


Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Clavering Parish Council (CPC) held on Monday 9th March 2026 in Clavering Village Hall, Hill Green, Clavering
Present: Cllr Bullen, Cllr Gill, Cllr Smither and Cllr Couchman
In attendance: Mrs Lynette Young (Clerk & RFO), 8 parishioners, District Cllr Oliver & Essex County Cllr Gooding in part.
The meeting opened at 7.32pm.
245 Chairman’s Welcome
Cllr Bullen welcomed all attendees to the meeting. His report outlined meetings he had together with Cllr Smither with the contractor with regards to Lower Hill Green and the wild orchids matter; also investigated several matters regarding the Druce and engaged with interested parishioners. He engaged with an online Essex Police Report which was cut short due to technical issues and communicated on 3 occasions with Cllr Ray Gooding regarding poor state of highway in Clavering. He engaged with a Wicken Bonhunt parishioner regarding potential breach of non-approved entrance & parking rights alongside development land at ‘West of Clatterbury Lane’ and had a CPC NPSG follow up meeting with Rachel Harland & Mike Jenkinson.
246 Apologies for Absence
No apologies were received.
247 Declarations of Interest
Cllr Gill declared a non-registerable interest in relation to expenses, item 259.10.
248 Public Participation Session
A number of matters were raised by parishioners:
· A query was raised regarding the CiLCA Level 3 qualification. 
· Concerns were expressed regarding the proposed development of 28 dwellings and the response from Thames Water, noting insufficient network capacity and potential delays of up to 2–3 years should the application proceed. 
· Litter picking within the parish was discussed, particularly in areas south of the village shop. An update was requested regarding repairs to the Druce footbridge. 
· The condition of the road through the village was raised, having been reported on 31st January but not yet investigated. 
· Clarification was sought regarding hedge removal associated with development on the Arkesden road. 

249 To approve and sign minutes of previous meetings
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th February 2026 were received late, it was therefore agreed that these would be approved at the next meeting.
250 Clerk’s Report
A verbal report was received from the Clerk outlining work carried out during the month.

251 District and County Councillors Reports
Cllr Oliver (District) was present but asked District Cllr Gooding to give a report on his behalf.
Cllr Gooding (District & Essex County Council) provided updates on the following:
· Planning matters remain a key focus, including ongoing issues at Starlings Green. He confirmed liaison with relevant officers.
· Highways: Pothole repairs are progressing under the winter repairs scheme, with additional funding allocated. Road edge deterioration remains a concern. 
· Local Government Reorganisation: Concerns were expressed regarding the proposed timetable and potential delays. 
· Planning and Highways Issues: Updates were requested regarding Starlings Green and outstanding highways matters. 
· Horse Pond: Damage to railings caused by a fallen tree was noted as a health and safety concern and will be addressed. 
· Parking Charges: Concerns were raised regarding significant increases in parking fees across the district. 
· District Council Governance: It was noted that there is currently no overall control following recent changes in administration.

252 Planning
252.1 Planning Applications
UTT/26/0320/FUL – Land to the rear of Old Grainbarn, Clatterbury Lane
Section 73A retrospective application for change of use of land from agricultural to residential garden use.
It was resolved to submit no comment.
UTT/25/2404/FUL – Land at Hill Green, Wicken Road
Erection of 28 no. proposed new dwellings including 11 no. affordable dwellings, 6 self and custom build plots, and associated infrastructure.
The application was discussed in detail, including recently submitted additional documents. Concerns were raised regarding: access and land ownership; transport statements and tracking analysis; drainage and sewerage capacity; environmental impact, including the Horse Pond. It was noted that the updated documents do not address all previously raised concerns.
It was resolved to write to Uttlesford District Council referencing the latest submissions, confirming that previous objections remain and reiterating all prior comments.
P: Cllr Gill S: Cllr Smither In favour: unanimous
It was noted that the application has been deferred to a future UDC planning meeting.
New planning applications have been received with the deadline for comments prior to the next parish meeting in April. An EOM meeting will be arranged or the Clerk will provide a comment under delegated powers.
253 Representative Reports
253.1 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
A written report was received and noted.
253.2 Allotments
No formal report was received. It was noted from the Clerk that there is no requirement to increase allotment rents for 2026–2027. The Clerk will provide further information to Cllr Gill.
253.3 Byways and Footpaths
No report was received.
253.4 UDC / Community Safety Partnership
Technical issues prevented attendance at the recent online session. It was noted that the Parish Forum will be held online on 10th March 7-9pm.
253.5 Passenger Transport
Cllr Gill reported that the existing Dart service is to be replaced by a DigiGo bus service in Braintree, with coverage including Clavering. Further engagement with UDC is ongoing.

At 8.25pm, Cllr Oliver and Cllr Gooding left the meeting.

254 Village Green and Parish Assets

254.1 Lower Hill Green Annual Cut
Cllr Bullen reported on the management of the wild orchid areas. Specific zones have been identified and marked to protect biodiversity. A revised map will be produced in 2026.
It was noted that the current contractor will remain in place and is understanding of the issues, they will liaise with the Parish Council prior to cutting.

254.2 Parish Land at The Druce
Damage to the Village Green at The Druce was discussed. It was agreed that further engagement with residents is required to identify a practical solution.
It was proposed to establish a working group with residents and relevant authorities to consider options, including highways matters and environmental impacts. Residents indicated their willingness to participate.
The condition of the Druce bridge was also discussed. The Clerk will seek clarification regarding ownership and fact find costings and potential funding options for repair.

254.3 Stickling Green and Butts Green Village Greens
Stickling Green 
It was agreed to adopt the recommendation, CPC purchase from the Land Registry the land registry details for Brooklyn which may give a better indication of the ditch in relation to the boundary as will be a larger scale map to those held by CPC. P: Cllr Smither S: Cllr Bullen In favour: unanimous
Butts Green
The unauthorised removal of a section of hedging was noted. It was agreed to raise awareness via the Parish Newsletter and Facebook that this is registered Parish land.

254.4 Eggie’s Bench
It was noted that the bench has been installed and the plaque will be affixed by Cllr Couchman.

254.5 Horse Pond Railings
Damage caused by a fallen tree and subsequent removal of railings was noted. This was discussed and passed onto Cllr Ray Gooding (Essex County Council) earlier in the meeting, item 251.

254.6 Waterwheel at Sheepcote Green
No update was received and item will be deferred to the next meeting.

255 Grass Cutting Contract (2026–2029)
I was noted that only one tender was received and it was agreed to accept the quotation submitted by Paul Abrahams. P: Cllr Smither S: Cllr Bullen In favour: unanimous

256 Housing Estate Management and Government Consultation
This was discussed and it was agreed that a Parish Council response will be submitted by the deadline of 12th March. Cllr Smither will prepare a draft response with any chosen outside advisors for submission by the Clerk.
P: Cllr Bullen S: Cllr Gill In favour: unanimous  

257 Training
It was noted that Cllr Smither attended a First Aid course. Cllr Gill declared an interest and took no part in the discussion.
Due to a misunderstanding regarding the booking arrangements, it was agreed that a letter will be sent to the training provider. Cllr Bullen to provide a draft letter to the Clerk.
Cllr Smither will also be attending a Local Nature Recovery (LNRS) and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) free webinar on 17th March.
It was noted that CouncilWise have an annual subscription of £150 as from April with 20% discount on training courses. Cllr Gill declared an interest and took no part in the discussion.
It was agreed that further information will be obtained regarding training subscriptions before a decision to subscribe is made.

At 9.30pm, the Chair asked permission that the meeting continue and Standing Order 3X is suspended. 
P: Cllr Smither S: Cllr Gill In favour: 3 Against: 1

258 Insurance
It was noted that the pre-renewal questionnaire has been received from Gallagher.

259 Finance
259.1 The bank statements @27.02.26 were noted. 
It was agreed that £18,000 would be transferred via cheque 002349 to the Saffron Walden Building Society account. P: Cllr Bullen S: Cllr Couchman In favour: unanimous
259.2 It was noted that the bank transfer from NatWest to Unity Trust Bank is still in progress.
259.3 Green Waste: It was noted that UDC has invoiced CPC for 2025 and the Clerk has issued an invoice to Langley Parish Council for their contribution.
259.4 Norton Renewal: the annual renewal has yet to be received, the Clerk will investigate.
259.5 Internal Auditor: It was noted that Ann Wood will meet with the Clerk on Friday 29th May.
259.6 PKF Littlejohn AGAR 2024/2025: It was noted the final External Auditor Report and Certificate has been received with invoice. This will be forwarded to Cllrs to discuss and determine a date for notice of conclusion of audit at the next meeting in April.
259.7 HMRC VAT reclaim: the Clerk provided an update that the VAT reclaim will be put through in March.
259.8 To note the Asset Register has been updated and agreed. The Clerk clarified that the only change made was to remove the old Eggie’s bench and replace it with the new bench and the new value.
259.9 The Earmarked Funds were reviewed and the following virements agreed,
From General Reserves to HMRC: figure due April 2026
From General Reserves to Earmarked New Website: £600
From General Reserves (unspent Trees) to Earmarked Reserves to Repairs and Renewals: £4,300
P:SG S: FB In fav: unanimous
259.10 All cheques 002340-002348 listed in the table were approved, with the exception of 002345 due to query, item 257. P: Cllr Bullen S: Cllr Smither In fav: 3 Abstain: 1
259.11 It was agreed to permit delegated authority to the Clerk to arrange payment of the following expected invoices, prior to the year end @31st March 2026,
Clavering Village Hall – room hire (March); Christian Centre – room hire (March); Christian Centre – storage £100.
	Credit Received 
	a/c 67217796 Business Current

	Balance at NatWest Bank current a/c 27th Feb 2026
	£23,956.26 

	Balance of Clerk’s Expenses a/c 27th Feb 2026
	£127.37

	Ba Balance of Saffron B/S a/c 27th Feb 2026
	£31,717.08


	Clerk’s Expenses Account
	Detail
	Amount
	Total
	VAT

	10.02.26
	Corsto
	£29.00
	£34.80
	£5.80

	12.02.26
	Force 36
	£23.76
	£28.51
	£4.75

	17.02.26
	ICO Renewal
	
	£47.00
	

	19.02.26
	Post Office - stamps
	
	£27.36
	

	Total
	
	
	£137.67
	


	Cheque
	Detail
	Amount
	Total
	VAT

	002340
	Transfer to Clerk’s account
	
	£137.67
	

	002341
	Clavering Village Hall – Council meeting
9th Feb
	
	£30.00
	

	002342
	Clavering PCC - NPSG Meetings 
21st Jan, 4th & 16th Feb, 4th Mar
	
	£67.50
	

	002343
	UALC - Membership 2025/26
	
	£5.00
	

	002344
	UDC - Garden Waste 2025
	
	£870.00
	

	002345 
	CouncilWise - Training Cllr Smither
Not approved
	£135.00
	£162.00
	£27.00

	002346
	Print Juice – Newsletter Cllr Gill Expenses
	
	£125.00
	

	002347
	Post Office – Stamps NPSG Rachel Tallon Expenses
	
	£18.00
	

	002348
	PKF Littlejohn 2024/2025 AGAR	
	£210.00
	£252.00
	£42.00

	002349
	Transfer to SW Building Society a/c
	
	£18,000.00
	

	Total of cheques to be paid
	
	
	£19,505.17
	

	Total of cheques
outstanding
	002309 £750.00     002325 £250.00
002318 £50.00       
	
	£1,050.00
	

	Mar Wages SO
	
	
	£583.82
	

	Mar Scribe DD
	
	
	£50.40
	

	Expected C/A Balance
	
	
	£2766.87
	



260 Website
The Clerk provided an update that the implementation of the new website is in progress.

261 Risk Assessment Book
261.1 No new inspections were required. 
261.2 It was noted that both defibrillators were rescue ready on 6th March.
261.3 It was noted that overgrown vegetation clearance at Blacksmith’s Corner has been completed by Cllrs Smither and Couchman. Cllr Smither provided a Risk Assessment to the Clerk. 
261.4 Appreciation was noted for voluntary community work of cleaning the Clavering sign.

262 Risk Management Policy and Risk Register
This was discussed with the need to provide a risk assessment when Cllrs carry out physical tasks (ie. hedge cutting) within the parish for insurance purposes. Cllr Bullen wanted it noted that all Cllrs have to follow Council protocol when carrying out any work on behalf of CPC.
It was agreed to adopt the updated policy. The highlighted items will be included in the June agenda for discussion.
P: Cllr Gill S: Cllr Bullen In favour: 3 Against: 1

263 Litter Picking 2026
It was agreed to participate in the Great British Spring Clean.
The event will take place on Saturday 28th March at 10.00am, meeting at the Village Hall car park.
Cllr Gill will provide a Risk Assessment and the Clerk will provide information on Facebook.

264 Meeting Dates May 2026
It was agreed to hold the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 18th May 2026.
P: Cllr Bullen S: Cllr Gill In favour: unanimous
The Clerk to book the Village Hall for both the Annual Council Meeting on Monday 11th May and the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 18th May.

265 Employment
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 19, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns matters of Employment. P: Cllr Bullen S: Cllr Gill In fav: 3 Abstain: 1
Cllr Bullen provided an update regarding the Clerk’s pension arrangements. Details were provided to the Clerk in order to implement the pension in line with previous decisions.

266 Items for Next Agenda
1. Telephone Box 
2. Planning Applications 

267 Close of Meeting and announcement of next meeting
The meeting closed at 10.20pm.
The next meeting of the Full Council will be held at Clavering Village Hall on Monday 13th April 2026 at 7.30pm.




