


Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish held on Thursday 29th May 2025 at 7:30pm
in Clavering Village Hall, High Green, Clavering

Present: Cllr Fabian Bullen (Chairman), Cllr Stephanie Gill (Vice Chair), Cllr Kym Elliston, Cllr Frances Smither and Cllr Ron Couchman, 18 parishioners, ECC Cllr Ray Gooding & District Cllr Edward Oliver
Minutes taken by Clerk, Lynette Young

The meeting opened at 7.31pm.
1. Apologies for absence: Apologies were given by Aimee Balaam.
2. Welcome by Parish Council Chairman and introduction of Councillors: The public were informed that this is a meeting for the Electors of the Parish to discuss Parish Affairs. Councillors and the Clerk/RFO introduced themselves detailing their role and the specific duties they had taken on for the coming year.
3. To approve and sign minutes: The draft minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 20th May 2024 were circulated before the meeting and available on the website for residents to view.  As there were no questions raised the minutes were approved and signed. P: Cllr Gill S: Cllr Elliston In Fav: Unanimous.
4. Annual Meeting of the Parish Report &
5. Parish Council’s comments on the coming year’s plans
Cllr Bullen combined both reports together, summarising the Council’s activities over the past year and outlining priorities for the coming year, including his wish for the Parish Council to develop a mission statement.
Lynette Young, in her role as Responsible Financial Officer, presented a summary of the 2024–25 accounts and outlined the budget for the coming year. She explained that the Parish Council intends to continue seeking grants to support preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan and highlighted the need for a new website that is fully compliant and accessible to everyone.
6. It had been hoped that a representative from the Police, Fire and Crime Commission would attend, but this was not possible. Time was instead devoted to discussion of recent accidents and faded road markings at Blacksmith’s Corner, speeding within the village, and the future establishment of a Speedwatch Group to monitor traffic. Three volunteers came forward at the meeting and, subsequently, a further two volunteers expressed interest, enabling discussions with the PFCC to progress.
It was suggested that the Parish Council distribute Speedwatch leaflets at the forthcoming fete. Parishioners also supported holding a public meeting to discuss traffic concerns, including the 60mph section of the B1038 between Wicken and Clavering.
One parishioner encouraged residents to write to Cllr Gooding, Cllr Tom Cunningham (ECC Cabinet Member for Highways and Infrastructure), his deputy Cllr Mark Platt, and Roger Hirst, Essex Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner, outlining concerns about speeding and the inadequate maintenance of road markings by ECC in light of recent accidents and near misses.

7. ECC Councillor Ray Gooding gave an update: he said he would again raise Blacksmith’s Corner with ECC Highways, as he has done for several years, and revisit the possibility of a 40mph buffer zone on the relevant stretch of the B1038.
He noted that ECC Children’s Services had retained their ‘Outstanding’ rating for a second year and highlighted improvements to Essex Library Services following public consultation and previous concerns over downgrading.
He also discussed the significant cost of Essex CC’s social care services, particularly adult social care. Special Educational Needs provision remains a major challenge nationally and in Essex, with the council currently behind on required child assessments due to a shortage of qualified staff.
On devolution, he explained that a Mayor of Essex will be elected in May 2026 with responsibility for investment and transport infrastructure. He expressed concern that the role may favour populist politics given the wide-ranging electorate.
Regarding local government reform, he said Essex CC and district, borough and city councils are expected to be replaced by unitary authorities within two years, although their structure is still unknown. While unconcerned about council amalgamations, he warned that transferring social care responsibilities to separate authorities could create a ‘postcode lottery’ in service provision.
He also announced that a new state-of-the-art Royal Navy ship being built in Scotland has been assigned to Essex. This will bring Naval Cadet groups, partnerships with Anglia Ruskin and Essex universities, and STEM visits to Essex schools. The ship will be christened with Saffron Grange sparkling wine when launched.
Questions were raised regarding Home to School Transport for 16–18-year-olds. It was explained that government policy does not provide subsidies for this age group, despite the requirement for under-18s to remain in full-time education or apprenticeships.
Cllr Bullen congratulated Cllr Gooding on becoming Leader of Essex CC for the year. It was noted that the role is largely civic, with a focus on supporting local volunteer groups and charities. Cllr Gooding also thanked Cllr Gill for her dedicated service over the past 13 years as Chair of the Parish Council, adding that he had enjoyed working with her, even when she was challenging him.

8. District Councillor Edward Oliver had planned to speak about the planned Devolution but as Cllr Gooding had already mentioned this there was nothing further to report. There were no questions asked of him.

9. Jubilee Field Committee: A representative gave an update on activities over the past year. Following the installation of new play equipment in 2024, the committee has focused on routine maintenance and smaller fundraising events, including the annual quiz and upcoming fete activities. Regular bookings continue, including fitness groups, children’s camps and mini rugby sessions. A recent tree survey of Simons Wood and the Jubilee Field has been completed, with any recommended maintenance to be reviewed. Donna thanked the Parish Council for its continued support towards grass cutting costs and also thanked the Jubilee Field Committee members for their ongoing work and commitment.
10. Village Hall Management Committee: A parishioner spoke on behalf of the Village Hall Council of Management reporting another successful year and highlighted the upcoming Village Fete on 14th June. Renovation works to the rear toilets were completed in January using charity funds, alongside investment in new gazebos for fete activities. The committee continues to recruit new trustees and volunteers, and reported that the online booking system is working well, with new regular bookings and enquiries being received. Successful fundraising and community events included the Art Show, with the postponed Safari Supper now planned for 15th November. The AGM will take place on 20th October.
A parishioner asked for an update on the possible merger of the Village Hall and Jubilee Field charities. It was explained that further formal proposals, due diligence and public consultation would be required before any changes to the charitable structures could take place. The parishioner reiterated his offer to assist with progressing the project.
11. NP Steering Group: The Chair of the NPSG introduced herself and outlined the group’s work to date. The volunteer group, consisting of 14 members, continues to gather evidence for the Neighbourhood Plan through surveys, public meetings and community consultations. It was noted that the final plan will be subject to a village referendum. The group is currently assessing potential development sites put forward through the UDC Local Plan process to meet the proposed housing allocation.
In response to a question, it was noted that the Neighbourhood Plan is expected to be completed in 2026. It was further explained that, despite proposed Local Government reorganisation, the Plan would remain valid provided it aligns with the NPPF and the adopted UDC Local Plan, until replaced by any future unitary authority Local Plan.
12. Clavering Landscape History Group: A representative of the Clavering Landscape History Group provided an update on the forthcoming Clavering Dig, which will involve around 70 volunteers. An open day will be held on Saturday 21st June at the Churchyard, featuring archaeological displays, children’s activities, refreshments and guided visits to the excavation sites.
13. Keep Clavering Rural: A representative of Keep Clavering Rural gave an update on the group’s activities over the past year and noted that several long-serving members had stepped down after around 10 years of involvement. New volunteers are being sought to support the group’s ongoing work.
14. Questions and comments from Electors: A parishioner raised concerns regarding possible Giant Hogweed or Hemlock growing near The Fox PH and Stickling Brook. The Parish Council is contacting the Environment Agency and ECC Highways and advised residents to take care in the area, as both plants may cause skin irritation and blistering.


There being no further questions, the Chairman thanked all for attending and closed the meeting at 21.02pm.



