
introduced within the recessed portion of
the front elevation, hipped roof replaced
with a gabled style roof, slate finish within
closed eaves has been replaced with a clay
tile finish with open eaves, facing brick
finish walls replaced with painted render
with a facing brick plinth

No
comment

UTT/24/1998/HHF
Resp 4*" Sept

Casa Mia Stortford
Road

Replacement roof (rear increased pitch)
with new side dormer to northern
elevation

No
comment

UTT/24/1680/HHF 3 Brands View Wicken Bonhunt: Determined that the Clerk advise UDC that CPC unable to make
comment as no plans of proposed build published on-line.
UTT/24/1783/FUL Land To The West Of Stortford Road: Determined that the Clerk advise UDC that application does
not detail the superceded agreed plans so unable to make fuli comment, but comment that the two storey proposed
garage should be for use as storage space only and not as dwelling space.

108.2 UDC Decisions:
UTT/24/1066/FUL MIll End Dairy Farm Mill End Praposed change of use and conversion of former agricultural barn to
1 no. self-build dweiling. Retention of tennis court and retrospective proposals, including a link extension to the north
side of the main building (towards the former outbuilding), an increased gable wing on the former outbuilding in
height and width, and a 3-bay detached carport. Proposed erection of 2 no. sheds and 1 no. greenhouse. Proposed
change of use of part of the land from agricultural to domestic. Proposed air source heat pump to be relocated and re-
configuration of solar panels. Proposed design, layout and fenestration changes and associated development.
Approved with conditions

UTT/24/1404/HHF: Fairbank Stortford Road Proposed demolition of existing conservatory and outbuilding sto
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Erection of front extension, loft extension with dormers and single storey rear extension. Works to driveway including
dropped kerb. Approved with conditions

UTT/24/1269/HHF: Genera Butts Green Valance Road Proposed 3 bay cart shed and office to attic space Approved

with conditions

UTT/24/1549/CLP: Ford End Ford End House Ford End Road Proposed installation of glazed roof lantern Existing -

Approve Cert of Lawfulness

UTT/24/1592/CLP: Rowan House Funstons Commercial Centre Arkesden Road Certificate of Lawfulness for

confirmation that the proposed building as shown in the red line in the submitted Site Plan (as approved by permission

UTT/15/3631/FUL) may lawfully be used as a veterinary clinic (Use Class E) for visiting members of the public without

accommodation for humans or animals on-site and not requiring any activities, plant or machinery that would be

unduly detrimental to the amenity of the area by reason of noise, vibration, smell, fumes, smoke, soot, ash, dust or

grit Proposed - Approve Cert Lawfulness

UTT/24/1634/AG: Clavering Place Farm Stickling Green Steel Portal Framed Agricultural Grain Storage Building -

revised to that approved under UTT/23/1089/AG Deemed Refused

UTT/24/1054/DOC: Butts Green Valance Road Application to discharge condition 3 (CMP) attached to

UTT/23/0146/FUL Discharge Conditions in Full

— 108.3 Inspectorate Planning Appeal:
APP/C1570/Y/24/3346333 Eim Cottage Further Ford End Road Proposed internal alterations and extension
including removal of existing derelict conservatory (was UTT/23/2614/LB) Appeal to be determined on the basis of
written representation. Determined to make no further comment.

109. UDC Draft Local Plan Regulation 19

109.1 UDC Full Council Meeting 30" July 2024 to progress UDC Draft Local Plan Reg 19.
Noted that as no response had been received from UDC Planning regarding reconsidering the designation of Clavering
as a Larger Village, despite the village scoring zero for transport in UDC’s supporting documentation under Reg.18, Clir
Gill had arranged that a summary of the letter was read out at the public speaking section of the UDC Council Meeting.

109.2 Consultation
Email from UDC noted detailing the Consultation Period which runs from 8" August for 8 weeks (ends 3" October).
Exhibitions provided in various locations to be advised in CPC Newsletter.
Noted that Clir Gill will attend the Parish Councils Event on the Reg 19 Consultation on 19" August (5-7pm) and there
was one further space available for a councillor.
Clerk to email councillors to determine a date in September to consider the response of Clavering PC to the Reg 19
(™xonsultation.

110. NALC Consultation on the Planned Changes to the NPPF
Determined to respond to the consultation, closing date 9t" September. P: ClIr Gill S: Clir Bullen In Fav 3 Abst 1
ClIr Gill to forward suggested responses via Clerk for agreement

111. Blocked Ditch Toad Hall, Starlings Green

Written report from Clirs Gill and Smither received. (Meeting Documents Appendix 1)

Ditch does not appear to be in CPC ownership. Agreed to instruct Clerk to contact owner and arrange meeting date
with Clirs Smither & Gill to consider Land Registry Maps. P: Clir Bullen S: Clir Gill In Fav: Unanimous

112. Royal Mail PO Box.

The payment of the fee due to Royal Mail: Cheque no. 2221 £424.20 being £353.50 plus £70.70 VAT was noted.

See July EO Meeting Minute ltem 99. Cheque written per Financial Regulations 5.15,

Noted that the PO Box of the Clerk is: PO Box 13580, Harlow, CM20 9WU effective 8" August 2024 for one year. Clerk
to advise of new address to various bodies.

113. Representative Reports
113.1 Allotments - Verbal report received. Some plots are not being worked; suggested that holders are
contacted and asked if they are going to be active and if not that they give up the plot
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Holder has asked that track and hedge at shop end be looked at as impassable. Clir Gill & Elliston to inspect and
report back to Clerk.
Long grass on spare land not cut — contractor to be chased.

113.2 Byways and Footpaths —Verbal report received. Bridge on footpath 53 not repaired. Clir Elliston to pass
info to Clerk for ECC Clir Gooding to be contacted. Bridge on Footpath 34 not repaired

113.3 UALC: Written report received (Meeting documents Appendix 2)

113.4 Essex Passenger Transport: Written report received {Meeting documents Appendix 2). Ongoing
problems and the booking element still with teething problems, though the buses and drivers are of a high standard.
Contractor expected to attend Wicken’s ‘Tea and Chat’ on 22™ August to meet users.

114. Neighbourhood Plan Working Party (NPWP)
Written report with recommendations received (Meeting documents Appendix 3)
Three quotes detailed considered for build & setting up of NP Website.
Agreed that the quote of 25% July from Jennie Shien for £720 to build the website including 1 hour tuition,
with the cost of any further support of any kind being charged at £60ph be accepted. P: Clir Bullen S: Clir Elliston
tn Fav: Unanimous. Clerk to give instruction to proceed.

GS. Village Green and Parish Assets
a) Still awaiting inspection/gquote from Croak Tree Surgery of the tree near the Frog Pond - chased.
b} Quote from handy person for the repair and refurbishing of bench at Middle Street received
{Meeting Documents Appendix 4).
Determined to accept Option 4 for full repair and paint. P: Clir Couchman $: Clir Gill In Fav: Unanimous

c) Written report from Clirs Smither & Gill on inspections of parish land and assets as authorised in July meeting
received (Meeting Documents Appendix 1)
1. See Agenda Item 111
2. Fencing around Village Pump at Hill Green: Clerk instructed to seek quotes
3. Verge by Village Hall entrance. ECC iand. Refer to Cilr Gooding for clearing after Clerk’s reporting to ECC
4. Willow at Horse Pond: Cutting back has been carried out '
5. A. King bench at Hill Green: Cutting has been carried out, note of thanks in CPC Newsletter
6. Oak Tree on Lower Hill Green: Tree surgeon quotes to be sought for work to raise crown later in year
7. Bench outside Christian Centre with sapling growing through: Cutting down has been carried out
8. Overgrown mound by Bush Shelter and Footpath Map obscured: Mound owned by ECC — needs to be reported
again. Hedge branches overgrowing map to be cut back, Owners of Dancey’s to be contacted regarding cutting back
of hedge.

20.41hrs Clir Ray Gooding arrives

District Councillor Report

Clir Gooding reported that the ECC Highways Repairs Fund had been topped up. He asked for reports of Highways
issues to be reported through to him to bring the issues forward.

ECC issues in Agenda tem 115 c discussed and also Bridge on Footpath 53

Requested that photos with ///what 3 words/// location be passed to Clir Gooding and report numbers as
appropriate.

Clir Couchman asked on the status of the review of the Booking System at the Recycling Centre in Saffron Walden.
Cllir Gooding advised that this had been completed some time ago and it had already been advised that the need to
book will cantinue.

116. Parish Land Maintenance
116.1 Contractor Cutting of Lower Hill Green
Update on letter authorised to be sent at the July meeting moved to next meeting.

116.2 Letter from Councillor Couchman
Letter received: Consideration of Council land maintenance by The Cricketers, by the letter box at Butts Green,

the Mill End Pond, and the triangfte at Mill Lane and determine actions.
{Meeting Documents Appendix 5} : '
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Cllir Couchman asked that this be moved to the next meeting with Full Council present.

Councillors felt that certain items could be considered in the meeting.

Land beside The Cricketers: It was confirmed that the land was owned by the Parish Council and a strip was being
mowed by the owners of the Cricketers PH alongside their access. Overgrown with nettles as site of old pond and
previous very large willow tree had been removed as dead, replacement hornbeam planted doing well.

Determined that the Clerk contact the Horticultural Society to ask if they wish to be involved in maintenance, and if not
contractor to be asked to quote.

P: Cilr Bullen S: Clir Couchman In Fav: Unanimous

Other items to be moved to September Meeting

117. Risk Assessment Book —
117.1 No updates received and no inspections by two councillors required.
117.2 Both defibrillators ‘rescue ready’ 12" August 2024

118. Training
Nothing to be noted or agreed.

~21.00hrs Clirs Gooding and Oliver left the meeting

119. Finance

119.1 Scribe Accounts Package:
A verbal update was received from the Clerk on the Scribe Accounts package programme.
Payment of the Setup fee for the Scribe Accounting programme, £358.80 being £299.00 plus £59.80 VAT, agreed.
P: Clir Gill S: Clir Elliston In Fav: Unanimous
Determined that the Parish Council Main Bank Account will be used for the monthly Direct Debit due to Starboard
Systems Ltd t/a Scribe Accounts for the monthly subscription in the amount of £50.40 (being £42.00 plus £8.40 VAT)
If not possible to set up from this account, agreed that it will come from the Clerk’s Account.
P: Clir Gill S: Clir Elliston In Fav: Unanimous
119.2 Invoice from Bugle Parish News for the CPC advertisements, £103.63 — more information to be sought.
119.3 Noted that the HMRC PAYE for Q1 was taken on 25™ July 2024 for £ 380.20 by direct debit.
119.4 The Council’s Accounts for the quarter ending 30th June 2024, including bank reconciliation. (Meeting
Documents Appendix 6) were received. No questions raised. Cllr Couchman advised he would be contacting the
Clerk on the accounts and new Scribe set up.
The Council’s Accounts for the period ending 29 July 2024. (Meeting document Appendix 7) were received. No

#, questions raised
119.5 Noted that the Clerk will submit an HMRC VAT reclaim for approx. £1,700 before September.
119.6 With the exception of Cheque no. 2222, which was held back as work to bench at Valance Corner
nor carried out, all listed cheques approved. P: Clir Elliston S: Clir Couchman In Fav: Unanimous

Credit Received afc 16513215 Business Reserve
a/c 67217796 Business Current
Wages s/o 29'" July 2024 £540.90
HMRC DD 22" July 2024 £380.20
Balance at NatWest Bank current account 29" July 2024 £19,336.41
Balance of Clerk’s Expenses Account 29" July 2024 £184.98
Balance at NatWest Reserve account 29th July 2024 £119.02
Balance of Saffron B/S Account 31 July 2024 £30,801.72
Clerk’s Expenses | Detail Amount Total VAT
Account
10.07.24 Carsto £29.00 £34.80 £5.80
09.07.24 Force 36 £27.92 £33.26 £5.54
Total A D £68.06
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Cheques to approve:

Cheque Detail Amount Total VAT
002222 P Abrahams invoice 3321 Grass Cutting 23 £500.00
HELD BACK May & 16 .
002223 June Paul Abrahams Invoice 3283 (July £
' Minutes Item no.) 1,375.00
002224 Starhoard Systems Ltd t/a Scribe Accounts £299.00 £358.80 £59.80
002225 Trf to Clerk’s account £68.06
Total of £2,301.86
cheques to be
paid
Total of 2193: £34.60 £2,548.80
cheques 2214: £30.00
outstanding 2215: £1,560.00
2219: £500.00
2221: £424.20
o August SO £540.90
Balance £13,944.85

120. No item detailed due to incorrect numbering on Agenda

121. Items for next agenda:
Update requested on Chapel, Hill Green Access

The two attending parishioners had already left the meeting before the following agenda items.

122, Potential Dispute

Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d, it is resolved that
the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns legal matters. P: Ciir Gill S: CHr
Smither Cilr Couchman spoke against the motion. The Chairman explained reasons of validity of motion.

Named Vote Requested. In Favour: Cllrs Gill, Bullen, Elfiston. Against Clir Couchman
6 A verbal report was received and photos on file referenced.

Agreed to instruct the Clerk to act in accordance with the Village Green and Parish Land Policy

P: CHir Bullen S: Clir Gill In Fav: 3 Abstain: 1

123. Enforcement.

Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d, it is resolved that
the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns matters regarded as sensitive

P: Clir Gill S: Clir Elliston. Named Vote Requested.

in Fav ClIrs Bullen, Elliston, and Gifl Against: Clir Couchman

Two letters marked ‘Sensitive’ were received from Uttlesford District Council.

124. Employment
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to
Standing Order 19, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it
concerns matters of Employment. P: Clir Bullen S: Clir Gill
in Fav: 3 Abstain: 1
As it was 21.30hrs, the Chairman asked permission that the meeting continue and Standing Order 3x was suspended.

P: ClIr Gill 5 Clir Efliston In Fav: Unanimouqcc ;7-\ )
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A verbal report on the informal meeting at the end of the Clerk’s Probation Period was given by the Chair of the

Employment Committee.
Noted that the Clerk is on agreed annual leave 29'" August — 19" September 2024.

125. Close of Meeting and announcement of next meeting:
The next meeting of the Full Council will be held at the Clavering Village Hall on Monday 9" September

2024 at 7.30pm.

The Meeting closed at 21.41 with the Chairman thanking all for attending.

Signed: S\/uéu Dated: quC&

Chairman




