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	CLAVERING NEWSLETTER
CLAVERING PARISH COUNCIL
   Issue 222          16th  October 2025  
Email address:       clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk 
                                                                           Editor: Stephanie Gill



Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting 22nd September 2025
Sole item under consideration: UTT/25/2404/FUL:  Land at Hill Green Wicken Road Erection of 28no proposed new dwellings including 11no. affordable dwellings, 6 self-build custom plots, and associated infrastructure.
The Chairman welcomed attendees, reminding them of the Council’s standing orders and stating that the total time allowed for public participation would be extended. 
District Councillor Oliver and 54 Members of the public, including the developers of the build under consideration, were in attendance. The public made various representations concerning the planning application. After discussion, the council determined to object to the application.
(Please see UDC’s Planning Portal for the council’s full comments) 
  
Parish Council Meeting 13th October 2025
The Chairman welcomed those attending and detailed the meetings he had recently attended. 
Six members of the public and District Councillor Oliver were present in part. The Clerk had been held up on the M11 and a councillor took the minutes until her arrival and after public participation had ended. A parishioner spoke on damage to the footpath between Cock Lane and Meesden. They also spoke on the late posting of draft meeting minutes on the website and received explanation that Clavering PC is not subject to the Transparency Code for councils with an annual income or expenditure of under £25k. A parishioner asked about Speedwatch Training, the Clerk has not received any advice of a date and would chase. In response to their question, a parishioner was advised the item on cutting of Lower Hill Green was an update only. 
Two parishioners, representing the Cricket Club, stated they were present re. the item for the cricket net mat and would happily answer any councillor questions not covered in the letter sent. 
Clerk’s Report – A summary of tasks and meetings in the previous month was received.
Website – Councillors to compare the websites published of two providers in order to determine a supplier soonest for CPC to meet the requirement that its website is WCAG 2.2AA compliant. 
Footpaths – A verbal report was received on recent reports to ECC and repairs carried out/expected
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) – A verbal report of the work in the past month was received; the third Drop In Session was very successful. Objectives survey being distributed in coming weeks. Agreed to costs of a Community Engagement Event on 14th January 2026  
Essex Association of Local Councils – AGM on Thursday 25th September attended by Cllrs Bullen & Gill
Uttlesford Association of Local Councils: AGM 29th October at Clavering Village Hall, agreed that Cllr Gill may be nominated to continue on the UALC Committee for the coming year.
UDC Council Forum - 29th September written report provided by Cllrs Smither and Gill. Recommendations agreed concerning matters of support from UDC Planning Officers re. the Neighbourhood Plan preparation and also to request more funding from UDC. 
Agreed to comment on the Modifications to the UDC Emerging Local Plan as required to make the Plan ‘sound’;  agreed to invite Andrea Adams (Essex Tri-Service Officer) to an appropriate village meeting
Allotments – Rent demands to be sent in October. No increase to current rent per plot. 
Village Assets – Cutting of Lower Hill Green:  update on initial meetings given by the Chairman
Defibrillators – Shop defibrillator ‘rescue ready’10th October; Village Hall defibrillator on 13th October. New battery ordered for Village Hall defib
Training – Clerk reminded councillors of the Code of Conduct Training being given on 16th October by UDC (at no cost to CPC).  Agreed that Cllr Smither would attend the EALC Greens & Open Spaces Course 
Clavering Cricket Club: After additional information received and considered, agreed to grant permission to resize and replace the cricket net pad on Upper Hill Green.
External Auditor – Noted that an interim report had been received from PKF Littlejohn and the notice and supporting documents were placed on the notice board and website on 2nd October upon receipt. The 2024/25 AGAR report was yet to be completed due to correspondence received.  However a follow up email of 7th October from PKF Littlejohn stated the correspondence has since been reviewed and has no impact on the AGAR so the report will follow in due course. There will be no additional fees as there was therefore no challenge to be investigated. 
Finance –Bank statements received and cheques agreed.
Employment– matters discussed in private and confidential per advice.

Planning for CPC Comment: 
UTT/25/2516/FUL: Clavering Farm Mill Lane S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of UTT/24/0739/FUL (Partial demolition of existing building. Conversion of agricultural building into 1 no. dwelling. Proposed single storey side and rear extensions and associated works) - amend plans to reduce size of conservatory extension. No Comments
UTT/25/2552/HHF: 6 Poppies Crescent Part garage conversion to home gym/office No Comments
UTT/25/2537/HHF: Green Gables Wicken Road Internal remodel of existing bungalow with new pitched roof designs replacing existing flat roofs, new windows and fenestration to exterior walls. New front porch and relocation of front entrance. Part conversion of existing garage into utility and boiler room. Garden room to rear garden and a small bbq shelter to the front of the garden room. No Comments
UTT/25/2656/HHF & UTT/25/2657/LB:  Elm Cottage Further Ford End Road Proposed internal alterations and rear extension including demolition of existing conservatory No Comments

UDC Planning Decisions:
UTT/25/1580/FUL: Hill House Wicken Road Proposed New Dwelling Approved with conditions
UTT/25/2556/OHL: Clatterbury Lane Notification under Overhead Lines (England & Wales) (Exemption) Regulations 2009 – proposed minor diversion refurbishment of existing overhead lines Decided
UTT/25/2368/DOC: Application to discharge conditions 3,4,5,6 and 11 attached to UTT/25/0671/FUL: Discharge Conditions in Part

Inspectorate  Planning Appeal
APP/C1570/W/25/3373325 was UTT/24/2994/FUL: White Lodge Stud Butts Green. 
73 application to remove condition 7 (hardstanding) of UTT/18/2429/FUL (Change of use from recreational equestrian to commercial stud business. Erection of a new stable building and new open sided arena on the location of the former tennis court. The existing outdoor arena will be reduced in size and the layout of paddocks will be altered to suit.) - applicant is seeking to remove the condition as there is a second access that can be used for larger vehicles. All representations must be received by 5 November 2025.
CPC determined not to make further representation.

Next Parish Council Monthly Meeting Monday 10th November  2025   7.30pm
at Clavering Village Hall 
Information including Draft/Approved Council Minutes, Financial Statements, Policies and previous Newsletters will be found on the Parish Council website:  https://www.claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk/  

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Fabian Bullen     Vice Chairman: Stephanie Gill  
                                      Ron Couchman      Kym Elliston    Frances Smither               
Parish Clerk/RFO: Mrs L. Young
 email: clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk       Telephone:  07340 505410    
Parish Council Address:  PO Box 13580 HARLOW CM20 9WU
If you are telephoning the Council please leave a message if your call is not picked up immediately. Emails will be responded to in accordance with the receipt acknowledgement.

Essex Mobile Library        
Clements Close CB11 4GU  (opposite the village shop)   10.30am – 11am	             18th October    8th November  29th November  20th December 
Also scheduled to stop at Long Ley Langley Upper Green CB11 4RX
3.10pm – 3.40pm    6th November,  27th November & 18th December

Village Green Waste Service at Clavering Place Farm, Stickling Green
This service is available for Clavering and Langley residents only:  it is paid for via their parish precepts
10.30am - 11.30am                   25th October ~  22nd November  
Users of this service are reminded that it is polite to clear up any mess that they may create
The Parish Councils thank the Balaam Family for facilitating this Service at their premises

Notes of the Verbal Report by District Councillor Oliver to the PC Meeting 13th October
Cllr Oliver reiterated that his own personal view on Local Government Reorganisation was that it should be Uttlesford, Braintree, Colchester and Tendring which come together. This was because Harlow has no available expansion space to take more development and this is similar for Epping, given its green belt and metropolitan setting. Hence Uttlesford would have to take all proposed development in the Unitary. He was also of the opinion that the Braintree, Colchester and Tendring have rural areas akin to Uttlesford.
In response to questions, it was explained that UDC make recommendations to the Secretary of State but the decision lies with Central Government. Essex County Council prefers the option of three Unitaries, to take into account the splitting up of social services, health, etc costs and the relating costs002E   

Please note that UDC has advised that information on the proposed business cases being put forward for Local Government Reorganisation in Essex can be found at www.essexlgrhub.org

Clavering Neighbourhood Plan – Objectives Survey on its way to all households!
As the majority of villagers approved the Vision Statement of the Neighbourhood Plan, there is now the need for parishioner feedback on the detailed objectives that will drive the specific policies within the plan. 
Please do complete the survey (which will be hand-delivered to each household shortly) and return as detailed on the paperwork. 
If you have any questions, please contact claveringnnp@gmail.com 
More information on our village’s Neighbourhood Plan can be found at  www.claveringnp.co.uk

The Annual General Meeting of Clavering Jubilee Field (Registered   Charity No: 277011) Wednesday 22nd October 2025 at 8pm at Village Hall, Clavering
All persons registered in the Parish of Clavering are invited to attend - but only those over the age of 18 are entitled to vote.
AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the AGM held on 23rd October 2024
3. Matters Arising
4. Chairman’s Report
5. Correspondence 
6. Treasurer’s Report 
7. Club Reports
8. Election of the Committee of Management for 2026
(N.B Election of Officers takes place in the ordinary meeting immediately following this AGM) 
9. Update on discussions on possible merger with Clavering Village Hall Committee of Management (Registered Charity)
10. Any Other Business				Donna Duckworth, Chair. 15th September 2025 

The Annual General Meeting of Clavering Village Hall (Registered Charity No: 301283)   Monday 20th October 2024 at 8pm in the Village Hall Clavering
All persons over the age of 18 and resident in the Parish of Clavering are invited to attend.
The Village Hall is an important part of the village and the Council of Management welcomes parishioners’ views on both its organisation and maintenance.       

Clavering Landscape History Group –Autumn Lectures
Coin Hoards and Other Surprises: Recent Excavations by Pre-Construct Archaeology at Gt Chesterford – Mark Hinman Tuesday 4th November 7.30pm Clavering Christian Centre.
Annual Ludgate Lecture 2025: Clavering Castle 2025 Excavation Project, Interim Report – Simon Coxall Thursday 13th November  7.30pm via Zoom
For more information contact mrsjacquelinecooper@gmail.com

Clavering Church
Coffee and Crafting *NEW* Wednesday 5th November & 3rd December    10am to 12noon at the Christian Centre Bring your latest project, knitting, crochet, needlepoint, crossword, your baby or just come for a chat!  Also 
Soup and Sweet Wednesdays 5th November and 3rd December 12noon – 2pm at the Christian Centre

Clavering Horticultural Society – Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 5th November 8pm Clavering Village Hall

Royal British Legion – 
Clavering Remembrance Day – 10.55am Tuesday 11th November at The War Memorial at the Clavering Christian Centre, followed by refreshments
Ordinary meetings are held every Second Tuesday of the month at 8pm in The Bull PH Langley Lower Green. Do come and join in an enjoyable evening – previous military service is not a requirement as the Legion is open to all who support its work. For more information contact Revd Paddy Cable 01763 258043 or paddycable@gmail.com   
RBL Annual Poppy Collection – There is an urgent need for more volunteers to assist with this door-to-door collection, as some collectors have passed on or have stepped back because of age or infirmity. If you are interested in helping with this rewarding and fulfilling work, please contact Revd Paddy Cable or Sarah at The Bull PH, Langley Lower Green.

Clavering Village Hall - Safari Supper
Saturday 15th November 6.45pm Start at Village Hall for welcome drinks and dining destinations. 10pm back to hall for drinks, coffee and raffle. Tickets £30 per person.
Host volunteers needed. Contact claveringvhall@hotmail.co.uk for tickets and information.

Tea and Chat – At Wicken Church & Community Centre Thursday 20th November 2pm-4pm  All welcome to come along and have a cup of tea, slice of cake, and a friendly chat with friends old and new. No charge but donations are welcomed.

DIARY DATES:
Village Carols on The Green:  Thursday 18th December 6.30pm Cricket Pavilion, Hill Green
Clavering Neighbourhood Plan: Wednesday 14th January Clavering Village Hall - Progress update and more!
Jubilee Field Annual Quiz: Friday 30th January Clavering Village Hall. 

ARE YOU PASSIONATE ABOUT YOUR COMMUNITY?
   WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A PARISH COUNCILLOR?
Councillors can make a huge difference to the quality of life of local people and how local issues are dealt with. People from all backgrounds and experiences who reflect the communities they serve are needed to put themselves forward.
There are four vacancies on Clavering Parish Council   -    Are you interested??  

These vacancies can be filled by a process called co-option.
Applications are now invited from local people to join Clavering Parish Council.

In terms of eligibility, you must be a British citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen, a citizen of the Republic of Ireland, a qualifying EU Citizen or an EU Citizen with retained rights,
You must be over 18 years old and meet at least one of the following qualifications:
1. you are registered to vote in Clavering,
1. have occupied as owner or tenant land or other premises in Clavering & lived there for at least 12 months
1. your main or only place of work has been in Clavering for twelve months
1. you have lived in  Clavering or within three miles of its boundary for at least 12  months
 
Clavering Parish Council is responsible for looking after the Registered Village Greens and other parish land that it owns, providing and maintaining street furniture such as benches and litter bins, and ensuring the provision of the monthly Green Waste Skip.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To deliver these services to the residents of the parish, the council determines how much money to raise through the precept. It also works with partner organisations such as UDC.

To apply, please send a letter of application to the Parish Clerk by post to PO Box 13580, Harlow, CM20 9WU or email clerk@claveringparishcouncil.gov.uk
You should have an active interest in local issues and things that affect local people and a willingness to represent the views of the community. 
You should be able to commit the time and effort to the role and to attend as many monthly Council meetings as possible.
In your letter you may wish to include your connection to the parish, why you want to be a parish councillor and what skills/experience you can bring to the Council. 
Applications will be considered by serving Councillors and the co-option process takes place by a voting process at a meeting of the Full Council. 
You will be invited to attend and say a few words to the Councillors about your application before the vote takes place.

Current Consultations.
Uttlesford District Council Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
This will be a levy to support development of local infrastructure in Uttlesford
Go to www.uttlesford.gov.uk/article/6212/Community-Infrastructure-Levy-consultation 
The consultation closes 5pm Monday 27th October

Uttlesford Local Plan Modifications
To read the proposed modifications and take part in the Consultation, go to
www.uttlesford.gov.uk/article/9929/Consultation-on-Uttlesford-Local-Plan-modifications 
The consultation closes 5pm Monday 27th October

Uttlesford Local Council Tax Support (LCTS) Scheme Consultation
The LCTS is designed to help the most vulnerable. For 2026/27 Uttlesford DC is proposing to maintain the current scheme on the same basis as last year.
To find out more go to www.uttlesford.gov.uk/lcts-consultation 
The consultation closes 4.30pm Friday 21st November.  

 


UDC Welfare Liaison Officers – Jen and Evie welfare@uttlesford.gov.uk
If you need information on how to apply for help or need support with Council Tax, Debt, Rent, Financial Hardship, Universal Credit Shortfall, Cost of Living, Entitlement to Benefits, please make contact with the officers via the above email or phone 01799 510510.
They can assist you with your concerns or signpost you to the appropriate support organisation.

Essex County Council DaRT 299 Bus Transport  
Please note contact email has reverted to contact@central-connect.co.uk
The phone number remains 0115 777 3187. 
Bookings must be made by 18.00hrs the day before you travel – and Monday bookings must be made no later than18.00hrs on the Saturday and may be made up to 14 days in advance. The contracted buses carry the Flagfinders livery.
N.B. Bookings are only confirmed when advised to be so by Vectare as this is not a taxi service and is reliant upon at least three others making the same journey and there being a bus available. 

Highways Maintenance Problems – Villagers are reminded that it is always quicker to activate an investigation if you report these online, as precious time could be lost if you contact the Parish Council. 
Using this website www.essexhighways.org/tell-us an audit trail is started as you will be given a reference number. It is then easier for our local Essex County Councillor, Cllr Gooding, to chase outstanding matters when requested to do so either by parishioners or the parish council. Also the website advises a phone number to call if the problem is severe and considered extremely dangerous to road users or pedestrians. 
You can report potholes, broken railings, pavement/kerb/drainage defects, blocked culverts, 
overgrown trees or hedges, blocked/damaged footpaths, and etc.

///what3words     Do you know about this app?
The Emergency Services are asking especially those who live in rural areas to consider downloading this free app.
As the app has given each 3 metre square of the world a unique combination of three words, using this when contacting the emergency services can pinpoint where help is needed and save precious time in finding those in need.

Before a power cut or gas emergency ……….
· Know your free emergency numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency, dial 0800 111999.
· Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a Gas Safe registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
· Register as a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra support by signing up to the Priority Services Register. You can find out more about the Priority Services Register in London, the South and East of England by signing up at www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk.  
Keep your eyes open:  If you have a power cut or a gas emergency, check on your neighbours 

Environment Agency
Many parishioners in Clavering take advantage of the free government service to sign up to get flood warnings, especially as the monitoring station for this is located near the Bridges.
More information can be found on www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings 
or you may register by calling 0345 988 1188



================================================================
DEFIBRILLATORS AT THE VILLAGE HALL and VILLAGE SHOP
If you have to make a 999 call, the call handler may decide that the defibrillator is required.
You will be asked if you are able to go to the village hall or the village shop to get the defibrillator,
 but this would usually only happen if someone else is able to stay with the person in need,
as phone contact with the emergency service must be maintained at all times.
There is also a defibrillator on outside of the Bowls/Tennis Pavilion and you may be directed there 
The call handler will give you the code to open the yellow metal box beside the hall or shop entrance doors 
The hall’s defibrillator is the small carry case – like a child’s play-doctor kit – that is kept in the metal box. 
Take the ‘Ready Kit’ (black pouch with green cross) and the carry case. 
The shop’s defibrillator is in a shoulder bag with the ‘Ready Kit’ in a small black bag attached to its strap.
ONLY THE SHOP’S DEFIBRILLATOR CAN BE USED WITH PADS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE – THESE MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE CABINET ALSO AND ARE CLEARLY MARKED.  
When you are back with the patient, open the defibrillator: you will then hear an automated voice giving instructions. IF NEEDED, REMOVE THE ADULT PADS AND ATTACH CHILD PADS. 
The call handler will also talk you through all that you must do and when the paramedics arrive they will take over from you.				REMEMBER
No special training is required & the Emergency Services will guide you through everything
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