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[bookmark: _Hlk484625455]Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Clavering Parish Council held on Monday 26th October 2026 at 7:30pm in the Clavering Christian Centre, Stortford Road, Clavering.

Present: Cllr F Bullen (Chairman), Cllr S Gill, Cllr R Couchman and Cllr F Smither
In Attendance: 5 members of public

The meeting opened at 7.30pm
 
161. Chairman’s Welcome: Cllr Bullen welcomed all in attendance.

162. Apologies for absence: No apologies were received.

163. Declaration of Interest: Cllr Couchman declared a Non-Registerable Interest in Agenda Item 166 as a close associate of a site landowner, stating that he would leave the room but wished to speak at the Public Participation Section.   

164. Public Participation Session: 
A parishioner spoke on agenda Item 165.1. They detailed fully their objections to the application, noting that the applicant had not engaged with the Neighbourhood Plan, and indicating where they considered the application to fail the UDC Local Plan (2021-2041). They were thanked and asked to forward their comment to the Clerk.
Cllr Couchman spoke on Agenda Item 166. He stated that he would be voting against the motion to exclude members of the public from discussion as he saw no personal data in the communique.

165. Planning
165.1 Planning to discuss and determine response:
	Planning Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	UTT/26/2482/FUL
Comment by 5th November
	The Grange Stortford Road
	Erection of 5 no. dwellings and the adaptation of an existing single dwelling including a new access road and associated development
	



After discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk would write the CPC response and observations to UDC, in conjunction with Cllr Smither and Cllr Gill with a view that UDC refuse the application.
P: Cllr Bullen S: Cllr Smither In Fav: unanimous

Letter to cover material planning matters discussed and to state that contrary to statements mentioned in the application, there had been no pre-application contact with Clavering PC and working papers and indicative displays from a NP Community Engagement evening in Jan 2026 had been used without permissions. (Clavering NP not at Reg 14 Stage)

Material Planning Matters discussed:
Adequacy of access from road; Swept Path Analysis for Bin Lorries/emergency vehicles not shown on drawings; Many drawing truncated and do not show full extent of proposed build and change to  build; Requirement for internal access road to be able to take UDC bins lorries as bins cannot be placed at roadside; Proposal for street lights at high and low level plus light spotlighting in rear gardens in a recognised ‘dark skies rural village’ creating an urban effect; no clear statement as to who is responsible for management of the rear wooded area, including footpath access; Biodiversity Statement is a 10 year desk top study and site visited only on one day; Over 40% of trees present to be felled/hedgerow removed; BNG to be accounted for off-site (not stated where) which is not acceptable in a rural community though may suit an urban one; Tree survey has a limited life of only 1 year; Transport Statement and increase in traffic movements does not make sense; Foul water removal must be adequately provided for given existing problems in the foul drainage on the Stortford Road; Query on ownership of Neighbouring boundary; Site elevations are not shown in relation to existing housing; Out of date transport Information; Reference to the previous NPPF and  previous UDC Local Plan; Drawings do not show contours clearly; No visuals of the developed site as will be seen from footpaths nearby; where new housing is to be built, has been previously determined to be ‘in the countryside’; site is not infill but backland development which must fulfil UDC Design Code; Boundary distance form exiting housing; Site visit to be requested.

166. Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with Standing Order 3d pursuant to Standing Orders 11c and 11d, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns matters containing personal data. 
P: Cllr Bullen S: Cllr Gill In Fav: 3 Against: 1

There was a slight recess while members of the public and Cllr Couchman left the room.  

A proposed Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG)/Parish Council communique seeking to answer parishioner concerns, which had been raised by parishioners’ letters containing personal data after the recent NP presentations, was discussed. 
It was agreed for circulation and will be placed on the NPSG website under ‘documents.’
P: Cllr Bullen S: Cllr Gill In Fav: unanimous

Cllr Couchman returned to the meeting.

167. Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with Standing Order 3d pursuant to Standing Orders 11c and 11d, it is resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns matters containing personal data. P: Cllr Bullen S: Cllr Smither. 
Recorded Vote requested. 
In Fav: Cllrs Bullen, Gill and Smither  
Against: Cllr Couchman

The council had received a parishioner request that included the purchase of parish land and which disclosed personal data.
After discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent via the Clerk to the parishioner asking whether the parishioner would like the letter to be considered by the Council in the Private and Confidential part of a Meeting or as an agenda item in Public. 
P: Cllr Smither S: Cllr Gill In Fav: unanimous 

168. Close of Meeting and announcement of next meeting: The meeting closed at 9.10pm.
The next meeting of the Full Council will be held at the Clavering Village Hall on Monday 9th November 2026 at 7.30pm.




